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These types of "pranks" are dangerous
and potentially very problematic, and I
expected some type of admon ition or ca ution
to accompany your articles, since the pranks
listed involved similar behaviors, including
property damage, arson, assault, burglary,
stealing and underage drinking.
Pl ease consider th is before th e nex t
pub lication o f this nature. T hank you.
Jim /-l armon , /-l ist '93

Senior Patrol Office r
UMR Police Department
Mr. /-larmo n's opinions are personal and
may not reflect the official po iUon of the
UMR Police Depa rtment.

Pranks issue
Received and rea d recent copy. Congrats
to UM R on Missouri Quality Award. Because
award said to be based on Malcolm Baldridge
award, very disa ppointed UM R does not
appear in any o f th e ran kings for engineerin g
schools in recent U.S . News and World
Report 's. Misso uri applause is fine; however,
UM R appea rs to need to expand its hori zo ns
and extend its reputation of quality beyond
th is state.
Karen Martinez

wa s disappointed
to read
th e
" Pranksters" articles in th e lates t volume of my
AlumnLls magazine.
I think th ere should have been some
reminders th at many of the "pranks" of th e
past would resul t in crimin al charges and
possible expulsion toda y.
Some of the pranks weren't amusing at all,
and many were downright da ngerous! I have
a se nse of humor, but common sense is more
important... and the safety and security of the
ca mpus com munit y is paramount. It seems
that warnings aga in st m st o f th e beha vi ors
listed as "pranks" would have been in order.
I recentl y arrested four students who face
charges of stealing for takin g some universi ty
and City of Rolla signs. They were bein g
misch ievous, bu t it could well jeopardize th eir
academi c and personal futures, because
removin g a traffic control device (in this case
a stop sign) could cause a traffic accident and
result in personal injury or dea th.
R cent " pranks," like removing the blue
lights that identify campus emergency phones,
coul d jeopardiz the hea lth and safe ty of
someone being stalked or attacked or having
a medical emergency.
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Readers react
to Utribute"
I read Bob Klorer 's " tribute" to " Doc"
Miles that appeared in th e Spring issu e of th e
MSM -UM R Alumn us. My immediate reaction
was that it would have been mu ch better if the
article had remained unpublished. I did not
know Dr. Miles personally so I cannot offer a
rebuttal to Mr. Klorer's tribute. If I could, I
would , because the tribute portrays th e
professor as an educator who made it possible
for a student to graduate who had no right to
do so. This is not how I remember MSM 's
fa culty.
If Bob 1<l orer 's tribute is accurate, Professor
Miles mad e a difference, but it wasn't a
positive one. H e undermin ed Professor
Kilpa trick by overru ling th e fai li ng grade he
correctly gave Bob Klorer's work . H e signaled
to Bob Klorer that goofing off, not attending
class, and plagiarizing th e work o f o thers was
acceptabl e behavior at MSM , and he did a
disservice to every M M grad uate who won
their degrees honestly.
Shame on Professor Miles for doing what
he did and shame on Bob Kl orer for still
believing, over 50 years later, that Professor
Miles ' action was somethin g to publicly praise
him for. I am sure Doc Miles made many
positive co ntributions to MSM and its stud ents
during his tenure , but Bob Klorer 's example is
not one of them .
I hope in the future that you cr itique items
submitted for publication more carefully and
return any that portray MSM alumni , faculty or
staff in an unfavorable light to their authors. I
also hope you consider finding someone who
kn ew Doc Miles personally to write an article

co mmenting on his positive con tributions to
MSM. I would ha te to see Bob Klorer's
portrayal of him as an u nethical educator go
unanswered.
Jim Longshore, EE '56
Chesterfield, M o.

In the Spring 1997 Issue, Vol. 71, No. 1,
L etters to th e Editor, is an article ti lled " A
Tribute to ' Doc ' Miles," written by Bob Klorer,
ME '44. A lthough the intent was to honor a
grea t educa tor, wha t the article does and
portrays is insulting, lacks integrity , and
provides a disservice to ' Doc,' the university ,
and all its graduates. I wo uld th ink that the
editcrial staff should be more sensitive to
th ese types of issues. A lthough lack of
morality and integrity seem to be the norm in
today 's society, it still remains inappropri ate to
suggest tha t an academic in stitution and its
staff would advoca te grade cha nges, that
when one is not able to fulfi ll requirements the
requirements are cha nged, and that the
quality of the education of individuals in the
field of engineerin g, so highly respected, is
so mehow tainted. Graduates o f the university
have had var ious degrees of difficulty in
achieving their graduation req uirements;
some extending the time beyond the typical
four yea rs even though they didn ' t play
bridge.
This article is insulting to all graduates, the
university, and I am sure to the family of
" Doc " Miles! T hose of us who knew him
highly respect him. H owever, a more positive
tribute would have been for the editorial stall
to have more closely reviewed the submi ttal
prior to publishing consistent with societal
expectations! None of us ca n ascertain Bob
Klorer 's intent in submi tting the article.

Phil Gerwert, ChE '58
Rochester, Mich .

I' m writing in regards to th e " Tribute " to
Aaron Miles printed in th e Spring issue. Th e
gist o f the article was that an ME student who
was nun kin g ou t due to skipping class and
submitting no n-original work from fraternity
fil es as his own (plagiarism) , could still
graduate thanks to a professor who liked him
and padded his grades so he could pass. The
teacher, Kilpatrick, who gave him an "F" for
plagiarism , was made to look like th e bad guy
in th e article, while Dr. Miles, who perhaps
was a good or even grea t teacher, was
portrayed as someone who helped pass an
engineer who cheated, didn 't work as hard as
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graduate. This doesn ' t sound like a fittin g
" tribute" to m e.
I don 't know how things worked in th e
'40s, but whe n I we nt to UMR in th e '80s, I

article should have b een purposely omitted. It
is not a tribute to Doc Miles, but a revelation
of his un ethical b ehavior. To degrade

ea rn ed every grade I got, good or b ad . N o
professors I kn ew of were handing out free
grades or " re-offering " classes and giving
instant A's for som ebody else 's work l
Please screen th ese articles before printing
to ensure no one is gettin g a tainted " tribute. "

Kilpatrick for do ing th e right thing is
unconscionable. You should not have
apologized to Bob Klorer. You should now do
th e right thing by apologizing for printing his

Alan H. Barhorst, ME'67
Dunlap, III.
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Our editorial philosophy for the magazine is that it is not only the magazine for our alumni,
but also an avenue for our alumni to express their diverse voices. We strive to allow alumni
points of view to be expressed on any topic without restraint, as often as possible.
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The number of Outstanding Teaching awards,
Facu lty Excellence awards and Distinguished
Teac hing Professorships in the College are
ongoing proof of that fact. I am particularly
pleased to see that the quality of teaching by
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I the family of
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arts and sciences faculty is not only recognized
but appreciated by students/alumni of all
disciplines.
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the College is small (192 out of 1,125 in 199495) , it was especially rewarding to see that
many of the articles about our faculty were
written by those who graduated with a major
outside of the College.
I have always been proud to be associated
w ith the College of Arts and Sciences here at
UMR and know that our teaching is excellent.

and the typical
zy didn't play

One wou ld exp ect to find familiar faces on
the cove r of the "Teac hers w ho made a
difference " issu e. I was pleased to see th at a
majority of th em were from th e faculty of th e
College of Arts and Sciences. A mathematician
by train ing, I immediately counted up th ose
we could claim: out of the 26 featured , 12
were our faculty , and of th e living professors
featured, nine of 18 are associated w ith the
College. I think th is is worth mentioning in a
university
renowned
primarily
for
its
engin eerin g and scientific disciplin es.
In thinking abou t this issue, I realized that
th is is as it should be. Not only do we have
outstandin g faculty , but the College teaches
over 50 p ercen t of all credit hours at UMR
A lthough the number o f degrees granted b y
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I needed to send a note expressing my
pleasure in the UMR magazine praising
" favorite teachers" (Winter 1996). Although I
o nl y have 59 hours from UMR, m y son is a
graduate and he brought the publication over
to th e house so we co uld enjoy the articles.
We both agreed that if all th e edi tions
contain ed su ch fu n and perso nal articles, we 'd
read them from cover to cover. Keep up the
good work. Inform us about the p ersonal side
of the university more often. Thanks again .

Elsie Allison
Sale m , Mo

Issued four limes per year (March, June, September, December)
in the interest of the graduates and former students of the
Missouri School of Mines and Metallurgy and the University of
Missouri-Rolla. The MSM-UMR Alumnus is published by the
MSM-UMR Alumni Association, Castleman Hall, 1870 Miner
Circle, Rolla. MO 65409-0650. Periodicals postage paid at Rolla,
Mo. and additional mailing offices .
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to MSM-UMR Alumnus,
Castleman Hall. P.O. 80x 249. Rolla , MO 65402'()249.

We welcome your comments and suggestions for
your MSM-UMR Alumnus.
Letters to the editor may be addressed to:
UMR Publications, 1870 Miner Circle
University of Missouri-Rolla, Rolla, MO 65409-1520
by FAX at 573-341-6157. or e-mail at alumni@umr.edu

3

A

tri bute to the
women of

MSM-UMR
When Rolla 's first female graduate, Eva
Endurance Hirdler-Greene, Sci'll, earned
her degree, women did not even have the
right to vote. Eva was denied a mining engineering degree, and was given a "science"
degree instead. Yet she distinguished herself
in the world of mining and exploration, and
61 years later, she returned to her alma
mater to receive her rightful degree in mining
engineering.
More recent female graduates of MSMUMR do not face as many difficulties as
Hirdler-Greene did, but there are still
obstacles to surmount. In the field of engineering - traditionally a man's world women are making great strides. Still,
according to a 1993 study by the Society of
Women Engineers, only about 18 percent of
all full-time engineering students are women.
And the number of women in positions of
leadership in business, government and
education remains small.
In the stories that follow, you'll read about
some alumnae of MSM-UMR who have
broken through the barriers to become
leaders in their fields.
The women featured by no means
represent every female leader to graduate
from MSM-UMR, but rather a cross-section.
We hope that the stories you find here will
inspire and instruct, and make you proud to
be affiliated with these impressive women of
MSM-UMR.
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UMRgrad
By Richard Hatfield
OSt people would strike out if they tried to buy their own
baseball team. But Carol Matthews, CSci 'S6, co-founded
a company to help sports fans do just that.
Matthews is president and co-founder of CBC Distribution and
Marketing Inc. (COM Inc.) of S t. Louis. The compa ny, founded in
199 1, is the largest operator of fantasy sports contests in the United
States. Matthews' compa ny ma kes it possible for ordinary sports fan s
to own their own teams. "We actually write and design the software for
the fan tasy sports games," she says.
Team owners can choose teams in such sports as basketball,
baseball, football , hockey and golf, and then can compete against other
people across th e United States and internationally. Those owners
simply pick a team of their choice that is within the imaginary salary
cap and send that list of players to COM Inc.
"We plug that list of na mes into our computer database a nd
each week the owner is sent a report tha t shows how his players
are doing and how well his team is doing in the league and overall
competitions," Matthews says.
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Let the games begin
Owners can draw a combi nation of players from any professional sporting team. But th ey must also play the ga me within the
boundari es of th e company's rules. For instance, there are 25
teams per league, and owners are limited to only so many players
per team. Moreover, team owners must keep within a mythical $30
million budget. "And each year the team owners have to sign up
again. Th eir team this year may be similar to last year 's tea m or it
may be completely different," Matthews says. But unlike real life,
team owners seldom sell their franchises. Most come back for
another season. "We have a lot of repeat customers," she says.
Matthews did not have sports on her mind as a career when she
was a student at UMR. She worked as a co-op student fo r four
semesters at McDonnell Douglas Corp. "I worked on graphics
software developmen t for the Missile Division of MDC," she says.
After graduating, she headed back to MDC, "where I worked
on the same project that I
had worked on as a UMR
co-op student, " she says. "We
developed a system to visualize
three-dimensional engineering
models and analysis results
data. "
Ma tthews worked there for
seven years , leaving the
company in 1993.
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But in 1991, two years before Matthews left McDonnell Douglas, she
and her husband, Brian Matthews, ME 'Sl , who also was working for
McDonnell Douglas, formed their fantasy sports company. "We virtually
started it at home in our back bedroom," she says. "With our computer
skills we thought we had the abilities to form our own company. "

The team begins to move the ball
They began to write the software to run a fantasy baseball league,
"and we saw that there were games that we could market where regular
people could own teams, " she says. "And we would be able to award
prize money to those owners who did well. "
Matthews, however , found
that she and her husband had
little experience in designing
fantasy sports games. "So we
coll aborated with a friend of
ours,
Charlie
Wiegert,"
Matthews says. "Charlie came
in to help design the fundamental elements for a fantasy
game
that
our
baseball
company would market and
operate. "
By 1992, the company had
developed the softwa re for th e
game of baseball and it was
able to run two fantasy baseball
and one fantasy basketball challenges.
"This was our prototype
before we could try to go to a
larger format ," Matthews says.
"We were working to gain experience in the in dustry and learn
th e processes necessary to
Carol Matthews, CSci'86
manage a large natio nal fantasy
game. We were a national organization but we were small. "
By the end of 1992 the company had a total of 500 team owners
and needed a fourth partner as we ll as a national brand name to help
it to grow and become a leader and a successful organ ization . So the
Matthews ' hired Welton J . Brison, CSci 'S6, and also became a licensee
of The Sporting News Publishing Co.
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And grow the company did.
In 1994, it signed 26,250 tea m
owners, and in 1995 , 37,400.
During 1996, the company had
grown to 56,000 team owners.
"We really started to expand in late 1992," Matthews says.
Now the compa ny operates fantasy games for baseball, football , basketball , hockey, and golf.
Matthews does, however, indicate th at the company and its fantasy
games should be viewed as a fun experience for the enthusiast - not
a money-making opportunity. "This is a leisure entertainment thing to
do, and playing is for the enjoyment of
playing," she says. "Don 't look at it as
a money-maker. "
The company now has about 110
emplo yees and eve n though many of
th e m are part-time, the company has
steadily grown.
"Now we a re also design ing and
operating games that you can play over
the Intern et," Matth ews says.
In 1994, COM On-Line was formed
to build and support a major internet
site for the fantasy games. The success
of this venture and the rapid expansion
of the Intern et led to further growth and
formation of the Primary Network
brand nam e. COM IPrimary Network
now offers full-service Internet access in
the St. Lou is, Metro-East and Kansas City regions as well as web site
design and developm e nt. Th e company ca n be found o n th e World
Wide Web (http://www.primary.netl).
Recently the company has expanded even more. "Primary Network
now sells ce llular phones and pagers in a retail environm ent," Matthews
says. "It makes sense to do th is
because all of this technology is
brought to us by the sa me
telephone lines. "
It is clear that it is only the
seventh innin g stretch for this
company.

In January 1997. Deanna Lynn Weil
started the air-to-air and strike fighter
portions of her training program. The
training consisted of air-to-air combat
where she competes one-on-one with one
other aircraft, an aircraft which is also
trying to shoot her down.

6

or many UMR graduates, satisfaction comes from having their
feet planted firmly on the ground. But for Deanna Lynn Wei!,
EE '91 , her career goa l is to have her fee t pla nted firmly on
the floor of an F-1SE Strike Eagle jet fighter as she gUides it above and
beyond. Weil , a captain in the U.S. Air Force, is stationed at the
Pe nsacola, Fla ., Naval Air Station. She is now in flight training fo r the
F-1SE Strike Eagle.
While a student at UMR , Weil participated for three years in UMR 's
Air Force ROTC Program. When she grad ua ted from Rolla she was
commissioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force.
"I have always wanted to be an Air Force officer, " Weil says.
"Actually since I was about 10. " Weil wasn 't always thinking of being a
pilot, however. But after she began active duty as an operational test
engineer and started working on the testing part of the operation, she
became interested in flying.
Before the Air Force, and immediately after graduating from UMR ,
Weil worked for Procter and Gamble as a process engineer. She worked
there until May 1992 . And then she was Air Force bound. She started
as an electronic combat test engin eer, where her responsibilities
consisted of operational testing of electronic combat equipmen t for the
F-16 jet fighter.
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Now she is training to be a Weapons System Officer (WSO) for the
F-15E Strike Eagle. "I began training in 1996 and was selected for
fighters in December of that year," Wei! says. The training consisted of
six weeks of aviation pre-flight indoctrination courses, academics and
physical fitness which involved swimming, aerodynamics and navigational training.
The next part of the training consisted of a primary course, which is
the first phase of flight training. That phase consists of academics for
training in the T-34 Mentor turbo-prop single engine aircraft. "That was
for eight flights where we actually fly the aircraft," Weil says. Then there
were four airways navigational flights. After that training , Weil tracked
strike/fighter curriculum.
After finishing primary training, Wei! has gone on to intermediate and
advanced phases of training. "I am now in advanced training," she says.
"I just have finished flying the T-39 Sabre liner, which is a Navy jet
trainer. " She has completed low-level navigation and strike flights , which
are simulated low-level bombing runs. "I was number one in my class
in that portion of my training," Weil says. "And I was able to select the
F-15E Strike Eagle."

In January 1997, Wei! started the air-to-air and strike fighter portions
of her training program. The training consisted of air-to-air combat
where she competes one-on-one with one other aircraft, an aircraft
which is also trying to shoot her down. Weil has just started training in
th e T-2 Buckeye jet trainer and will learn basic fighter maneuvers that
will prepare her for the F-15E. In addition , her training includes electronic warfare officer training, land survival and water survival.
"I hope to get my wings May 30 of this year," she says, and if all goes
well , she will start training in the F-15E in December.
Wei! credits UMR with helping to make her dreams of being a fighter
aviator come true. "Rolla has an outstanding reputation ," she says. "My
degree gave me the analytical thinking processes for quick decisionmaking that it takes to be able to handle all emergency situations. "
She also credits her degree in electrical engineering as a positive to
an Air Force career in flying. "Not many people who fly have electrical
engineering degrees ," Weil says. "I found that I had an advantage over
some of the others in training due to my electrical engineering degree.
"My degree from UMR has certainly been a career enhancer," Weil
says.

BV Richard Hatfield
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By Richard Hatfield
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eing part of a team of engineers
during a summer co-op job at
McDonnell Douglas Corp. helped
one UMR student make a decision that has
led to a successful career.

B

"At the time I received the phone call, I didn't even know where
McDonnell Douglas was ," says Gail L. (Dolan) Hahn, ChE '82. During
that summer, Hahn worked with materials and process engineers on
the F/A-18 Hornet military jet. "I enjoyed facilitating interaction of the
different groups such as design , strength, laboratory and manufacturing personnel to bring about the end result.
"By the end of that summer, I knew that I wanted to go to work for
McDonnell Douglas," Hahn says.
After graduating from UMR, Hahn began her career at MDC in
St. Louis in 1982. She was assigned to the F/A-18 project as an
associate engineer. Her responsibilities included carbon/epoxy part fabrication , adhesive bonding of aluminum and composite assemblies,
composite repair procedures and troubleshooting manufacturing
problems associated with composite fabrication.
Although McDonnell Douglas has long been the largest private
sector employer of UMR graduates, "it is somewhat rare for chemical
engineering graduates from UMR to be employed at MDC," Hahn says.
"I am one of on ly 13 chem ical engineers from UMR in th e entire
company.
From 1984 through 1987, Hahn worked as a senior engineer at
MDC , assigned to the AV-8B Harrier aircraft project. Her responsibilities included the evalu ation of bismaleimide composite and
transparency materials. "This job provided my first experiences leading
work groups and providing input to personnel evaluations," Hahn says.
Hahn 's responsibilities changed again in 1987 through 1991 as she
attained positions of lead engin eer and unit chief with responsibilities
for several composite material research and developmen t activities. "In
this capacity, I also wrote proposals and became responsible for the
budget and schedule associated with my tasks. It was rewarding to work
directly with the military customers and suppliers on technical development," Hahn says.
Hahn 's career continued to flourish as she became the leader o f the
materials developm ent team for the El F upgrade of the F/A-18 fighter
aircraft in 1991.
"We were responsible for the development and qualification of new
materials used on the aircraft such as advanced carbon fiber epoxy
composites, advanced metallics and coatings for military a ircraft, " she
says. "The team also had responsibility for process development, nondestructive testing, and specification documentation. "
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Gail L. (Dolan) Hahn, ChE'82

As the development portion was completed, Hahn took over the
Materials, Processes and Standards functional team, reporting to F/A18 Airframe and Systems. "The whole transition from technical
specification negotiations with the Navy to first flight of the F/A-1S El F
Super Hornet has been the highlight of my career so far ," Hahn says.
Hahn is currently conductin g a portion of C-17 Globemaster III
aircraft pollution prevention research and development. "I started at this
position in 1996," she says. "The F/A-18 experiences were certainly a
highlight of my career, but first flight seemed to mark the appropriate
time to invest time in my family. "
Hahn stepped out of management and into a part-time assignment
to spend more time with her spouse (Don Hahn, ME '72) , their aging
parents and their two preschoolers.
In an allusion to the Gospel of Luke 's account of sisters Mary and
Martha, she says, "I kept thinking of those biblical words, 'but Mary
chose the better thing,' and knew that at this point o f my life this
'Martha ' has other responsibilities. "
And Hahn has not forgotten the importance of the engineering
education she received while a student at UMR. She actively participates in the UMR Corporate Development Council, serving on the
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All systems go for
astronaut candidate
Sandra Magnus
By Marianne Ward

Minority Engineering Program and Corporate Alumni Giving working
groups, and is a charter member of the Industrial Advisory Committee
for the department of chemical engineering. She also received the Distinguished Young Alumna award from the MSM-UMR Alumni
Association in 1995.
When asked her thoughts on what it takes to be a successful leader
in today 's industry, Hahn laughs and says, "I can 't answer a question
like that without a list. I would say it takes technical competence,
earning the respect of a diverse team , willingness to lead by example
- no task too great or too small- sound judgment, high energy, commitment to work 125 percent plus when that 's what it takes, and a
genuine caring for the success of the individuals on the team. "
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f all goes as planned, astronaut candidate Sandra
Magnus, Phys'86, MS EE '90, will be the next UMR
graduate in space.
Magnus, 32 , began a two-year training and evaluation period
in August 1996 at the Johnson Space Center. If she successfully
completes the program, she will be qualified for various technical
assignments as a mission specialist on a space shuttle flight crew.
Astronaut Tom Akers, AMth '73, AMth '75, a colonel in the U.S.
Air Force, became the first UMR alumnus in space in 1990.
From 1986 to 1991, Magnus worked as a stealth engineer in
internal research and development for McDonnell Douglas
Aircraft Co. , where she studied the effectiveness of radar
signature reduction techniques. She also was assigned to the
Navy 's A-12 Attack Aircraft program, primarily wo rking on the
propulsion system, until the program was canceled. From 1991
to 1996, Magnus completed her thesis work, investigating
materials for "Scandate " thermionic cathodes. The work was
supported by NASA-Lewis Research Center through a Graduate
Student Fellowship.
Magnus earned a Ph.D. from the School of Mate rial Science
and Engineering at the Georgia Institute of Technology in 1996.
She earned an Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award
in 1994 and 1996. She also won a Saturn Team Award in 1994
and a Performance Bonus Award in 1989.
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uturistic ideas and new challenges draw Nicola "Nickie " Utterback
Nelson in like a spaceship to its home port in the science fiction
novels she read as a child. Her fascination with the future and with
space missions is a thirst she can 't quench , no matter how many space
projects she participates in.

f

Her work and reading interests seemingly overlap. Nelson,
EE '66, MS EE '7 1, principal director of the systems development
and operations subdivision of The Aerospace Corp. in EI Segundo,
Calif., leads a team of 50 engineers that recommends how future
spacecraft, rockets and ground stations should look and perform.
Her group turns space mission ideas into designs using systems engineering processes and disciplines. Her subd ivision creates
conceptual designs and models for spacecraft and launch vehicles,
analyzes space system requirements, and provides operation assessments and specifications and cost engineering.
It's a juggling act, but the single biggest challenge is getting
people to think in a different way - to look beyond the present.
"The Aerospace Corp. is trying to move to conceptual architectural design, instead of working on details on existing programs,"
Nelson says. "It's a new experience for many of us. We don 't manufacture anything at Aerospace, but we help the government
conceptualize and plan future space missions which enhance
national security. We also provide technical assessments of contractors ' proposals to build and operate
these systems. "
The Aerospace Corp. operates a
federally funded research and development center established in 1960 in
California to further military space
system development. Nelson 's work
for the private, non-profit corporation
is primarily for Air Force and NASA
projects. A typical project involves
finding a way to eliminate worldwide
ground stations that track U.S. satellites.
"The Un ited States has several ground stations in fore ign
countries, and we can 't always count on a continuing presence in
some countries," Nelson says. "We 're working on satellite systems
that would keep all the ground stations in the United States. "
Nelson has just been named to a review team , overseeing the
design of the nations ' newest missile warning satellites, due to begin
operating after the turn of the century.
It's a challenging project for any seasoned pro, but Nelson is a
relative rookie in the principal director's position. She has been at
the helm just six months.
"This is a very nice promotion ," Nelson says. "It's always satisfy ing to gain the respect of your co-workers. It 's wonderful to sit
down with people who are brilliant in the ir fields and help them
achieve the th ings they want to accomplish. "
Being a woman in positions such as this can be both a blessing
and a curse.
"When you 're in the minority, you get noticed ," she says. "If
you do well, you 're noticed. If you don 't do well, you're noticed.
Either way, you don 't get lost in the crowd. "

Her ultimate success, she says, depends on her team members.
"I work hard , and I have a talent for getting a group of people
to do things," Nelson says. "But it is up to everyone on the team
to make complex space systems work. "
Being in the minority is nothing new. While her husband ,
Dona ld Nelson, MS EE '66, PhD EE '73, was finishing his doctorate
degree, she was a techn ician in UMR's min ing department, working
in southern Illinois coal mines to determine the effect of climate on
roof fracturing.
"I was the first woman allowed to enter some of these mines ,"
Nelson says. "It was believed that women in mines brought bad
luck. "
Though the thinking seems of ancient times, the year was 1972.
Before that time , she admits she met with some opposition in
classes at UMR , especially as an undergraduate in the mid-1960s.
She credits , however, her many mentors for providing guidance
and assistance; among them from UMR: Jam es G rimm , Jack
Morri s, MS EE '65, Ron Fannin and Thom as Herrick, EE '58, MS
EE '68.
"I had some negative instructors in
other disciplines, but every double-E
professor was positive about my
career choice," Nelson says.
She started out as a nuclear engineering major at UMR , but switched
to electrical engineering because she
didn 't want 7 a.m. chemistry classes.
She also wanted to be closer to a EE
boyfriend.
"I didn 't end up marrying him ,
but, happily , that former boyfriend
and his wife are still my good friends, " she says.
While work is a dominating factor in her life, she also takes time
out for traveling, skiing and scuba diving.
"People have to remember that there are things other than
work," Nelson says. "I'm a strong believer in vacations. I think you
come back with a different perspective and it 's important to look
for new perspectives in my work. "
She also finds time for reading. She learned to read at age 4,
so that she could begin to explore different worlds - if only in her
mind - until she was old enough to design the systems to get
there.

"It's always satisfying to gain
the respect of your co-workers.
It's wonderful to sit down with
people who are brilliant in their
fields and help them achieve
the things they want
to accomplish. "
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Opposite page: Nickie Nelson, ££ '66, MS ££'71 .
Background image:Nickie as a technician in UMR 's
mining department working in southern Illinois
coal mines to determine the effect of climate on
rooffracturing (spring of 1973).
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Spinning the Web at Berkeley Lab
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By Andrew Careaga

it was apiec
And knowil

ngineers and scientists may have
built the information
highway , but English majors
like Ruby Tebelak, Eng1'74,
will make it work. For people
like Tebelak, who has a strong
background
in
technical
writing, the key to the
Internet's success lies not in
the me dium , but in the
message.

E

As director o f th e Tec hni cal and Electron ic
Informatio n Departm ent (TEID) at Ernest
Orlando L awrence Berkeley N ational Labora tory , o ne o f th e nati on 's larges t national
research ce nters, Tebelak is lead ing an
ambi tio us effort to make Berkeley Lab 's
intern al electronic info rmation system a model fo r all natio nallaboratori es. But her responsibilities don' t end with spinn ing pages for Berkeley
L ab 's World Wid e Web site (http://www.lbl. govl). Tebelak also oversees
th e library, th e archives and records departm ent, audio and visual
services, photo services, the printin g p lant, and graphic design and
tec hnica l ed itin g services. With 80 employees and a budget of about
$6 millio n, Tebelak 's departm ent is mu ch like a large co nsultin g firm to
a campus com munity tha t includes No bel Prize-w innin g scientists.
Tebelak describes herse lf as an en trepreneur in th e Berkeley L ab
co mmunity. H er bigges t job involves inn ova ti on : " marketin g o ur
services and co nstantly look in g fo r new areas where we ca n provid e
valu e added." And th at approac h see ms to be workin g: $5 milli o n of
her $6 m illi o n budge t is " revenu e" Tebelak 's departm ent takes in by
providing services to her " customers" in the lab.
Th rown into this mix o f traditional co mmun ica ti ons duti es are the
new respo nsibilities wrought by th e digital revolution. Tebelak manages
and m aintain s much of Berkeley Lab 's in tern al electronic com munications structure, includin g its electronic library system . And she is diving
ri ght into th e new co mmunica tio ns tec hn o logies, conv in ced th at th ese
new delivery systems will be only as good as the messages th ey carry.
" My ultimate goal," she says, " is to be th e model for all th e na ti onal
labs wh en it com es to profeSSio nal communi ca ti on and digital inn ovati on . Th e digi tal revo lutio n is going to have as grea t an impact o n th e
way people communica te as the in ventio n o f th e printing press."
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In revolutions , kings o ften lose their hea ds. And so it see ms to be
w ith this one. Tebelak fre ts about high -level corporate types, enamored
w ith new tech nology, spendin g hours writin g bizspeak and "just
throwin g it out on th e Web ." On th e Internet, a lo t of bad writin g is
trying to pass itself o ff as good corporate PR. And Tebelak, for on e,
doesn 't buy it.
" People who never wrote before sudd enly fee l ve ry free to publish
o n th e Web," she says. " In o ne way it 's very liberating, but it 's also
dismayin g . ... What is really missin g from th e Web is good design, good
nav igational tools, and quality writing."
But the corporate world is heeding Tebelak 's message, w hich she
preach es to groups like th e Institu te for El ectronics and Electrical
Engin eers and her alma mater. (S he returns to UMR nearly annually to
d iscuss the future o f technical writin g with students.) Prospects for
techni ca l wr iters who ca n wr ite w ell and write com puter code have
never been better , she says.
Wh en Tebelak graduated from UMR, " I had no idea what tec hnical
writin g was. " A few yea rs later , she discovered th e fi eld quite by
accident. She was lookin g for a job as a co mm ercia l artist w ith AirR esearch Manu facturing Co., a Torrance, Cali f. , firm wh ich employed her
husband, Andr ew C. Tebelak, MSEE'73. Sh e had completed a
master 's degree in English from the University of California-Dominguez
Hills, and was teaching at Californ ia State at the tim e. She didn 't get the
art job, but whi le th ere AirResearch 's person nel director talked her in to
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taking an editing test. She ach ieved the
highest score ever on the test, and the
personnel director offered her a job as a
technical writer.
She credits her UM R undergraduate
education for honing her writing and editing
abilities. "It was the way English was taught
in the upper-level courses at UMR that made
me a good writer," she says. "There was a lot
of emphasis on writing and rewriting. "
Professors like Mich ael Pa trick, Jim
Wise, Clyde Wade, and J im and Marilyn
Pog ue "taught us how to analyze - whether
it was a piece of poetry, an essay, or a novel. "
And knowing how to analyze a subject is a
critical skill for technical writers, she says.
"You 're not a good technical writer if you
can 't analyze well and you can 't present
organized thoughts. "
So in 1980 she began her technical
writing career as lead editor of the Department of Energy Centrifuge Program at
AirResearch. In 1985 she joined aerospace
giant Northrop Corp. as manager of a publications group, later becoming a senior
proposal engineer specialist. That meant a lot
of technical writing. In the late '80s, she was
responsible for the Navy Technical Volume of
the Advanced Tactical Fighter proposal, a
jOint effort by Northrop and McDonnell
Douglas. She had to work with some 50
engineers from Northrop and 50 from
McDonnell Douglas, and organize and coordinate a 3 ,500-page, top-secret proposal.
"We worked very long hours, holidays
and weekends, " she says. The biggest
challenge was to give the document, cobbled
together by some 100 engineers, a single,
consistent voice. "We had to make it all flow
together. "
In 1991 , she accepted a position with
Lawrence livermore National Laborator ies,
where she wrote and edited scientific publications on a variety of research and
development topics. Then in March 1995,
Tebelak accepted the TEID director 's job at
Berkeley Lab.
Runn ing her entrepreneurial "firm " in a
large academic setting presents a clash of
cultures at times. She must aggreSSively
market her department 's services to the
entire laboratory - an approach fore ign to
many university and government settings.
"Also , one of the biggest challenges here
is being a director without a technical degree
and working with people who have Ph . D. 's
in physics," she adds.
And now, she 's tackling the ambitious
goal of making Berkeley Lab 's electronic information system a model for all national
labs. It's a huge undertaking. The lab 's Web
site is a conglomeration of 70 separate
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servers that house more than 2,000 indexed
sites - those listed in search e ngines such as
AltaVista or Yahoo l - and another 8,000 that
are not indexed. About 12,000 researchers,
government offiCials, students, ed ucators and
others visit th e site each day. Developing a
consistent "presence " for th e lab 's myriad Web
pages will be difficult , but she has formed a
Web team to ensure that this goal is accom plished. Developing usage standards - and

enforcing them - will prove to be another
formidable task.
But Tebelak 's strong background in communication and management will ensure that
Berkeley has a Web site that is not only attractive , but also informative. After all , what good
is a new medium if the message isn 't well communicated? As Tebelak puts it: "The message
is still what's important, and we can 't let
ourselves be mesmerized by the tools. "

For Terry Aslin,

plastics

is the name of the game
BV Richard Hatfield
items as Kleenex tissues and Huggies diapers,
in New Milford, Conn. Aslin was then transferred to Memph is, Tenn., and worked there
as a manufacturing engineer and later as a
process engineer.
But in 1987 Aslin, originally from the St.
Louis are, came back to Missouri a nd
plastics, at Plastics Molding Co. Inc. "I started
as a general manager and was responsible for
the safety and production operations of the
plant," she says.
Aslin , ME '82 , is president of Plastics
Molding Co. Inc. of
Aslin became president
St. Louis,
a subsidiary of Bachman Machine
of the organization in 1993.
Co. , also of St. Louis. The
Her corporate responsibilities include the company's
company was founded in 1946
and currently employs about 35
financial
and
corporate
matters. "And I am responsipeople.
"We make custom thermoset
ble for special engineering
and thermoplastic parts and comprojects that involve quality
ponents which are used in a
standards for our company,"
variety of industries, " Aslin says.
she says. "Our company will
need to meet the quality
And some of those plastic parts
are used in the automotive, agrilevel standard (lSO-9002)
cultural, consumer appliances and
for manufacturing, "
Terry L.B. Aslin,
commercial appliances industries.
Aslin has some positive
ME '82
"Our name never really shows up
thoughts about what it takes
on the products, but our plastic parts are
to be a successful leader in today 's industry.
certainly being used in a lot of areas, " she
"I think a successful leader is tenacious, yet
says.
tempered with patience," she says. "A person
It actually took Aslin a while to become inhas to learn which issues are worth fighting
for and when compromise is an acceptable
terested in plastics. After graduating from
Rolla , she worked for Stone and Webster, an
solution. "
engineering consulting firm in Boston. It was
Aslin credits the education she received at
during th is job that she decided to change
UMR with helping her toward a successful
career paths.
career. "My education helped me in two very
"I had really always wanted to go into the
important ways ," she says. "First, it gave me
manufacturing area of engineering," Aslin
the basic technical foundation that I needed
says. She went to work as a manufacturing
to work with. And it helped teach me how
engineer for Kimberly-Clark Corp., a paper
and where to get the information tha t I
products company which manufactures such
needed to do my job "

erry L.B . Aslin might
never have seen the
movie "The Graduate."
But there is one line in th at movie
- when Ben 's neighbor tells him
the future lies in "just one word:
plastics" - that she apparently
heard about.
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Little things in
life count with
physician

to

By Marianne Ward

Get out of bed in the morning.
Take a shower.
Eat breakfast.
Brush your teeth.
T hese seemingly simple daily ritua ls often becom e the goals that
La urie Behm sets for her patients. Behm, L Sci '84, is a physician who
specia lizes in spinal cord injury patients, inpatient rehabilitation , pain
management, increasing patient mobility and Workers Com pensa tion
cases.
Regardless of th eir physical limitations, Behm has one clear, simple
goal for her patients: to improve their q uali ty of life. Tho ugh keenly
aware of their deficits, Behm focuses o n patients ' strengths.
" I always have hope," says the Jopli n, Mo., p hysician. " I've seen
patients with the worst injuries do their best. My goal is to send every
patient home with som e degree of functioning. "
T he road to achievement, however, often is wro ught with patients '
bitter struggles to com e to grips with th eir injuries and their new
lifestyles. Behm , however, has a remarkable way of turning their anger
into energy to work through the ph ysical limitations.
"T he best part about th e work I do is that my patients almost always
ge t better," Behm says. " I am very goal-ori ented. I want to see m y
patients improve their quality o f life and to achieve the highest level they
ca n achieve. "
Their achievement levels even amaze her so metimes.
" 1 have pati ents who I thought would never walk and th en th ey
come in eight months later walking with a ca ne," Behm says. " It's such
a wond erful experience. "
Th e recovery period ca n be as tryin g for families as for th e pati ents
themselves. " I have to tell families to be patient," she says. " T he healing
process takes a long time ."
Despite th e ph ysica l obstacles her patients face, none is greater than
the health care industry cha nges. Rehabilitatio n is o ften no t deemed
necessary by insurance and federal agencies.
''I've seen 16-year-olds who go to nursing homes rather than have
rehabilitation," Beh m says. "Th at 's probably a worst-case scenari o. but
even on a daily basis, th ere is so much paperwork. Just to order a
wheelcha ir, I have to clear it with a case manager and an insurance
company. Sometimes it 's a fight.·'
Behm never hesitates to get in to the ring for her patients.
" I will beg for services if I have to," she says.
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Laurie Behm, LSci '84, with a patient.

"The best part about the work
I do is that my patients almost
always get better, "
It 's those kin ds of efforts, alo ng with her winn ing personality, th at
make her one of the most sough t-after physicians in the field .
" I enjoy what I do," Behm says. " I really love working with head
injury patients. They 're disoriented at first, but they make so much
progress and do so well. It really is amazing."
Behm is married to Rand all Woo d, ME '85, MS ME ' 7, the vice
president of manufacturing of Able Body Manufacturing in Joplin. T hey
have two ch ildren, Ryan Wood , 4, and Madison Wood , 2.
" Being a m other has helped me develop a grea ter sense of compassion ," Behm says. " I see patients as being vulnerable and needin g
compassion . I think they sense that I care. "
She ca res if her patients are able to get out of bed in the morning,
take a shower, ea t breakfast and brush their own teeth.
It is, after all, the little things in life that count, she says.
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usan Klemmer swore she would never go back to
school after earning her master's degree in
computer science from UMR in 1966.

For the next seven years,
she worked at th e General
Motors
Research
Labs ,
where tim e played its inevitable tricks on her mind.
When she looked bac k,
school didn 't seem all that
bad. It was, perhaps, even
fun to study a nd learn. And
although it would require
more schooling, she decided
she wa nted to become a
doctor. Never mind th at she
had already completed 19
years of sc hooling a nd had
two children. She was determined to work with people
Susan Klemmer, CSci'66, center,
rather than machines.
"I like talking with people,
and that didn't go very well with computer programming, " Klemmer
says.
Her husband , Robert Klemmer, and children, Carl and Edwin , were
very supportive duriAg the fir;;t two years of pre-med training at Oakland
University in Rochester, Mich.
"I had to go back for two years to take chemistry, physics, biology
an d other refreshers I needed to take the entrance exam ," Klemmer
says.
By then, she was 3 1, and th is was at a time when age discrimination
wasn't a legal issue. Despite her "old age ," she was accepted into
Michigan State College of Human Medicine.
"I was 1 0 years older than most of the other students," she says. "We
had two small children and my husband had to take care of them a lot
of the time because I was involved in a track that required self-study and
group work instead of going to formal classes. "
Michiga n State boasts a strong family practice program , bu t Klemmer
decided she wanted to specialize in dermatology.
"Instead of being a generalist and having to know a little about everything, I wanted to know one area more thoroughly ," she says. "I like
to know everything about a subject - th at's probably due to my strong
math background. "
In addition to the fou r years of medical school and one-year intern sh ip, the residency in dermatology at Henry Ford Hospital in DetrOit,

Mich., required a no th er three
years.
"Ma ny wome n feel th ey
suffer sex discrimination in
medical school, but I never felt
th at," Klemmer says. "Perhaps
it's because I was used to being
th e o nly female or one of on ly
two or three females in my
master's classes a t UMR "
Twenty-nin e
years
of
schooli ng (since kin dergarten)
later, Klemm er is a dermatologist
who handles patients with skin
cancer, moles, keratosis, rashes,
eczema and other skin maladies.
She also treats sun-damaged
with members of her staff.
skin and does chemical peels to
help hide th e lines of aging.
"It's easy to be successful as a female dermatologist," she says. "First
the female patients come a nd then they bring their husbands an d
children. "
The job definitely beats working on computers.
"I love getting to work with people, " she says. "I like explaini ng
things. We do a lot of patient ed uca tion so that patients can keep
prob lems from comi ng back. "
Education is fin e with her husba nd , as long as it's her patie nts who
are getti ng the education, she says.
Although she isn 't seriously considering getting a noth er degree ,
"Every now and then , I threaten my husband that I'm goin g to go back
to school," Klemmer says.

"Instead of being a generalist and having
to know a little about everything,
I wanted to know one area more
thoroughly. I like to know everything
about a subject - that's probably due to
my strong math background. "
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s an eager teen -ager, Charlotte A. Bhasin, Psyc '77, volunteered
for the Peace Corps. Determined to help others, she was certain her
boundless enthusiasm and energy would compensate for her lack
of experience and college degree. But the Peace Corps felt otherwise.

A

Undaunted, Bhasin headed to UMR. During those four years her
focus remained on helping others, but the Peace Corps vision of her
youth dimmed. A desire to earn a master's degree replaced it.
"Durin g my undergraduate psychology observational experiences,
they kept putting me in occ upational therapy se ttings," Bhasin says. "I
saw that there were good job opportunities, so I turned to occupational therapy beca use the market for psych maj ors was so poor. At that
time, psych majors were a dim e a dozen. "
She earn ed a master's degree in occupational therapy from Western
Michigan University in Kalamazoo , Mich ., and is a licensed, registered
occupational therapist who today heads the Rehabilitation Services for
the Health Care Ve ntures of th e Cleveland Clinic Fo undation in
Cleveland, Ohio. Bhasin practiced occupational therapy for 15 years
before becoming director over 140 therapists this year.
Her biggest challenge is one that is echoed throughout the medical
industry: how to cu t costs without sacrificin g patien t care.
"T he biggest challe nge is deciding how to deli ver effective health
outcomes under insura nce companies' rules ," she says. "An insurance
company now will say, ' Here is a capped rate . You figure out the best
way to treat the patient with the money you 've got to work with. ",

While it sounds daunting, "it's actually an exciting time ," Bhasin
says. "['m trying to figure out how to revamp the systems to make the
necessary cost reductions with out sacrificing quality. "
The Cleveland Clinic has implemented a "pooled " staffing model ,
which allows therapists to go where they are needed most - the
hospital , an outpatient clinic or a specific program.
"We used to have separate groups of therapists throughout the organ ization and several different departments and budgets," Bhasin says.
"Now, we have combined into one group and elimina ted the financ ial
barriers that kept us separate. We now have the fl exibility to have therapists going where they are needed most. "
S he misses th e direct patient contact, but "being at the helm where
I can affect health care change is in some ways even better than being
a therapist," she says. "Although I am no longer responsible for direct
patient care, in a way , I can affect more patients through successful administration. "
It is not easy charting and implementing new courses, but it may well
be the toughest job she'll ever love.
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Patients spice up Latham's life
By Marianne Ward

ariety is the spice of life for Angela
Latham, PetE '83, a family practice
physician in Denison, Texas.
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"While I was going through medical school, I liked every rotation, so
I decided to go into fa mily practice," she says. "Family practice enables
me to do a little of everything. "
In addition to the traditional fam ily practice areas, she also handles
deliveries. "I really enjoyed obstetrics, but I wan ted more of a variety,"
she says. "I knew that by locating my practice in a small town I would
be able to do both fa mily practice and OB."
With its 23,000 residents, Denison is comparable to Rolla , she says.
"I really enjoy life in a small town ," she says. "I didn 't want the confin ements that come with a big-city practice. I wanted the variety."
Changes in th e insurance industry have affected Latham 's practice.
To gain bargaining power with HMOs (health maintenance organizations) , Latham join ed Texoma Care, part of the Texoma HealthCare
System. One of the keys to a successful practice, she says, is staying on
top of insurance changes.
"It has a potential to be a cr isis, but I hope it's something we can
avoid ," she says. "California started HMOs and we can learn from their
mistakes."
As a young girl, Latham wanted to be a doctor and admired an a unt
who was a nurse. During high school, however, she decided she wan ted
financia l independence in fo ur years. She followed her father 's (James
Latham, EE '59 , MS Phys '64, PhD Phys '6 7) footsteps to UMR, where
she majored in petroleum engin eering. Her brother, Paul, CSci '84, was
at UMR at the same time. After graduation , she worked for three years
at Dowell-Schlumbuger.
Eventually the same yearning to be a doctor that she felt in her youth
returned.
For the next two years, while workin g at Texas Instruments as a
quality assurance engineer, she studied pre-requisites for medical
school. Then, she was accepted into medical school at Texas A & M.
"The first two years of medical school were a real struggle for me ,"
Latham says. "In engin eering, I had worked on problem-solving. To
switch from that to strict memorization was a real challenge. "
Th e third and fo urth years on rotation were exactly what the future
doctor ordered. " It was grea t," she says. "We return ed to problemsolving." During her fourth year, she won the Outstanding Studen t
Award, a peer-selected award that recognizes outstanding performance.
"If I had doubts about being a doctor, that award helped erase them
all," she says. "It was as if th ey were saying, 'You struggled th e first two
years, but you really pulled through. '"
Th at year proved to be a good on e. She also married Ken
Altnether, ME '85. They are expecting their first child in September.
Latham doesn 't feel the years spent in th e petroleu m industry were
a waste.
"I needed time to be indepe ndent and gain the confidence to go to
medical school," she says.
Now , she says, "I love my job. I can 't see myself doing anyth in g
else."
SlImll1er 1997

Angela Latham, PetE '83

In addition to the traditional
family practice areas, Latham
also handles deliveries.
"1 really enjoyed obstetrics,
but I wanted more of a variety.
I knew that by locating my
practice in a small town I
would be able to do both
family practice and DB. "
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"Catering to cowards" is
Rebecca Siscel's forte
BV Marianne Ward

s

orne people dread going to see Rebecca Siscel, LSci '83. They would
rather suffer in excruciating pain than walk through the doors of her
office. Yet she's no ogre, or even a collection agent. She 's a dentist who
caters to cowards.
"I think we all cater to cowards," says Siscel. Her successful
practice, which she began in 1987 and expanded in 1993 by purchasing a retiring dentist 's practice, is located in Kirkwood, Mo.
But eve n all th e latest instruments lack luster compared to her
ability to help patients relax.
"['m a people person, " Siscel says. "People perceive me as a
caring person and down to earth - what people see is what they
get. I think that 's because of my
approach. I'm able to make
patients feel comfortable and at
ease. I think nurturing comes
naturally for a woman. "
Not too many years ago ,
female dentists were a rarity. Now,
she has patients who are pleased
to tell that all their doctors are
women.
"['m sure a few patients seek
me ou t beca use I am a woman, "
she says. They stay, however,
because she 's competent and
caring.
Becoming a dentist has long
been a dream for Siscel. As a high
school senior, she spent afternoons observing in a dental office.
Since then , she 's continued to
rearrange her schedule to meet
her goal - first with schoolin g,
then with building her practice.
When she learned the University of Missouri-Kansas City dental
school would be closed for a rare
Rebecca Siscel, LSci'83
three-week brea k while the
equipment was being changed,
she decided to take adva ntage of it. "We planned for our
daughter , Heath er, to be born during that period," S iscel says.
"And , she was born on her due date."
Three years later, just as she was open in g her practice, "our
son, Jordan , was born. "
"Unfortunately, I did n 't have th e luxury of taking off six
weeks. After just two weeks, I went back to work. "
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Her husband, David SisceI, EE '83, has an MBA and recently
earned his law degree. He has his own law practice in Kirkwood.
While her career has been important, Siscel is most proud of
her family. "It's wonderful to have a good family to come home
to," she says.
The family recently moved down the block to a house with a
bigger yard and a basement. "The last house was 125 years old
and we did a lot of work on it," she
says. "It was great and fun , but the
kids needed a place to play."
Home repairs will continue to take
up the couple 's spare tim e in the
"new" house, built in the 1950s.
Fixing up the 43-year-old house is
almost as much work as keeping up a
practice, she says. In th e early days
th e practice was a financial struggle,
but today being her own boss has its
advantages.
"There are pros and cons to being
self-em ployed, but the biggest
advantage is the fl exible schedule,"
Siscel says.
Th ere are long days and she
doesn't get paid for time off, but that 's
what it takes to build a successful
practice, she says.
Siscel's confidence today may
have its roots in her days at UMR.
"UMR gave me a good foundation.
Early in dental school , a lot of the
courses were a review" of subjects she
learned at UMR , she says. "There
were nine life science majors wh ile I
was at Rolla, and most went o n to
become doctors. We encouraged one another to obtain our
goals. "
Th e fact th at she obtained her goals gives Siscel and her
patie nts something to smile about. After th e initial visit, patients
may not look forward to a return visit, bu t they don 't dread it
anymore - unless , of co urse , it 's a root canal. Everyone has a
right to dread that.
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Kathleen Bledsoe Bottroff, LSci' 83, center with her
daughter, Andrea, left, and office manager Kimberlee.

F

ora long time, it seemed no one
believed in Kathleen Bledsoe
Bottroff, LSci'83.

From the time she was eight years old, she wan ted to be a doctor,
but could only share this dream with an uncle. When she left home and
married, her dreams were still far out on the horizon. The calli ng to be
a doctor became stronger each year, and finally, at age 30, Botlroff was
determined she would go to school. She started by earning a li fe
sciences degree at UMR , and then was accepted to the Kirksville College
of Osteopathic Medicine in Kirksville , Mo.
"It wasn 't until my children were in school that I started medical
school, " she says.
Still , it wasn't easy. "The resistance was great," Boltroff says. "My
fam ily had to make a lot of sacrifices while I was in medical school. "
Because of the obstacles she had to overcome, Boltroff today
delivers more than medicine in her Houston , Texas, family and general
practice clinic.
"As a physician , I am able to witness to people and to help them not
just physically, but emotionally as well ," Boltroff says. "I th ink guilt,
anger, resentment and unresolved issues impact our bodies. Over time ,
those negative feelings take their toll. Our bodies have so much to cope
with. That's why I take time to listen to my patients. I try to see them as
a whole person, not just treat the symptom. "
The only drawback, she says, is keeping on schedule.
"I sometimes get behind - despite my best efforts," she says.
The rewards , however, far outweigh any scheduling snags.
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"My proudest ach ievement is my medical practice," she says. "I
have a great staff that is honest, self-motivated and very talented.
Patients feel that we are loving and caring. I don 't like this non-touch
policy in today 's society. We tell our patients, 'We like to hug here,' and
then ask, 'Is that OK with you?'"
She encourages and prov ides support to others, and that's the way
she was treated a t UMR. Her professors "were extremely encouraging
at a time when I most needed encouragement," she says. "I don 't think
I could have made it without Dr. Nord Gale (now chair and professor
o f life sciences). He 's a Christian and kept his fa ith. He also is a
wonderful teacher. Also, Dr. Roger and Peggy Brown were great
teachers, as well as friends. "
To keep stress from building in life today, Boltroff practices Tai-Chi,
a Chinese exercise that involves slow movements in dance-like form to
center one 's energies and develop balance and strength. She also participates in a Bible study fellowsh ip.
Her husband , David, is an electronics and electric signal expert who
supports her work as a doctor a nd encourages her to enjoy li fe. "For
fun , we host foreign exchange students," Boltroff says. "We run them
all over and take road trips everywhere. "
Foreign exchange students help keep the nest from fee li ng empty
now that her children are on their own. Her daughter, Andrea, is a
student at Southwest Baptist University, and her son, Mati, is working
in Iowa.
One legacy she will not pass to her children is that of disbelief. She
wants her ch ildren to know that their fa ith in God and their goals and
dreams are important. And hugs along the way let them know they are
loved.

"1 think guilt, anger, resentment
and unresolved issues impact
our bodies. Over time, those
negative feelings take their toll.
Our bodies have so much to
cope with. That's why I take
time to listen to my patients. I
try to see them as a whole
person, not just treat the
symptom. "
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Searching for the
fountain of youth
By Marianne Ward

F

ive hundred years after Juan Ponce de Leon searched for the fountain of
youth, the quest continues. W hile Ponce de Leon made his way to Florida,
today 's explorers often head for the offices of plastic surgeons.

Plastic surgery can erase years off a person 's face , but it may
An added bonus has been the critical thinking skills she
not be for everyone, says Jane (Riolo) Nemecek, Chem '81 ,
learned as an undergraduate. "I think my education at UMR has
LSci '8 1, a plastic and reconstructive surgeon.
helped me, particularly the engineering classes. I learned there
"Just because you can do it, doesn 't mean you should," says
were several ways to solve a problem, and I learned how to
Nemecek, who works with Park Nicollet Clinic,
decide which way was best. I am able to expart of the HealthSystem Minnesota network.
trapolate the information I need to solve a
"You have to choose where and when to use
problem. "
to your skills. "
Nemecek has spent 16 of the last 20 years
It's a delicate balance that is based on exin school. From UMC, she went to Barnes
pectations and outcome. If a woman wants a
Hospital and Washington University School of
facelift because her husband is seeing a
MediCine, where she eventually served as a
you nger woman , the surgery may not be apclinical instructor. There, she conducted tests
propriate because the wife may falsely assume
on silicone breast implants and a new trilucent
that a facelift will fix everything. If a woman
breast implant.
wants to enhance her career opportunities,
"We published about 10 articles on the
that's a reasonable chOice, Nemecek says.
subject, " Nemecek says.
While many believe plastic surgeons
Silicone and saline breast implants may
perform just facelifts and breast augmentainterfere with an accurate reading on a
tions, a majority of Nemecek's time is spent on
mammogram. "But you can see through the
facial reconstruction - particularly after skin
trilucent breast implant, so it gives more
cancer and aCCidents, fixing cleft palates and
accurate results," she says.
performing breast reductions.
Nemecek joined the 400-physician network
Jane (Riolo) Nemecek,
"Generally, people are surprised to learn
in Minneapolis in 1993. She is one of three
plastic surgeons in the group. She also provides
that I do more breast reductions than aug- Chem'Sl, LSci 'Sl
mentations," Nemecek says. "Women are
clinical instruction at the University of
more phYSically active and involved today,
Minnesota. She and her husband Doug, a
While many believe
and when you have neck and back pain as
psychiatrist, are expecting their second child
a result of large breasts, there is no need to plastic surgeons perform this month.
suffer. "
During the last four years , her reputation
just facelifts and breast
Nemecek decided to pursue a career in
for success and for paying attention to the
augmentations, a
details has spread in the Twin Cities area.
plastic surgery after spending a night reattaching a farmer's thumb during her third
majority of Nemecek's Patients increasingly find their way to
Nemecek's office. "It's the little things that can
year of residency at the University of
time is spent on facial really make a difference. For example, if a
Missouri-Columbia School of Medicine.
"I really like the detailed aspect of plastic
patient needs a skin graft taken from an ear,
reconstruction surgery," she says. "It 's very specific. We
it 's important to know which ear they use for
particularly after skin the telephone. By talking with patients, you
have to take as much care with the first
stitch as we do with th e last.
cancer and accidents, can avoid a Significant disability," Nemecek
says. "Beyond the technical challenges, the
"Ever since I was little, I wanted to be a
fixing cleft palates and biggest challenge is being sure you 're doing
doctor," she says. "I came to UMR knowing
the right thing for the patient. "
I would get a good education and would
performing breast
When it's right, patients feel as if they have
have a career to fall back on if I didn 't get
reductions.
found the fountain of youth.
accepted to medical school. "
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t isn't hard to understand why getting votes for her candidate is what counts
most for Karen Mohan Day, Econ '85, of St. Louis. She is finance director
for "Missourians for Kit Bond," the campaign committee for the re-election
effort of U.S. Sen. Christopher (Kit) S. Bond.

I

Day started working as th e Republican senator's finance director in
January. "The campaign is up and running, and my job is to make the
money for his re-election in November 1998," Day says.
Day got her first taste for the political life in 1991 , when she volunteered for challen ger James M. Talent, a Republican for Missouri 's
second congressional district. Day joined his staff in 1992. Talen t's bid
for U.S. Congress was successful in 1992, and he was re-elected in
1994.
In 1995, Day went to work statewide for the election of Missouri Republican J o hn Hancock, who was running for the office of Missouri
Secretary of State. Hancock lost the election to Democratic cand idate
Bekki Cook.
Before getting involved in th e political arena , Day was in sales. "After
graduating from Rolla, I spent seven years in sales, selling everything
from computers and telecommunications to pharmaceuticals. " Day is
also co-owner of a rental concept salon and beauty supply center,
Headliners LTD, loca ted in Creve Coeur, Mo. She also owns and
manages a couple of apartment buildings in South St. Louis.
She credits an ability to lead and having talented people around her
as being instrumental in making her career successful so far. "I think a
good leader is someone who is very fair and who knows what direction
they wan t to go ," Day says. "I a lso feel that good leaders surround
themselves with bright people who are self-starters and then let th e m
take the ball and run with it. As a leader in your own bUSin ess, you have
to have an eye for people with growth potential. "
Th ose character istics a re also useful in the political field , Day
believes. "Th e campaign structure is similar to ru nnin g my business. I
have 20 con tractors in my business along with support staff, which is
challenging and successful, so I have run my political affairs in a similar
manner," she says.
But Day, who transferred to UMR fro m Western lIIinois University,
cred its the education she received at UMR as most beneficial to her
success. "I have to give UMR a lo t of credit," she says. "Rolla has far
more emphasis on academics.
"For a state-supported university, Rolla is far superior to ma ny other
schools around th e country," Day says. "Rolla attracts the brightest
students from this region. Th e school does an excellent job overall and
for me it was a very positive experience."
She says that she received the type of education at Rolla that has
allowed her to go forward in her life and ambitions. "The value of the
education I received is incredible," Day says. "I feel proud to say I
graduated from UMR. "
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Karen Mohan Day, Econ'85

"I think a good leader is someone who
is very fair and who knows what
direction they want to go. I also feel
that good leaders surround themselves
with bright people who are self-starters
and then let them take the ball and run
with it. As a leader in your own
business, you have to have an eye for
people with growth potential. "
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Paula Lutz studies lead's effect
on children's immune systems
By Marianne Ward
Photos for this article by Dan Seifert/Stone House Photography

T

wo-year-Old Jaclyn looks the picture of health. She 's energetic, has clear
skin and bright eyes, and can tell you all about Barney, her favorite
dinosaur. What she can 't tell you, however, is that she has a higher-than-

recommended level of lead in her blood.
ead 's silence is one of its greatest weapons. Over the long
term , high lead levels can lead to brain damage and , in
extreme cases, death. At lower levels, elevated lead may
affect attention span and IQ.
"Th at 's why screening is so important, " says Paula Lutz ,
Chem/LSci '76, an associate professor of life sciences at UMR who is
studying the effects of lead in childre n. " If the levels are elevated, we
want to find out what is causing the elevation, eliminate it, and then
get the level down as fast as possible. "
Jaclyn 's mother, Pamela, is determined to lower Jaclyn's lead
levels.
"Our house is old ," Pamela says. "There are old pipes and old
paint, but we 've been trying to make some differences. One of the
changes I've made is I don 't use tap water anymore. I've also been
watching her more closely when she's outside. I also try to keep her
away from my husband 's cigarette butts, and he doesn 't smoke
around her. "
The changes are easy in comparison to watching as blood is
drawn from her daughter.
"I don't like the fact that she has to go through that, but I know
it 's necessary," Pamela says. "This is my first child, and I'm glad they
told me (about lead a nd its effects) because I don 't want her to be
sick. She is the most important thing to me. "
Jaclyn is fortunate. The level of lead in her blood is borderline,
and her parents are doing everyth ing they can to lower it. But Jaclyn 's
mother also worries abou t other children and hopes she can help
them by participating in Lutz's research program.
"I think it 's great we 're participating in the study, " she says. "I'd
like to help everybody if I could. "
Lutz is conducting research to determine how elevated lead levels
affect the immune systems of children. A $450,000, five-year grant
from the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
supports the study of immunity in children , ages nine months to six
years, who have been exposed to lead in their environment.

L

Above: Two-year-old Jaclyn gets her blood drawn at
the Springfield-Greene County (Mo.) Health Department.
24

(Continued on page 26)
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Left: Paula with
Helen and
Katelynn.

Lutz' study , continued - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Th e research study focuses on children who participate in two
programs of the Springfield-Greene County (Mo.) Health Department:
the Women , Infants a nd Children Progra m (WIC) a nd the Lead
Poisoning Preven tion Program. Thus far , the study has linked elevated
lead levels to an increase in immunoglobulin E, a n antibody protein in
blood, which when found in high levels may increase a child's chances
of developing alle rgies. A possible li nk also has been found with a
weakened response to childhood immunizations , such as those for
measles and mumps.
Katelynn is anoth er of the more than 250 children who participate
in the research study.
This is th e first time Helen , a nurse and Katelynn 's mother, has had
a child test high for lead levels. "I hope I'll be able to find out what is
ca usi ng it and eliminate th e proble m," she says. " If I hadn 't had the
screening, I wouldn 't have recognized that th ere was a problem.
Katelynn 's father works in masonry, "so she 's exposed to lim e dust, "
Helen says. "There are also paint ch ips on one board in the house that
I would never have noticed if I had n't had the scree nin g. It has made
me open my eyes and think about it. "

As part of the study, Lutz is also looking

at environmental factors that might affect
the lead levels and the immune system,
including smoking. "There's an interesting correlation: if there is a smoker in the
home, the child is more likely to have
elevated lead levels. "
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Participating in the study means that not only her daughter Katelynn
benefits , but others may as well.
As part of the study, Lutz is also looking at environmental factors that
might affect th e lead levels and the immune system, including smoking.
"There's an interesting correlation: if there is a smoker in the home, the
child is more likely to have elevated lead levels, " Lutz says. "It's not necessarily that cigarettes are the source of lead, but it just might be that
there is a relationship. Cigarette smoke might irritate the child's lungs
and cause more absorption of lead from th e child's environment, for
example. We 're continuing to investigate this. "
Lead was once used in insecticides for tobacco plants, and tobacco
is a plant that takes up lead from the soil. Smokers do have higher blood
lead levels than non -smokers. "That's pretty well established," Lutz
says. "No one, however, has reported a correlation between passive
smoking (second-hand smoke) and lead levels. "
Many once believed that removing all environme ntal lead from
home sites was the solution to elevated lead levels, but the estimated
$23 billion price tag to remove lead from just 10 percent of the worst
homes has proven prohibitive.
"As an idealist and a parent, I'd like to think that it's possible to
remove all the lead from children 's environments, but it's not financially feaSible ," Lutz says. "What we have to look at is what we can do. It
may be that children with elevated lead levels need an extra booster
shot against childhood diseases, or need a special pre-school or kindergarten program to get them up to speed at school. We' re going to have
to learn how to deal with some lead in the environment, and learn how
we can help children avoid exposure or minimize the effects. "
Lutz hopes her study leads to "intelligent public policy decisions that
are not swayed by special interest groups," she says. "We have to make
wise choices. "
The study will continue through June 1998.
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Above: Jaclyn and Katelynn watch as Kelly Derrick,
a pediatric phlebotomist/analytical chemist, prepares
to draw their blood.
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Women on campus
Alumnae find rewarding careers
in higher education
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By Andrew Careaga

The academy is no longer the bastion of male professors
it once was. A growing number of women are finding
higher education to be a great career opportunity.

~ raditionally ,

higher education has been a man 's world -

esHigher education continues to hold Magel's interest because it allows
But
her to combine her passion for teaching with her interest in research.
_ today more women are pursuing careers in these fields, and
Often she is able to combine the two, as she did in 1995 with a paper
many UMR alumnae are finding success on college and university
published in The American Statistician, "Increasing Student Participacampuses throughout the nation.
tion in Large Introductory Statistics Classes. "
For Rhonda C. Magel, PhD AMth '82, a
She credits her experience at UMRcareer in education was a goal she set in
where her husband, Ken Magel, taught in
junior high. And in her career, she has
the computer science department while she
already achieved much. Now in her seventh
was pursuing her Ph.D. - with giving her a
year as chair of the statistics department at
better understanding of the needed balance
North Dakota State University in Fargo,
between teaching and research.
"The statisticians (at UMR) were fairly
Magel attributes her continued interest in
math to the work of elementary school
well known , but the place was small enough
teachers.
so you didn 't feel lost, " she says. "I had in"My fifth -grade teacher had a real exstructors who cared about teaching as well as
citement for math," she says. "It was the
research. "
first subject she taught every day. "
As did Patricia Morreale, MS CSci '86,
A Sixth-grade teacher shared that same
who earned her master's at the Engineering
enthusiasm, and it didn 't take long for that
Education Center at St. Louis while working
love of math to spread to Magel. "Not only
at McDonnell Douglas.
were they good" at teaching math, she says,
"It was a terrific program," she says of the
"but I guess the main thing is they were
EEC. "I liked the fact that it was taught by
excited about it. "
real faculty who were connected with Rolla ,
as well as some very good adjuncts. I also
As a professor of statistics, Magel also
Rhonda C. Magel, PhD AMth '82
was able to demonstrate my capability for
tries to share her zeal for the subject. She
shuns the traditional "stand and lecture "
research there , and that helped prepare me
approach to teaching and instead tries to get her students more involved
for my Ph.D. "
Now in her third year at Stevens Institute of Technology in Hoboken,
in the statistics courses she teaches. (In addition to her duties as departN.J. , Morreale is putting that capability for research to full use. She is a
me nt chair, she teaches one undergraduate course and one graduate
research associate professor in Stevens ' computer science department
course each semester.)
as well as director of Stevens' Multimedia Laboratory, a part of the
To teach the concepts of conducting sample tests to graduate
Advanced Telecommunications Institute.
students, Magel offered an especially sweet lesson for chocolate lovers.
In he r position she conducts a lot of applied research for corpora"I brought two different brands of chocolate chip cookies to class," and
tions, including AlliedSignal and Bell Atlantic-for which she developed
the students compared the two samples-first, by counting the number
of chips in each cookie, and then by tasting them.

1 .pecially in engineering, mathematics and the sciences.
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a World Wide Web-based course for Bell to use to train integrated
services digital network (ISDN) technicians.
Unlike Magel , who had a career pa th in mind since junior high ,
Morreale got into higher education somewhat by accident. But she has
found the applied research approach to suit her just fine.
Her first two years as an unde rgraduate at Chicago's Northwes te rn
University were in pre-e ngin eering courses. " I fo und them extremely
theore tical , and I really enjoyed doing things ," she says. She decided
that computer science involved mo re hands-on , appli ed work, so she
switched majors. After working for McDonn ell Douglas and th e Sears
Communication Network (which later became Advantis a fte r IBM
purchased the network), she decided to pursue a career in highe r
education.
"I was very ea rly in
my career and spending a
lot of time on th e road ,
and I felt that this wasn 't
going to hold over the
next 30 to 40 years, " she
says.
After obtaining her
master 's from UMR , she
earned her Ph.D. from
lIIinois Institute of Technology in 1991 a nd
began teaching at North eastern Illin ois Unive rsity
in Chicago.
Like Morreale, Susan
M . (Hickey) RosseIet,
Patricia Morreale, MS CSci'86
MS CSci '83, also had no
firm plans to enter higher
education. After earning a
bachelor's
degree
in
mathematics in 1970 , she taught high school mathematics in Wisconsin
for a decade . "At that time ," she says, "there just weren 't that many
options for women. It was the classic scenario: You either went in to
teaching or nursing. "
But after earn ing a master 's degree in mathematics education at
Be midji State University in Bemidji, Minn ., Rosselet decided she liked
the university setting. She was also teaching at Bemidji State at th e tim e,
and a colleague and UMR graduate, James L Richards , MS Ma th '72,
PhD CSci'76, encouraged Rosselet to study computer science at UMR.

"I know it sounds cliche and corny, but
working with the students and feeling like
I make a difference," is the main reason
Rosselet stays in higher education.
" He recommended UMR , we talked a bout the program , and UMR
offered an assistantship," Rossele t says, and so she went.
Now a professor of computer scie nce a t Bemidji State, Rossele t
recalls the UMR progra m as one that offered "a lot of varie ty, a lo t of
flexibility." Like Magel, Rosselet also a ppreciated the balance between
teaching and research a t UMR.

Even though neither of her parents
had completed high school, Huffman
said her mother-who went on to get
a teaching certificate-inspired her to
break away from the traditional expectations the high schools of the
1960s placed on girls.

But at heart, Rossele t is a teacher. "I know it sounds cliche and
corny, but working with the students and feeling like I ma ke a difference " is th e main reason she stays in higher education . She also
ma nages the computer science laboratory a t Bemidji State 's ma the matics and computer science department - a task she began just last year.
That project, like teaching, keeps her in touch with students.
Would she recommend higher education as a career path fo r
women? Absolutely, but with a caveat: "Only if they have a sin cere
interest in teaching. "
She adds: "You have to be realistic. In a technical area like computer
scie nce , you 're certain ly not going to have the earn ing potential you
would have in industry. "
Shirley Huffman , PhD Ma th ' 78, also got her start teaching in th e
lower levels. She taught junior high mathematics for five years in the
Kansas City, Mo. , area between the time she earned her bach elor 's and
master's degrees in mathema tics educa tion at Southwest Missouri S ta te
University in Springfield. "I had every intention of going back to
teaching junior high " after earn in g he r master 's, she says. "Even tho ugh
junior high students are loud and obnoxious at times, I still enjoyed their
enthusiasm. I enjoyed the fra nkness of junior high students."
Huffman and her husban d , th e late Ed Huffman , PhD Math ' 77,
both quit their jobs to pursue master 's degrees. While a t SMSU, a
professor suggested the couple pursue doctorates and get into teac hing
at the university level. Th ey did , a nd
th e n returned to SMSU as faculty
members.
"The thought really hadn 't
occurred to me before then ," says
Huffm an , now a professor of math ematics at SMSU. She and he r
husband both were first-ge neratio n
college gradua tes, a nd "just the fact
that someone believed that I was
capable of it" prompted her to
consider pursuing a Ph .D.
Even though neith er o f he r
pare nts had completed high school,
Susan M. (Hickey)
Huffman said her mothe r- who went
Rosselet, MS CSci '83
on to get a teaching certifi cateinspired her to break away from th e
traditional expectations th e high
schools of the 1960s placed on girls.
"When I was in high school," she says, "all girls had home
economics. I was th e o nly o ne who d idn 't take it. My mo th er said , Take physics. You will learn these o th e r things (ta ught in ho me
economics) on your own. You won 't learn physics on your own. '"
(Continued o n the next page)
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Women on campus , continu ed - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - IIWhat I found out as I moved into the
administrative part of education was
that I had abilities I didn 't know I had in
managing people and motivating
people. II
-Dolores M. Tichenor,
PhD Math76

Shirley Huffman, PhD Math '78, and her
husband, the late Ed Huffman, PhD Math'll.

Comi ng to Rolla was an unusual expe rie nce for Huffman. "Ma ny
tim es I was th e only girl in a class," she says. Men were so prevalent at
UMR that one day two male streakers ran by her- a nd she didn 't even
notice until someon e pOin ted them out to her.
But on e th ing she did notice was th e lack of fac ili ties fo r wom e n.
"One o f th e first things I did wh e n I went in to a new buildin g on campus
was to locate what fl oor the female bathroom was on," she says.
Whil e at Ro lla , th e Huffma ns beca me frie nds with two other Ph .D.
stude nts: Dol ores M. Tich e nor, P hD Ma th'76, a nd th e la te Don R .
Tic henor , PhD ME '76. "The four o f us a te lunch together every day for
fo ur years," says Dolores Tichenor, now vice president for institutional
plann ing a nd a na lysis at Tri-S ta te Un ivers ity in Angola, In d. In this
positio n, Tiche nor is responsibl e for the ca mpus' assessment and to tal
quali ty management programs , as well as strategic planning, facul ty and
sta ff developme nt, and grant proposals.
A mem be r of th e Tri-S ta te faculty since 19 67 , Tic he nor moved up
th e ra nks into administra tion after becomin g a pro fessor o f math ematics in 1984 . Tha t year, she also beca me chair of th e math ema ti cs a nd
computer scie nce departme nt- a nd th e second woman to chair a de partment since Tri-S tate's fo undin g a centu ry earlier. In 1993, she broke
a not he r historic barrie r, beco min g Tri -S tate 's fi rst female dea n. She
served as dea n o f th e Schoo l of Arts a nd Sciences until becomi ng vice
preSide nt-another first- in J uly 1995.

30

Her new duties in volve a lot of ad min istra tive juggling, but she still
teac hes. And she also is in volved in other projects, incl uding a facul tystudent exchange with a two-year college in Malaysia. Last summ er, she
spent 10 weeks there, along with two Tri-State stu dents.
"I love wha t I'm doin g," she says. ''I' m no t always doin g th e same
thing. "
Alo ng with all her other d uties, Tichenor teaches a course in probability and statistics. "It keeps me in to uch with th e students," she says.
Altho ugh she misses full -ti me teaching someti mes, she finds that administrative work has helped her discover some new skills.
"Wh at I fo und out as I moved into th e ad mi nistrative part of
education was that I had abilities I didn't kn ow I had in managing people
and motivating people," she says. "Of course, you start learni ng yo ur
people
skills
in
th e
classroom , dea lin g with
studen ts. "
She never pla nn ed to
get into higher ed ucatio n
administration. "I just kept
my options ope n," she
says.
Tich e nor recom mends
a nyone interested in higher
educa tion to do the same.
"Be ope n to opportu nities
as they prese nt them selves. "
At Tri -State, Tichenor
never felt m uch pressure
because of her gender.
"I've been at Tri-S tate for so
lo ng I did n 't reall y have to
prove my credentia ls to th e
Dolores M. Tichenor,
fac ulty," she said.
Bu t
her
fr ie nd
PhD Math '76
Shirley Huffman encountered so me resistance fro m
her male counterparts wh en she fi rst entered higher education. "At fi rst
I was a female, a nd later I beca me a coll eague," she says. "Th e po in t
we woul d li ke to rea ch is not to be cl assified as male or fe ma le math ematicia ns, b ut just be ma th ematicia ns. We 're not th ere yet, but we 're
getting closer. "
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Doing her part to clean up the
environment
ByRichardHatfield

Polluters, beware.
Someone is watching you.
ail Davidge Kettenbrink, GGph '67, is doing her part to
clean up the environment - and to prevent pollution in the
first place. She is president and co-founder of Landmark
Environmental Inc. of Euless, Texas, a consulting firm founded by her
husband in 1989.
"It was really my husband 's company and I joined him in 1991 ,"
Kettenbrink says. "He was given the opportunity to go back to work in
th e oil business in August 1996, and he couldn 't turn it down , and I
now own 100 percent of Landmark Environmental Inc. "
Th e firm , located between Dallas and Fort Worth , speCializes in underground storage tank-related contamination assessments and
remediation.
"We deal mostly with gasoline stations," Kettenbrink says. "After it
has been determined that the underground gasoline storage tanks are
leaking at a station, we go in to determine how far the gas has spread
and how much pollution damage has been done to the soil and groundwater surrounding those tanks. "
Even though most of the company's work consists of assessment
and remediation , it also does environmental impact studies for people
who are buying or selling properties.
"Before the property is sold, we determine what the risks are for
them buying a polluted property," Kettenbrink says. "We want to save
our clients from buying contam inated properties. "
About 95 percent of the firm 's work in that area consists of commercial properties.
In addition , the firm has begun working in the area of storm water
runoff. "We write stormwater pollution prevention plans in response to
federal regulations," Kettenbrink says.
Even though th e firm isn 't huge, it is successful. "I have a young
geologist working for me that goes out and does my field work ," Kettenbrink says.
Since graduating from Rolla, Kettenbrink has had a wide range of
jobs. She served as a staff geologist for the Missouri Geological Survey
in Rolla during the summers of 1967 and 1968. From 1969 to 1973,
she was a junior high school earth science and mathematics teacher in
Tiffin, Iowa. From 1973 to 1974, she taught earth science courses at a
junior high school in Odessa, Texas. She also has worked as a n exploration geologist for Gulf Oil Co. in Midland, Texas; a physical science
technician for the Energy Research and Development Adm inistration
in Bartlesville, Okla.; a geologist for Peppard-Souders and Associates/Geomap; a geologist for NRM Petroleum Corp.; a senior geologist
for Earle M. Craig Jr. Corp. ; and a geological manager for Lakewood
Exploration , all in Midland, Texas.
More recently, Kettenbrink has worked as a consulting geologist in
Midland and Abilene, Texas, as a copier sales specialist for Pitney
Bowes in Fort Worth , Texas, as a consulting geologist in Hurst, Texas,
and as a district sales manager for a life insurance firm . Before joining
Landmark Environmental In c. , Kettenbrink served as an environmental geologist and as vice president of marketing for Environmental

G

Slimmer 1997

Gail Davidge Kettenbrink, GGph '67

Materials Inc. of Dallas, from 1989 to 1990. She also served as a district
environmental manager for six landfills owned by Browning Ferris Industries in Hutchins, Texas, in 1990 and 1991.
Kettenbrink believes that it sometimes takes more than just a college
degree to be successful in business. "Communication skills are all
important, " she says. " If you can 't get your ideas across to clients, it's
a moot point. I taught school for five years and that really helped me in
communicating with people. "
She credits her education at UMR as being the most beneficial to her
success. "lowe what I am professionally doing today to the education
that I received at Rolla ," Kettenbrink says. "Just doing the everyday
things that I have to do in mathematics and geology were both learn ed
and fine-tuned at Rolla. "
And Kettenbrink says that she knew exactly when she was ready to
be a geologist while a student at Rolla. "I really felt li ke I was truly a
geologist between my junior and senior years, " she says. "It was during
a field camp held during that summer and at that time I knew that I was
ready to be a full-time geologist. "
The UMR campus has changed a great deal since Kettenbrink
attended classes. Th e ratio of men to women was extremely one-Sided,
in favor of the men. But that hasn 't been a ll bad for Kettenbrink. "When
I graduated from Rolla I was one of very few women ," she says. "But
that has actually helped me because it forced me to learn to be outgoing
and that has helped with my career and business.
"And the Rolla experience also showed me that one has to remain
fl exible," Kettenbrink says. "Things always are changing and we have
to learn to change with them. "
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By Andrew Careaga

E

Eva B. Kisvarsan yi was accustomed to being a pioneer in her profession -

and
in the classrooms of MSM. When she graduated from MSM in 1958, she was one of
only two women in a graduating class of about 500 students. And in those days,
miners still held to that superstition that women in a mine were bad luck - a custom
that made it difficult for her when the class made field trips to area mines.
" We wou ld go on fi eld trips, and I would be th e only one w ho
couldn 't go underground ," says Kisvarsanyi, GGph'58, '60.
Despite th ose obstacles, Kisvarsa nyi rose to become a leading
authority on Precambrian geology. At her retirement four years ago,
she was lauded as " Missouri 's lea ding authority " on th e topic.
Kisvarsa nyi spent 34 years as a geologist with th e Missouri Department o f Natural Resources ' Division o f Geology and Land Survey
(DGLS), workin g her way from a part-time positi on - and on ly one
o f two female geologists on th e staff when she started - to th e level
o f assistant director o f th e division 's geological survey program. After
retirin g in 1993, she and her husband, form er UMR professor Geza
Ki svarsa nyi, PhD GGph '66, moved to Sarasota, Fla.
Th e Kisvarsa nyiS ended up in Rolla quite by accident. Both natives
o f Hungary, th ey escaped in 1956 as politica l refugees after the fail ed
H ungari an revolt again st th e Soviet
Union. In
New York, Geza
I<isvarsanyi went to work for
K nnecott Copper Co., wh ich imEva Kis varsanyi,
mediately se nt him to Roll a, wh ere
th e co mpany had an o ffice. (At th at
GGph'58, '60, al her
tim e, Kenneco tt was explorin g
retirem.ent luncheon.
s utheas t Misso uri 's min eral-rich
hills for lea d, zinc and copper. Th e
result o f th at expl oration was th e
H er initial interest in science
discovery o f th e Viburnum Trend
came at a young age. H er father, a
ore deposits. )
meteorologist, influenced her to
had
already
Kisvarsa nyi
loo k toward th e hea vens. " I had
co mpleted two years o f geology
see n his books, with th eir big color
studi
in her native Hunga ry, so
prints of Jupiter and th e plan ets,
she enrolled at M M to co mplete
and I became very interested in the
her degree. She also landed a partEva, cenlel; as leader of the International Geo log ical universe and how everythi ng came
tim e job
with
th e
Missouri
about," she says.
Geologica l urvey (th e forerunn er
Co rrelalion Progral1lmejleld Irip to exam ine
She considered a career as an
to th e DG LS). She was one o f onl y
Precambrian granite outcrops around Iron lon, Mo.
astrophysicist, but later became
tw women geolog ists th ere. Th e
(March t 993).
more interested in down -to-earth
o th r, Mary McC racken, wa s " th
matters. " I kind o f reduced my v ision : from th e universe to plan et
bigges t pion er of us all," I<isvarsa nyi c ys.
Earth ," she says.
A fter graduati on , Kisvarsa nyi told h r supervisors she wan ted a fu ll But th at decision paid o ff well for Kisvarsanyi. " I always believed that
tim e positi on. Th ey r spond d with surprise.
roc ks tell a story ," she says. " You just have to have th e right tools to
"Th y never thought th t I wou ld s riously co nsider working " after
listen to th em."
gradua tion, she says. " I suppose th ey th oug ht that I wou ld take my
Staying in Rolla " worked out very well for us, " she says. " Both of us
degree and hang it in my kitchen or somethin g."
could work in the pro fession."
But Ki varsa nyi did work. She beca me an exp rt o f Precambrian
As a woman, " I had to work twice as hard , but I did get recognition
ge logy and had well over 100 scientific papers pub lished in her
for my work ," she says. That recognition also included a proclamation
ar r. On o f her fin al duti before r tirement was to organize an in by Missouri Gov. Mel Carnahan , given to Kisvarsanyi at her retirement.
t rn ational sy mposium on Pr cambrian geology at UMR.
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An excellent education and a strong interest in engineering is an unbeatable combination for a successful career. But for Joan B. Woodard,
Math '73, the engineering interest developed from working experiences
after she left UMR.
says. She received her Ph.D. in mechanical engineering from CaIoodard is vice president of the Energy, Environmental and
Berkeley in 1982 and returned to Sandia. "I did combustion research
Information Technology Division at Sandia National Labin the area of heat transfer," she says.
oratories in Albuquerque, N.M. The division , one of eight
Upon returning to Sandia, Woodard was
technical divisions at Sandia, consists of
promoted to a supervisor position. She
engineers and scientists doing research
worked in the solar thermal strategic planning
in solar energy, oil and gas exploration
group at Sandia for two years and in materials
and recovery, waste disposal and
science for four more years. "I worked on
nuclear reactor safety issues, and conmaterials research programs and on the supducting
systems
analysis
and
porting research for the Strategic Defense
development for secure, reliable inforInitiative under the Reagan Administration, "
mation systems.
she says. "My work consisted of the developWoodard's responsibilities include
ment of better engineering designs for metal
800 laboratory employees and a $245
forging to reduce the amount of waste and
million annual budget
improved quality. "
Woodard, the former Joan M.
In 1988, after moving to New Mexico,
Brune, spent her childhood in St.
Louis. After graduating from UMR, she
Woodard became a departm ent manager at
went to work for Sandia National LabSandia and continued to work in waste minioratories in Livermore, Calif., in
mization.
January 1974, in the organization 's
Woodard became director of environmenrenewable energy technology group.
tal research and development in 1990, where
While there, she conducted systems
she worked on the development of technolostudies research, including computer
gy for the prevention of e nvironmental
problems. "I worked on a number of envimodel development and cost-benefit
studies of solar systems.
ronmental issues," she says. Among those
issues included research work to capture ra"I was a technical staff member,"
dioactive waste and to find ways to separate
she says. "Many of my responsibilities
consisted of computer modeling of
the various components of that waste and
solar energy systems for power and
then to safely dispose of it.
heat "
Woodard says that the education she
She then spotted a master 's degree
received at UMR helped her career in several
ways. "Wh en I first started at Sandia, many
in engineering economic systems in
Joan B. Woodard, Math 'l3
1975. "After receiving my master's
of my peers were from larger universities
degree I returned to Sandia and
than UMR , but I always felt that my degree
from Rolla was as important as theirs ," she
worked on solar systems modeling for
says. "And my peers also were familiar with and respected UMR as a
design decisions for a large station power project in California, " she says.
major engineering school. "
It was there that Woodard became intereste d in mecha nical engiIn 1995, Woodard became vice president of En ergy, Environmen t
neering. "As a result of that project, I became very interested in the field
and Information Technology Division of Sandia National Laboratories
of mechanical engineering and decided to enroll in a Ph.D. program in
mechanical engineering at the University of California-Berkeley, " she
in Albuquerque.
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he first thing many people want to do when they get hired by a large company is find
their niche. CarolAnn Giovando, ME'80, and Heather Ingracia, GeoE'93, have both
done that with Burns and McDonnell, Missouri 's oldest engineering firm .

Burns
and
McDonnell,
an
employee-owned firm of 1,150,
provides engineering and architectural
services in a variety of areas: electrical
power, aviation , industrial and com mercial faciliti es, environmental and
civil engineering, waste manage ment,
air pollution control, environmental
studies, and chemical a nd food processing.
Ingracia still works in the engineering
end of the business, serving as an
assista nt geological engineer in the
Kansas City, Mo., office. Giovando has
left the engin eering area to pursue a
career in ma nagement with th e
compa ny. She now serves as the
manager of business development and
marketing director for the St. Louis
office.
Ingracia has spent time both in th e
field and in the office. Currently, she
provides office coordination for field
pe rson nel conducting a subsurface environme ntal investigation at a steel plant
in Kansas City, Mo. She also has had
experience with groundwater computer
modeling, creating models based on
site-specific data that are used to
evaluate contaminant migration and
groundwater flow patterns.
"Th e one surprise to me
is that I don 't deal with
technical issues on a day-today basis, " Ingracia says.
"My portion involves manageme nt and o rganizational
skills. Being a ble to manage
a large amount of data is a
big deal."

Heather ingracia, GeoE'93

Ingracia believes, however, that
some field experience is an important
ingredient for success as an engineer
with the company. "It is necessary to
gain some field experience," she says.
"You need to know what the needs
are and how to deal with them. "
Ingracia developed her interest in
engineering while in high school. She
always had an interest in math and
science, and after attending a Women
in Engineering conference was
convinced that engineering was the
right career path for her. Prior to
attending UMR, Ingracia learned as
much as she could about the business.
The summer betwee n high school and
college, she spent two weeks at Oak
Ridge National Laboratories in Oak
Ridge , Tenn. , attending an environmental conference for high school
students sponsored by the U.S. De partment of Energy. After starting at
UMR, she spent two summers
working at Terricon Environmental.
There, Ingracia acted as a technician,
responsible for drafting and fi eld work.
The summer after her graduation,
Ingracia re turned to Oak Ridge as a
research assistant studying groundwater flow through a fractured
environment. She joined Bums
and McDonn ell after a n oncampus interview at UMR.
Across the state, Giovando
spends her days dealing as a
liaison between current clients
and marketing the company's
services to po tential customers.
She developed her interest in
these areas during her first job

Ingracia believes ... that some field
experience is an important ingredient
for success as an engineer with the
company {Burns and McDonnell}.
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"The trend 20 years ago was to
have people in marketing that
were successful technical people.
People with marketing and communications degrees were
support people working solely on
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CarolAnn Giovando, ME'80

out of college. She was working for the National Min e Service, serving
as the lead program enginee r. In that position , she spent time dealing
with research a nd development of prototype machines that were sold
to the mines. The sales e nd o f th e business hooked her.
"I was not a good design engineer," Giovando admits. "I was better
at meeting clients. I like the program ma nagement side, where I interact
with mine managers a nd supervisors, where we might install a new
prototype drum miner. They were sold on the prototypes after we used
interactive media, overheads a nd foa m boards, a nd demonstrated an
actual prototype. Th e thrill of closin g a sale with a technical presentation hooked me fo r life. "
A two-year stint as a program man agement engineer with NASA in
Cleveland steered her toward marketin g. She was negotiating contract
amendme nts and was involved with a 73 -person design tea m put in
charge of constructing a $55 million communications satellite. Subconsultants were COMSAT and General Electric in Maryla nd.
Giovando 's biggest challe nge has been pulling up stakes. Not on ly
has she been in Southern Illinois and Cleveland, but she also spent two
years at th e University of Kentucky Me dical Center as a ma inte nance
a nd constructio n engineer. She was in cha rge of 23 medical center
buildings and facilities at UK , including a 100-acre farm , a large animal
care facility and the UK Cancer Research Center.

SlIl1Imer 1997

"The real challenge is to be fl exible," says Giovando, who also holds
a master's degree in marketing. "Because I've moved aro und th e
country with my husband 's promotions, I had to adjust to the situation.
That is where the marketing skills come in, because I always had to look
for a job in markets that did not necessarily need a mechanical engineer.
I would just call the director of e ngin eering a nd tell him I was interested in meeting. I sold my communications side of my background and
the n the engineering side. It forces you to be really aggressive. "
Giovando's technical background also plays a big role, however.
"Th e trend 20 years ago was to have people in marketing that were
successful technical people," she says. "People with marketing and communications degrees were support people working solely o n
presentations, qualifications statements and proposals.
"But having four years of English in high school was a bonus because
it gave me a good background fo r technical writing," Giova ndo adds.
"It also helps to know the audience you're talking to, a nd adjust the presen ta tion as needed. This is where a marketer with an e ngineering
degree is he lpful. I have the background to unde rsta nd th e question ,
a nswer it or direct it to the right person the first time to get a quick
a nswer
Giovando came to UMR expecting to leave as a professional
engineer, but she certainly doesn 't regret the career change. In fact, sh e
feels her degree ope ned many doors fo r her and is happy to be
employed at Burns and McDonn ell , which she describes as a "good
family company. "

Update: CaralAnn Giouando recently began her own compan y,
Emerald Communications.

35

AQUARTERCE
he growth of women 's athletics in

T

the United States has been astounding in recent years, as we saw
at the Summer Olympics last year in

Atlanta. Not only did the women representing the
nation perform well, but their performance was

viewed by thousands in attendance and m illions
on television.
Wom en 's athletics had never seen a stage so

large, and the performers -

Gail Devers, Mia

Hamm, Rebecca Lobo, Dot Richardson, Kerri

Strug and Shannon Miller -

became household

names overnight. The stage for athletes at UMR
isn 't quite as large, but it is a stage nonetheless.

And women 's athletics at the university, which did
not even exist until the passage of Title IX in 1972,

has seen rema rkable growth in its own right since
it started in 1974. The women's athletic program

will be 25 years old in the 1998-99 academic year,
when the women 's basketball team celebrates its
silver anniversary season .
While wome n 's athletics have had its share of
ups and do wns, there is a great deal of optimism
about what the future will bring.
Followi ng are the stories from three former
student-ath letes and a current student-athlete
about their experiences in the fledgling women 's

DALLAS (IWUt) THORN (Paye"9)
. .sketbaU
ne sport that has probably undergone the largest change
over the last 20-plus years is basketball. Dallas (Kirk)
,
Thorn can certainly attest to that. She played basketball at
UMR during its early days, and
spends time today as a coach.
The biggest change Thorn
sees today is with the athletes
themselves. Simply put, th ere
are more athletic players in the
game today than there were
during the 1977-78 and 197879 season, when Thorn wore
the Lady Miner uniform.
Because there are more, better
athletes out there, the days
when teams could rely on one
or two outstanding players to
ensure success are over.
"The girls today are bigger,
stronger and much more
athletic, " Thorn says. "It is a Dallas (Kirk) Thorn, Psyc '79
faster-paced game, and the
players are much more wellrounded.
"I saw the size factor when I came back for the first alumni game,"
she continues. "Even in five years time, I was amazed at how much
bigger the players were. I'm basically tall at 6-2, but I didn't play against
many people taller than me."
In the two seasons Thorn played
for the Lady Miners, she was one of
the dominant players on the floor. "The girls today are
She is still ranked 14th on the bigger, stronger and
career scoring list at UMR--only
much more
one player, Becky Reichard, scored
more points while playing only two
athletic," Thorn
years at the school--and fifth on
says. lIlt is a faster
the career rebounding list. Although
she has been out of the program for
paced gamel and
18 years now, Thorn still holds the
the players are
best Single-season and career
much more wellscoring averages in school history.
She is the only player in Lady
rounded."
Miner history to average 20 points
a game in a season, scoring 20.6
per game as a junior. Her career average was 20.4 points a contest.
Thorn is still the owner of the school's single-game record for rebounds
with 27 and the one-season mark of 306.
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By John Kean
Her accomplishments helped her become the first woman to be
inducted into the MSM-UMR Athletic Hall of Fame in 1994.
Thorn today serves as an assistant coach for the women 's basketball
team at Oakland Community College in Waterford, Mich. (a Detroit
suburb). She got into basketball by competing against her four brothers
while growing up in Oklahoma and by watching National Basketball Association players such as Pete Maravich. At that time, however, there
were no females to serve as role models for a girl who had an interest
in the sport Women's basketball was rarely on television and most
schools had not implemented a varsity program or were just starting to
do so.
After spending two seasons at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M University in Miami, Okla. , Thorn transferred to UMR While she had two
seasons that certainly rank among the best in Lady Miner history, it was
a different situation than she had been used to at her old schooL
"The first season (at UMR), we didn 't draw a lot of fans ," she says.
"There was not a lot of support, and that was kind of disappointing. At
my junior college, the stands were filled and the fans understood the
game. But here, the team hadn't done anything yet and we needed to
convince them that this was the real thing.
"There was a major turnaround by my senior year, " she adds. "I
think we finally convinced people that this was a sport and not a
pastime, and just took it from there. We did the right things. Our attendance tripled in the second year. "
Women's basketball at UMR today is quite popular, thanks to the
work done by Thorn and her teammates to show the campus and Rolla
community that the women could play the game, too.

When she first joined the program, Lewenczuk, who is in the process
of moving from Indiana to Iowa City, Iowa, said she had no idea about
what to expect
"I wasn 't exactly sure how it would be," she says. "I always did well
in runs and races around town. I remember running in the Forum Plaza
Fun Run and winning that I was used to being the first woman, but I
didn 't know what it was going to be like. I didn 't always come in first
place because there was more competition."
A good example of that came at the conference/regional meet that
year in Warrensburg. The meets were combined at that time (they are
now run two weeks apart), so there were a large number of runners at
the starting line. About 200 yards into the race, Lewenczuk said, she

JANICE (HIERHOLZER)
LEWENCZUK (EE'83)
Cross Country
t seems odd that someone who had plenty of success in a sport
would not be interested in taking the next challenge. But after
running in several races in track meets throughout high school,
Janice (Hierholzer) Lewenczuk took a break from it when she enrolled
atUMR
"I was burned out after high school, " she says. "I was running three
or four races a meet I needed a break, and it turned out to be good. "
After being here for three years, the university decided to start a
women's cross country program. And Lewenczuk, who did continue
running on her own and in intramural meets during her first three years
at UMR, decided to join the program in its first year of existence in 1982.
Talk about making the most of an opportunity. In that one season,
Lewenczuk qualified for the NCAA Division II Championships.
Lewenczuk, who was the top runner for the Lady Miners at every meet
throughout the season, finished in third place at the MIAA Championships in 1982 and eighth at the NCAA regional meet

I

Janice (Hierholzer) Lewenczuk, E£'83, and family.

tripped and fell. Determined to get back into the race, she got up and
took off. Her determination helped secure an eighth-place finish and a
place in the national meet
"I liked competing and winning," Lewenczuk says. "I don 't know
what else I would have done. "
(Continued on th e next page)
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A Quarter Century, continued)

WHERE THE LADY
MINER PROGRAMS
ARE TODAY
The oldest women 's program at UMR is the Lady Miner basketball team, which began in 1974 and which has enjoyed the most
success in recent years. Although the Lady Miners finished the
1996-97 campaign with a record of 8-18, the team had reached the
pinnacle one year earlier by winning the Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletics Association title and playing in the NCAA Division II
Tournament for the first time.
Prior to this year, the Lady Miners had eight consecutive winning
seasons, each of which produced a berth in the MlAA Post-Season
Tournament. With a majority of the team returning next season,
including leading scorer Emily Mills, and the infusion of some
talented recruits, the Lady Miners have designs on starting a new
streak of winning seasons next winter.
The softball team began play in 1979 and is also making strides
in the highly-competitive MlAA. After tying the school record with
29 wins last year, the Lady Miners were closing in on the win record
as the 1997 season entered its final month. UMR entered April with
a record of 24-10, a mark that included victories over league
powers Missouri Southern and Pittsburg State.
It is a young team that may have staying power: UMR has
started four freshmen and a sophomore - all-region first baseman
Jaime Ostmann - on a regular basis.
The women 's soccer team had some solid seasons in the early
years of the program, a period when it had All-America goalie Lisa
Frumhauf, but struggled at the start of the 1990s. The 1996 season
saw the Lady Miners finish in the regional ran kings for the first time
in school history (they were ranked eighth) and post their first-ever
win over a nationally ranked team when they beat Drury.
UMR has its top career scorer back next season in Natalie
Sanders and a talented corps of young players as well. If a group
of recruits that head coach Mark Salisbury describes as ones who
will "bring a new level of competition, determination and focus" to
the Lady Miner program comes through, UMR could challenge for
a national tournament berth as early as the upcoming season.
Cross country was added in 1982 and track six years later, and
the teams have had some success stories as well. The cross country
program has had three national qualifiers in Janice HierholzerLewenczuk (EE'83), Julie Board (CerE'88) and Becky
Wilson-Lorey (GeoE'94), and has high hopes for sophomore-to-be
Sheri Lentz, who finished as an all-conference runner in her
freshman year. Lentz posted the third-best time in a cross country
meet in Lady Miner history this season.
The track team has had one national qualifier, Casey Engstrom
(EE'92), since the program came into existence. Engstrom made
the meet in the javelin in 1991. A coming attraction is freshman-tobe Rachel Kuro, a high jumper who has cleared 5-8 at the prep
level. UMR has also sponsored women 's teams in volleyball and
tennis, but both programs ended after several years of competition.

The travails didn 't stop there. A few weeks later, Lewenczuk was in
5t. Cloud, Minn ., competing at the national championship meet. The
conditions were less than ideal, as several inches of snow had fa llen
prior to th e meet and temperatures were in the teens. In addition , the
fiv e- kilom eter course had been cleared to th e point where there was
just a narrow path for the runners.
"That was really hard because I had to make a path in the deep
snow to pass people," she recalls. "I wa nted to be in the top 10 or
something like that, so I just started passing people. "
The race Lewe nczuk ra n th at day, according to Lady Miner coach
Sarah Preston -the only person to coach th e women's cross country
program at UMR- is still talked about today.
"I was supposed to tell her at th e one-mile mark where she was,"
Preston said. "Wh en she got th ere, she was in about 80th place. I just
told her that she had a lot of people to catch. Then she just started
passing people. She ended up passing about 40 runners before she
finished. Every year at nationals, they bring that race up. "
Although Lewenczuk finished in 40th place th at day , she set a
standard for future runn ers to match. Not bad for someone who
entered college wanting to get away from competitive running.

The race Lewenczuk ran that day,
according to Lady Miner coach Sarah
Preston -the only person to coach the
women's cross country program at
UMR-is still talked about today.
Lewenczuk still runs, but more for health reasons these days. She
worked for nin e years at McDonnell Douglas, but left that position when
her husband was tra nsferred to a job in Columbus, In d. She has been
raiSing her fam ily at home and doing volun teer work in recent years,
including teaching Bible studies, and figures she will return to the work
force once her three children are all in school.

JEN CREDE (MetE'93)

Softball
oming from a fam ily that has always been involved in sports,
and judging from the success she enjoyed as a pitcher for
the Lad y Min ers, it might co me as a surprise to some that
J en Crede had never pitched in a softball game until high school.
It didn 't take long for Crede to grow an attach ment to pitching. As
a result, she developed into one of th e best strikeou t pitch ers ever to
play in the Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletics Association. In her fo ur
years with the Lady Min ers, Crede set th e bar for th e pitchers to follow.
"Pitching was something that was always dynamiC," she says.
"You have to think fa st and be cagey. Th is is not a science; yo u have
to be creative. It 's a game within a game. "
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TITLE IX AND GENDER EQUITY-----Title IX was signed into law by
President Richard Nixon on June 23,
1972. It states the following:
"No person in the United States shall,
on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or
be subjected to discrimination under any
education program or activity receiving
federal financial assistance. "
In simple terms, it means that athletic
opportunities must be open to all, regardless of gender. This is different from
gender equity, which is a term used frequently in the current scheme of
women 's intercollegiate athletics.
The 1996-97 NCAA Manual states in

Crede finished her career with a record of 47-43 , but her name
appears in both the UMR and MIAA record books in the strikeout
columns. She fanned 470 batters in her four seasons, an average of 5.7
per seven innings. She had 163 strikeouts in the 1991 season , 6.2 per
seven innings. As a sophomore, she also struck out a record 18 batters
in a 1991 game against Indiana (Pa.). All of those marks are school and
conference records.
The 18-strikeout game six years ago also stood as the conference
record until last season, when Central Missouri State's Mandee Berg
struck out 19 in a game.
All the records aside, Crede strongly remembers one game more
than any other. During her junior year, the Lady Miners were playing
in Florida against Bloomsburg University , one of the top Division II
programs in the nation . It may have been the biggest win in the history
of the program , as Crede pitched UMR to a 1-0 victory over a team that
was a regular at the NCAA Championships. In fact , Bloomsburg finished
third in the 1992 national tournament.
"Those are the games you
remember the most," Crede says.
"Everyone had to play at their
HPitching was
highest level to get the job done.
Games like that are what compesomething that was
tition is all about. "
always dynamic. You
Crede, who works today as a
quality supervisor for Eaton Co. in
have
think fast and
Saginaw, Mich. , admitted to being
be cagey. This is not a
more involved with basketball as
a youth, but turned into a star science; you have
be
pitcher in the strong program at
creative. It's game
Fatima High School.
A lot of factors helped Crede
within a game. "
select UMR when it came time to
-Jen Crede
make a decision on where to
attend college. Her father , Bill
(ME '64), graduated from the un i-

to

to

a

athletics opportunity for members of both
sexes.
Departures from these requirements
are permitted if justified by factors determined to be nondiscriminatory.
The U.S . Department of Education 's
Office of Civil Rights uses a three-part test
to look for the general compliance of Title
IX. To pass a school needs to meet only
one part of the test. UMR meets the first
question in terms of ratio. Women make
up 24 percent of the student body and 23 .
percent of the university 's 291 studentathletes. Court decisions have found a
range of five percentage points acceptable.

versity
which
explains her interest
in problem solVing,
as she put it - she
knew Kristy We ber
(EMgt '91), a pitcher on
the UMR team at the
time and a former
teammate at Fatima,
and as a result had an
idea of the personnel on
the Lady Miner roster,
and she really wanted to
get into math and
science. It was also close
to home and the team
was one that she could
have a chance to play
for right away.
len Crede, M efE '93
"I was recruited here
by J ulie LeVeck, the coach at the time ) and was really impressed,"
Crede says. "And I guess Kristy was an added element, because I
believed a lot of what she told me. I thought the team had a lot of
potential and loved the idea that I could come in and make an impact
immediately. "
The first team she played for may have been the best team in Lady
Miner history. It went 26-12 with a senior class including the likes of
Weber, Caroline Bre dem a n (CE '90) , Lisa B urwe ll (Emgt '90) and
Je nnifer Cordes (ME '91). The team finished second in the conference
and hoped to get a bid to the NCAA Division II Tournament, but was
turned down on selection day in favor of Wayne State o f Michigan.
UMR never reached that level again while Crede was playing, but
the team was one of the more competitive ones in th e conference as it
advanced to the conference tournam ent every year. Her last start for
the Lady Miners resulted in a win over Division I Missouri-Kansas City.
(Continued on the next page)
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section 2.3.1 that it is the responsibility of
each member institution to comply with
federal and state laws regarding gender
equity. The Title IX regulation and policy
interpretation requires the following:
1. Athletically related financial assistance be allocated in proportion. to the
number of male and female students participating in intercollegiate athletics.
2 . All other benefits, opportunities and
treatment afforded participants of each
sex be equivalent.
3. The interests and abilities of
students be effectively accommodated to
the extent necessary to provide equal
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In additio n, she saw more playin g tim e during her career as an outfielder o r designated hitter and batted .330 as a se nior.
Crede also excell ed in th e classroom . She was an Academic AII Am erica selecti on after her se nior year and did it because she mad e th e
sacrifices o ff th e playing field.
" A ll o f th e professors w ere grea t at w orkin g with you ," she says.
"Th ey would give yo u th e opportunity to work ahead or take your test
o n th e roa d. Th ey definitely made thin gs easier. It w o uld have bee n
difficult o th erwise. Yo u had to study wh en you could, eve n if you had
to do it after th e game in a van with a fl as hlight. "

NATALIE SANDERS
Soccer

S

om e players are just blessed. Natalie Sanders cam e hom e
fro m her kindergarten class one day with a flyer prom o ting
signups fo r soccer. H er father signed her up, and th e rest

is history.
"Th e first coac h I had said I w as a natural," Sanders sa id. " I didn 't
have any fru strations playin g th e gam e. Th ere w ere oth ers who were
ge ttin g coordinated to it, bu t I guess I already was. "
In a short time, she es tab lished herse lf as o ne o f the bes t players in
her age group. She spent a yea r playin g with a boy's tea m and later
trained in th e O lympi c Developm ent Progra m in Kansas. Sand ers jo ined
club teams in th e Kansas C ity area and also played gam es with one o f
th e top club teams fro m St. Lo uis.
Th ese days Sanders, w ho will be a se nior at UMR this fall, has
beco me one o f th e top players in th e history o f th e Lady Min er program.
She is a two-tim e all-regio n perform er and has scored m ore goals (5 1)
th an any player ever. In fact, entering her sen io r yea r, Sanders has
scored nea rl y 20 more goals th an th e player in second pla ce o n th e alltime scor in g list. Sand ers se t th e Sin gle-season record fo r goals with 25
as a fres hm an. But after a soph om ore year wh en she had just five, she
bounced back with a 21 -goal ca mpaign as a junior.
" I think it was all a m ental thing," Sand ers said o f her soph omore
slump. " Yo u ca n put pressure o n yo urself and maybe that year I did.

... this is a sport that is growing. The
national team has a lot to do with that
because of its success (the women's
national team won the Olympic gold
medal in 1996 and has been one of the
top teams in the world in recent years).
They are great role models. "

Maybe th e oppo nents also ca ught o n to something after my fres hman
year. But I'm happy to be out of th e slump now."
H er 2 1-goal campaign led th e L ady Miners to a .500 record in 1996.
Al though it wasn ' t th e best season in term s of wins- th at came in
San ders' fres hman year wh en UMR won 12 games- it was the best as
far as how th e team finished. A strong second half performance got th e
L ady Min ers into th e eighth spot in the fin al regional poll, the first tim e
that ever happened.
A fter th e Lady Min ers' three-win ca mpaign in 1993, th en-head
coac h Eric Swan beck brought in a talented recruiting class that included
Sand ers. Th e L ady Min ers opened the yea r with six straight wins and
won 12 gam es overall,
se tting num ero us goalscor in g records alo ng th e
way.
" I kn ew I could ge t a lot
o f playin g tim e here,"
Sanders says . "At first, I
rea lly wanted to go to a
Divisio n I program with all
the glamo ur. But Rolla
seem ed to be th e more
ideal climate. After I'm 45 ,
I'm not going to be able to
pl ay, so I have to rely o n
my brains. "And this has
been a good situation," she
adds. " Everyo ne is in th e
sa me boa t, so we have
instant peers. If someone is
havin g problems in a class,
th ere are 16 or 18 p layers
Natalie Sanders
here who m ay have taken
it. "
Whil e there may be more " glamour " in Division I, there are other
thin gs Divisio n II soccer ca n o ffer. For insta nce, th e team hosts a day
wh ere local youth socce r players ca n work out with th e men 's and
wo men 's teams prior to a game. The event has been a hit with the Rolla
community.
" I was amazed at how many com e here," she says. " But this is a
sport that is growing. The national tea m has a lot to do with that because
o f its success (the women 's natio nal tea m wo n th e Olympic gold medal
in 1996 and has been on e of the top teams in th e world in recent years).
They are grea t role models."
This season, Sanders will play against her sister, Sabrina, for th e first
tim e. Th e Sanders sisters will sq uare o ff in th e seaso n opener Aug. 30
when th e Lady Min ers play at Central Missouri State.
In th e past, Sabrina has always been on th e sam e side.
" We played on th e varsity tea m togeth er (Sabrin a was a fres hman
wh en Natalie was a senior ) and on club teams when she was moved up
to th e higher age divisio n, " Sanders says. " Bu t my fath er has always
been very supportive, even tho ugh he never played soccer. "
After her father signed her up for soccer the first tim e, Sanders took

UriIoyL(lJw

C\<",LIGo
o.-..l[)ohIi
s..bISodti
~~(Ral

LaUlieLIIehIL
Debokl!1n<
~W1hak 8Illr
a.boIi~lS.

ChaJ\lIllklll>
~""RBoIo
~

KrlianR

PattnrKIfin!
FA·18~0in 1
~W1haEs...1

4",II.[""yll

c.rlri(PlOlinl 1
V.. Eg,,&.
~I~IS,"",IB

o..""IGtiley
VJll!ySueiW>
~R....II

BI!JiIas..aru
M:hM(II!sc

DeIioMIKmi
ShendaRI~

Kmtall,en.E
5YsonLC&h

lo""J

0.""

M!Anno.,,,

Bs..~myIO

i>.ntIIlruwIC

Jo,ao.y70C
KarmlMOO.nJl
~'Mo.
f'imt..t;KOm
Naix)'WWor<

t.UJi\~!wISci

i>.nt11\Jluna

R.. J.(II"
~C.~100s:,

CaJdlll""<l)8

a.r,IAnnlWo
liM M&,,1

lM"'k~'
EunaPFIllXl

R<tw.,~U

G'''"''''>n

Rfo-d,LIIWo

rill vIGooiyI

~''''LGon.
IiIUsaKI~
CaJd Ann I","
N"AI&nIQ
IiIAnn~f

I!lI<d ~!me,

Gailoo.,lH.h

"'!lLIIarn.,y

1Ia~,~Ia.",H

RooLHor..n

care of th e res t.

t..Ann(ll\&1
M.yIShilolHo

K.mlllsc

-Natalie Sanders

40

.".!.[A!>m
GIlRmeICo:
1'Ir,'ls/.\i,",
'"tNan C1&
V.. MAndr<
Jan/v... IBo
T"'ILRIBo<

MSM-UMR ALUMNUS

er my freshman

record in 1996.
- that came in
was the best as
lrrnance got the
)\1, the first time

m, then-head

that included
raight Ivins and

ISS

there are other
am hosts a day
the men's and
lit lvith the Rolla

;. "But this is a
~th that because
npic gold medal
in recent years).

rina. for the first
opener Aug. 30

de
was a freshman
, was moved up
;her has always

-cer.
.e, Sanders took

MSM-UMR Women Leaders
Janel M. AUermann '93 ChE • Trinity Consultants Inc - Senior Consultant

Gail Rene ICooper) Allen '83 EMW• US Air Force . ~lajor, USAf.Legislative Uaison
Phyllis Allheides, '85 CSci. '92 MS CSci, U.S. Geological Survey· Computer Scienlist IGSI3)
Kalhleen C. IBryan) Andersen '79 ChE • Helene Curtis · Tech Proj"l Mgr
Vicki M. Andreae '70 Math ' CAe] Inc - Federal· Principal Associate
Jane Maria (Bokermann) Aselage '86 ME • Ford Motor Company - Supervisor. Interior Trim System

Tell'J L B. IBachmanl Aslin '82 ~lE • Plastics Molding Co.,lnc - Pr.. denl
Undsay L (l omax) Bagnall '76 Psyc • University of Missouri-Rolla· Asst Oir - Alum & Const Relations
Cynth~ L IGereaul Bailey '90 ~lgt • Terra Nitrogen Corporation . ~lanager, Energy
Denise (Draheim) Barney '87 MetE · ProTherm Industries - Co-owner &Sales Engr
Sandra IStackl Bax '65 Phys • Ted Bax Inc· VP
Margy A (Rice) Beckmeyer '73 CSci, "75 MS Et-1gi • Westinghouse Savannah River Co . Manager/Assessments
LauMe L Behm, ~1.D., '84 LSd ' PC- Physician & ~ledical Dir · Rehab Center
Debra A Bene '79 H1gt • White-Rodgers - Director of Manufacturing Information Systems
Martha A Bennett '79 LSci. '79 Chem • Industrial Risk Insure~ . Mgr of Tech Services
Elizabeth A ISimsl Bertke '85 En ~ • Polsinelli, White, et a1Law fum . Training Coordinator
Charlotte A. Bhasin '77 Psyc • The Cleveland CUnic Foundatlon - Director of Rehabilitation SelVices
Patricia R. Bolkin '72 His! • Fl~t of AmeMca Bank· SrVP
Dr. Kathleen B. IWolfel Bottroff, D.O. '83 LSd ' Dr. Kalhleen B. Bottroff - Physician / D.O.
Pauline K. IFllzgeraldl Bowenn"ter '82 ME, MS ME'86 • McDonnell Dou~" Corp . Lev 5 Team Leader,
F/A· 18 Main Landing Gear
Martha E. Bowles '84 Econ • Bowles Aquarium - Owner
Lynn IMurrayl Bowman '86 PetE • Nalco Chemical Company· Acet Mgr
Cathy IProf6ttl Boys '87 ME • Mid·AmeMca Dairymen Inc . P~nt Mgr
Vicki E, Bradham '81 ChE • Hoechst Marion Roussel, Inc. - Manager, Contracted Facility &Business SelVices
Meg (Sparlin) Brady '83 CSd • University of Missouri-Rolla - Mgr of User SelVices-Computing &Info SelVices
Darlene IGuffey) Bram~ '82 Hisl • Rolla High School· Assl Principal
Mindy Sue (Woodin) Brand '84 Econ • Northwest Mortgage -Account Executive
Ange~ Renea ICotinl Brewer '91 ~lW • Procter & Gamble· Site Quality Assurance ~lgr
Brenda Sue Brugger '88 Hist • University of Missouri-Rolla - SupelVisor - Prospeci Research
Judith ~t IWiIson) Bruno '76 Psyc • Wilson Lumber Company· Owner
Debra M. IKerstingl Brzuchalski '77 ChE • Easlman Chemical Company· Pnncipa! ChE
Shenda R. (Dugan) Burks '71 Chern ' Schwan Pharmaceullcals ~1fg Inc - Quality Assurance Director
Krista Lynette Burneii '94 CE • Missouri Department of Transportation - Intermediate Construction Inspector
Susan L Callahan '78 ~lath, 'SO MS Math ' Cottey College· Assoc Prof . ~lalh
Tern Lynne (Martin) Childress '84 CSci • Southwestern Bell Corporation -Area Manager - FCC Docket Matters
Katherine (Wertis) Coonan, P.E. '84 GeoE ' Katherine WCoonan Cnsltg Geo Engr - Owner & Founder (1992)
Lora L (Binney) Cottrell '79 Econ • Travelers Indemnity Co - Manager, National RisklF'inancial Services
Jennifer Leigh Crede '93 MetE · Eaton Corp - Quality Supervisor
Patricia L Crews-Weight '81 CE • TX Dept of Transportation - Project Development Branch Manager
Becky Lynn Dancy, PI. '90 EE • Southwestern Bell Corporation - Associate Director-Customer Operations
Christine E, Darnell '9 1 CSci • Olin Corporation - Project Leader
Loretta J, Dauwe '73 Phys • University of Michigan-Flint - Associate Professor
Julie Ann Davenport '96 CerE · Dal T~e International - New Products Coordinator
B, Sue (Teny) Davis '73 Psyc • Salvation Army/Harbor Ughts Complex - Director of Substance Abuse &Mental Health
Diane (Krupp) Da\llSOn '13 ME • General E1ecbic Engine Services Inc. - Regional Sales Dir - North America
Joyce Day '70 Chern ' (R) Nevada BelUPacific Telesis - Product Manager - Data Communications Products
Karen (Mohan) Day '85 Econ • Missourians for Kit Bond - Finance Director, Headliners, LTD - Co-Owner
Jacquelyn M. De Thome '78 EMgt • Parker-Hannifin Corporation - Mgr Quality Assurance &Centra! Services
Kimberly K. Denney '82 ChE • Air Uquide America Corporation - Account Manager
Nancy Lea (Jones) Denton '83 ME • Purdue University - Assoc Prof & Assistant Head - ~1E Tech
Laura Marie (Schisler) Dixon '90 EE • Lucent Technologies -Techmcal Manager
Diana T. Dohmen, P.E, '83 CE • Bockman Engineering Services - Manager
Rona J. IWhitta111 Donahoe '78 GGph • University of Alabama· Asst Prof·Geology Dept
Dr, Cathy (Oostendorp) Doria-Medina, M,D, '84 LSci • HealthCare Partners-Bay Shores Med Group. Endocrinologist
CarollRusseUI Eighmey '75 Phys, '77 MS EMW • Williams & Company Consulting Inc - Mgr · Missouri
Chery! Ann (Wingerter) Ferguson '86 MetE ' Bodine Aluminum Inc - Quality Control Manager
Lynn M, Raim 'SO ChE • Du Pont, Operation Manager - Delrin
Katherine A. (Von Rump) Reck '84 EE • Delco Electronics/Genera! Motors - Manager Forewarn Products
Eunice P. French '84 Econ • (R) University of Missouri-Rolla - Dir - Int'l Prog & Studies
Rebecca ~laMe l~lartinl Frisbee '90 En~ • University of MissouM·Rolla . ~lgr Publications
Gwendolyn S, Froeschner '75 His! • Shurfleff, Froeschner, Bunn &Aulgur -Attorney
Rhonda L IReedl Ga1aske '79 MetE · Ga1aske & Associates· SeH·employed
TIna V. IGoutyl Gamer 'SO EMgt, '83 PetE • The Forrester Group Inc· PMndpa!
I}..'anda L Gamer '75 Math ' Cabrillo College - Div Chair-~1ath, 5ctence, Engr, National Pres ·American Mathematical Assoc.
Dr. Lisa K. IBaganolf] Gaynor '83 MetE • Brislol·~lye~ Squibb· Director, Strat<Wc &Scientific Evaluation
Carol Ann (Scalise) Giovando 'SO ME • Bums &McDonnell - Manager-Business Development &fo.1arkellng Dir
Nora A. IBarrl Glover '69 Math · AT&T· District Manager
Dr. Ann Marisa Hagni 'SO GGph:85 MS ~1 gt, '95 PhD Geol • A P Green Industries Inc . Mgr .
Applied Mineralogy & An~ytica1 Chemistry
GailIDo~n) Hahn '82 ChE • McDonneU Dou~as Corp . Sr Principal Tech Specialist
Janet L Hartley '81 ChE • Bowling Green State University - Asst Professor
Kathryn Marie Hauck '87 EMgt • Basler Electric - Marketing Mgr
Rosa L Herman '78 ChE • Du Pont - Account Manager
Lois Ann (Wolfe) Highfill '86 Psyc • Missouri Div of Family Serv - Sodal SelVice Supervisor-~1aries &Phelps Counties
~lary IShullzl HoHmann '82 ME • Procter & Gamble· Pe""nnel Manager
Jean Karen IFlscher) Holley '81 CSci • Waste Managemen~ Inc. - Director Info Technology
Dr. Laura Lynne House '85 CSci, '90 MS CSci, '94 PhD EMW • Park CoUege . Chainnan, Dept 01 Compuler Sci·Asst Prof CIS;
Defoor Consulting Inc -Information Technology Consultant
Lea Anne iTeltho~li H ow~1 '81 ME • LH Communication Services - Owner &Founder 119931
Dr. Shirley C. Huffman '78 Math . Southwest MO State University - Professor
Julie Dolores IShayl Hughes '84 EMgi • Comet Industries, Inc· Dir . Quality Assurance
Rosemary ~1. ILovellngram, ~E. '78 CE • KS o.pl of Trans · Chief, Bureau of Program ~lanagement
Virginia S, Ismay '74 EMgt • Marshall Municipal Utilities - Environmental Director

Vicki Sue Johnson, Ph,D, '82 AE • Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University - Dir-SSP &Assoc Prof-Aerospace Engrg
Dayna K, Justus '79 EMgt • Hallmark Cards Inc - Business Research Manager
GailIDa~dge) KeHenbMnk '67 GGph • Landmark Environmental Inc . Pr"dent & Co·Founder 119891
Lori Sue Kilpatrick '86 CSci • McDonnell Douglas Corp - Unit Manager - Software Engineering
Eva B. Kisvarsan~ '58 GGph, '60 MS GGph • IRI MO Dept of Nat Res - Asst Dir·Geo Survey &Sect Chief·Geo Mapping
Dr, Susan H. (Hanson) Klemmer, 1'.1 ,0, '66 MS CSci • Self-employed - Dermatologist-Physician
Zelma Jean (Bennett) Kostyshak '87 MetE · Bausch &Lomb - Project Manager-Global ~1anufacturing Systems
Lisa Dawn Krueger '86 ChE • Illinois Pou"er Company - Client SelVice Mgr
Marla G. IKnaupl Kunz '79 ~l W • Olin Corporation· Suprv . Industrial Engrg
Grace C. (Johnson) Lange '82 CSci ' Fireman's Fund Direct - Manager, Systems Engineering
Dr. Angela C. Latham, M,D. '83 PetE · Texoma Medica! Center - Physician - Family Practice
Dr. Paula M. (Marcellus) Lutz '76 ChemlLSci • University of Missouri-Rolla - Associate Professor
Paula J. 1A:>lettel MarMann '74 CSd • TIme For You Ltd · Pres &Founder 119821; Meridian· Web Manager
Diana Sue (Bindemann) Malin '83 ChE • Millennium Petrochemicals Inc - Section Leader
Unda S. (Rapp) Martin '86 EMgt • Aritherm Manufacturing Co - Chief Engineer
Lori Ann (A1meling) Matchell '84 CSd • Universal Underwriters Group - Project Leader
Carol Diane (Deusinger) Matthews '86 CSci ' CBC Distribution & Marketing Inc - Pres &Co-Founder (1991)
Marcel A, (Wehrman) Maupin '78 Math . OK State University - Associate Professor-Mathematics
JuliAnn (Gaston) Mazachek '84 EMgt • Washburn UniverSity -Assistant Professor of Accounting
Susanne E, McHale '83 ChE • The P.D, George Company - Dir Process Tech
Kimberly L IBallzer) Meister '86 EMW, '88 MS EMgI • City of Leavenworth, KS . Asst City EngrlPvml MW Spec
Maureen E. (Murphy) Midgley '82 ChE • General Motors Corporation - Plant Mgr-GM Electric Vehicles
Diane L. (Lucas) Millikin '86 ChE• (R) Exxon Company USA - Administrative Supervisor
Monica M, (Tate) Moore '76 Psyc • Webster University - Assoc Prof of Behavioral &Soc Sci
Anna F. Naeger '72 CSci • £OS - Resource Center Manager
Nicola A. IUtterbackl Nelson '66 EE, '71 MS EE • The AEROSPACE Corporation· PMn Dir . Sys Dev &Operations Subdiv
Dr, Jane A. (Riolo) Nemecek, M,D, '81 LSci, '81 Chern ' Park Nicollet Medical Center - Plastic Surgeon
Kathleen A. IBehnkel Nibeck '84 EMW, '87 MS EMW • Tenneco Packa~ng . Director of Quality
Beverly A. (Rumping) Niermann'86 EMgt • Uniied Tech Automotive - Supervisor, Packaging & ~1aierial Handhng Systems
Dr. Rulh I. Oakes 76 Psyc • Self·employed - Psychologist
Dr, Unda Marie Penas '85 Math · University of (A-Riverside - Professor
Cheri L IThompsonl Pickard '95 Econ • Mercantile Bank of St Louis· ACH Supervisor
Helene Ann Hardy-Pierce '83 EMgt • Tamko - Corp Dir of Commercial Roofing &Technical SelVices
JenniferWang Posda '76 CerE . St GobainlSEPR - Product Manager
Amy Applewhite-Ramsey '84 CerE, '87 MS CerE · ToxGon Corp - Senior Engineer
Mariana RodMguez Risco '80 CE • CIBERTEC - CEO & Owner & Founder 11983)
Judilh E. Roper 79 ChE • ARCO/Atlantic Richlield Company. Sr Operation~Analytical Engineer
Mary (Zuehlke) Rose '87 CE • David Mason &Assoc - Project Manager
Susan Mary (Hickey) Rosselet '83 CSci • Bemidji State University - Professor- Computer Science
Dr. Linda Marie Saliga '89 Math, '93 MS Math . University of Akron -Assistant Professor
Cornelia A. (Hecker) Schirber '83 ChE • Vista Chemical Company - Manager - Business Analysis
Tonya Lynn Schulz '94 ME • Johnson Controls - Engineering Supervisor
Lana J, Bray-Scott '76 CerE · National Refractories - Sr Process Control Suprv
Sheila L. ICourtwayl Seck '84 ME • Bryan Cave Law Flnn . La,,"!er
Nancy J. IHoffmanl Shaw '65 MelE • NASA· Chief·Ruids Right Projects
Jennifer C. Shylanski '90 MS EE • McDonnell Douglas Corp - Pnndple Technical Specialist
Susan Marie Simmons '84 ChE • Anheuser-Busch Companies Inc - Manager of Engineering
Dr. Rebecca Lynne Siscel, D.D.S. '83 LSd • Self.employed . Denlist
Dr. Alice Elaine Smith '91 EMgt • University of Pittsburgh. Associate Professor
Geri E, Smith '83 CerE . AT&T Lucent Technologies- Premises Dist Products Operations Mgr & Engr
Lora IRobertsl Smith '71 Engl . Self·employed - AUlhor . Mystery Novels
Sonuel (1very) Smith '88 ChE • Procter & Gamble - Purchasing Manager
Nancey R. A (Drissel) Spaith '72 Hist • Cecil D, Williams· Dir - Client Services
Shelli Kay Starrell '88 EE, '90 MS EE • Kansas Stale Unive~ity . Assl Prof·Electrical & Computer Engr Dept
Sara Melissa (Bishop) Steams '87 EMgt • Procter &Gamble - Department Manager
Cynthia L. (Brmver) Stevens '80 CSci, '85 MS CSci • OAO Corporation - System Mgr
Dr, M, ~1 errill Stevens '83 MS GeoE, ' 88 PhD GeoE ' University of Missouri-Rolla- Ass Prof- Geological Engineering;
Missouri Army National Guard - Captain
Camille Marie Still '92 CE • U 5 Air Force - Captain
Theresa D. (Talty) Stone, P.G, '80 GeoE, '87 MS GeoE • Waste Management Inc - Remedial Projects Manager
Tonia R. Stubblefield '77 Psyc • Tn·Rivers Planned Parenthood, Inc - President/CEO
Marie F. (Willy) Sulze '73 Psyc • Missouri Ch~d Support Enforcement - Sub-District Supv
Eva C. (Lucas) Swo!l '79 CSci • Lucent Technologies - Technical Manager
Rhonda (Powers) Tabor '81 CE • Williams Energy Group -Sr Training Coordinator
Cynth~ Tang '85 Econ • Insight Industries, Inc . CEO & Founder 119871
Rachaneepan Tangchal.l'a! '85 CSci • Sinobrit Group - Asst VP - Business Information Service
Ruby M. Tebelak 74 Engl ' Ernest Orlando LaMence Berkeley NtlLab . Head, Tech & Electronic Info Dept
Jo;<e A. ICopelandl Thomas 78 Engl • REI~lAX Heart of America - Broker/Owner
Dr, Dolores 1'-1. Tichenor '76 Math · Tri State University - VP . Inst Planning
Dianna K. Tickner '79 MinE ' Peabody COALSALES Company - VP - Contract Management &Planning
Cecilia (Wempe) Townsend '81 EE • NC State University - Lecturer &Coordinator of Advising
Linda Marie (Reed) Tutko '87 MetE . US Air Force - Foreign Disclosure Uaison Officer
Johnna Sue (Schultz) Van Keuren '88 ME • Clark Refining &Marketing - Enviro Mgr - TerminalS
Ramona E. (Day) Wagner '78 CE • US Army Corps of Engineers - Resident Engineer
Cheryl D,S, (Smith) Walker '86 EE • Deutsche Financial Services - Senior Counsel
Deanna Lynn Weil '91 EE • US Air Force - Captain
Clare A Welch '79 ME • Lockheed Martin Corporation - Project Manager
Ann E. (Veatch) Whitty '79 EE • ALCOA - Engineering Manager - Davenport Works
Lisa Gail WiUhaus '93 ChE • Procter &Gamble - Materials EngineerlManager
Leslie H.IVigna) Withe~poon '91 ChE · TMnity Consul~nts Inc· ~lanager, Consulting Services
Elizabeth J. Wood '84 CSci · IBM · ~lanager, IBM K·12lnremational Solutions
Dr, Joan B. (Brune) Woodard '73 Math ' Sandia National Laboratories - VP - Energy & Enviro Div
Theresa Ann INeyl Ziegelmeyer '85 ChE • BF GoodMch Company· Operations ~lanager

hUe, pillowy clouds of exhaust rolled from the
launc~ pad. "We have liftoff," the announcer proclaimed. Silence followed for the next few seconds
as the 4.5 million-pound Space SAAttl~ Columbia
perch. The roar of rocket boosters rumbled the
ground and a crackling filled the air. In what
seemed like a blink of an eye, the announcer
issued yet another proclamation:
"Columbia has reached 30 miles"
(above the launch site).
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aust trail fell behind the shuttle 's bright flamin g
a perfec tly clear, blue sky on an 83-degree Florida
was, in the words of an experienced viewer, a

Brit'
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part with equlpment from a UMR research labplume at altitudes of 50,000 to 65,000
exhaust samples during the next two hours
\lgll-alltJt~lOe spy plane at Cape Canaveral's
UMR re&earchers were waiting.
- were there to conduct tests
as part of an Air Force-sponsored
on Stratospheric Ozone"

confident in our
Timing and
critical to

Ray
began
plane and
two hours, all
and th e preliminary data
spend the next few months
a report to the Air Force_ It will

world's IT
When
metallurgi
pounds (
bulkhead
so much
light of d,
from the
Marine EI
to see hOI
steel.
In Apr
the steel
metal, an,
demise. I
didn't ski
the best a

Leig hl~

several other launches, none can
to th at of th e space shuttle," Whitefield says. "It was quite spec-

Chris Ra
both mete
their story
a two-hou
The Disco
As bo
point out,
the luxury
morning
factors _
the crew's
- also co
"The
fingers anc
the Titanic
point a fin
comfortab
design'"
More t
sengers dir
in the Atla
Coast of t
struck the
sank at 2:
Leighly
eVer cond
it was by
only othE
Canadian
Frisbee_Siz

Slimmer 199

85 years later, a mystery solued:
Brittle steel a factor in Titanic shipwreck
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UMR researcher is making a big
.
splash with his studies of steel from the
world 's most famous shipwreck
When Phil Leighly, professor emeritus of
metallurgical engineering, uncrated some 300
pounds of steel from the Titanic's hull and
bulkhead last September, it was the first tim e
so much metal from the ship had seen the
light of day. Leighly had requested the steel
from the Society of Naval Architects and
Marine Engineers. He wanted to test the metal
to see how strong it was compared to modern
steeL
In April, he was able to tell the world that
the steel was definitely inferior to modern
metal, and a factor in the "unsinkable" ship 's
demise. Nevertheless, builders of the ship
didn 't skimp because the steel was probably
the best available at the time, Leighly says.
Leighly and other' UMR researchers Chris Ramsay, MetE '83, and David Miller,
both metallurgists at UMR - got to tell part of
their story in "Titanic: Anatomy of a Disaster,"
a two-hour documentary that aired in April on
The Discovery ChanneL
As both Leighly and the documentary
point out, inferior steel wasn 't the only reason
the luxury ocean liner Titanic sank in the early
morning hours of April 15, 1912. Other
factors - such as flaws in the ship's design ,
the crew's negligence and the lack of lifeboats
- also contributed to the disaster.
"The naval architects can point their
fingers and say, 'It was bad steel '" that caused
the Titanic to sink, Leighly says. "It's easy to
point a finger and say, 'Bad steeL ' But it's uncomfortable to point at yourself and say, 'Bad
design. '"
More than 1,500 of the liner 's 2 ,227 passengers died after the Titanic struck an iceberg
in the Atlantic Ocean , some 350 miles off the
coast of Newfoundland, Canada. The ship
struck the iceberg at 11:40 p.m. April 14 and
sank at 2:20 a.m. April 15.
Leighly 's analysis was only the second
ever conducted on steel from the Titanic. And
it was by far the most comprehensive. The
only other test was conducted by the
Canadian government and involved a
Frisbee-sized piece of steel , in which re-

searchers concluded that the ship 's
hull fractured when it met the
iceberg.
At UMR , chemical and stress
tests of metal samples from the
Titanic show that the steel used to
build the ship was very inferior to
modern
steeL
Impact
tests
conducted by Katie Felkins, a UMR
metallurgical engineering student
working with Leighly, show that the
steel from the Titanic was about 10
times more brittle than modern steel
when tested at freezing temperature
- the estimated temperature of the
water at the time the Titanic struck
Jack Jones, a senior lab mechanic, left, and Phil
the iceberg.
Tests of the steel's chemical com- Leighly, a professor emeritus of metallurgical engiposition also showed a high content neering at UMR, examine steel plates from the
of sulfur, oxygen and phosphorous. Titanic.
High levels of those elements cause
steel to be more brittle, Leighly says.
The chemical analysis also revealed a low level
of manganese - another symptom of brittle
steeL
Leighly first became interested in the
Titanic in the mid-1980s, after watching a documentary in which survivors recalled hearing
a loud cracking noise when the ship struck the
iceberg. Leighly suspected that the noise was
a clue that the steel was brittle. "You would
normally expect a groaning sound with steel as
it breaks, rather than a cracking," he says.
15, 1912.
Leighly also is one of eight researchers on
the Marine Forensic Panel, which is preparing
a report - titled "How and Why Did the
Titanic Really Sink? " - for the Society of
Naval Architects and Marine Engineers. The
Marine Forensics Panel was created by the
Society of Naval Architects and Marine
Engineers in March 1995 and now represents
five other societies: The American SOCiety of
Naval Engineers, the Royal Institution of Naval
Architects, the Society of Marine Consultants
Ltd., the Maritime Law Associates and the
Institute of Marine Engineers.
The Marine Forensic Panel is to discuss its
findings at an October meeting in Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada.
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Cummins chosen Woman of the Year

A new mission
for astronaut
Tom Akers
UMR 's Air Force
ROTC Detachm ent
442 will la unch a
new era o n Aug. 1
Tom
when Col.
Akers, AMth '73 , MS
AMth '75 , becomes
its comma nder. H e
will replace Lt. Col.
John B. Sullivan ,
who retires fro m th e
Air Force on July 3 1.
"['ve
always
been pla nning to come back to Missouri, a nd
th is is a perfect way to do that," says Akers, a
na tive of Em in ence, Mo. "Teachin g and
traini ng ca dets will give me a n opportuni ty to
give bac k to the university and to the Air Force
som e of what has been given to me."
Akers, an astrona ut a nd UMR 's fi rst
graduate in space, holds the U.S. record fo r
th e most ho urs wa lki ng in space . He is no t
worr ied, however, tha t the th ree -year post at
UM R will be a letdown.
"['ve a lways wanted to teach college,"
Akers sa ys. "Althou gh I kn ow I wi ll miss
NASA , it will be a ch alle nge to be th e
com ma nder of Detachm ent 442 , and it will be
different fro m an ything I've ever don e. Kaye
and I are really loo kin g forward to it. "
After gradua tin g first in his UMR class,
Akers spe nt fo ur yea rs as the high school
principa l in Emin ence. He joined the Air Force
in 19 79 a nd was sel ected fo r the astro na ut
progra m in 198 7. On his first shuttle missio n
in October 1990, he helped d eploy th e
Ulysses spacecraft. In May 1992, he he lped
rescue th e stranded Intelsat VI sa te lli te. In
December 1993, he helped repair the Hubble
Space Te lescope . In Septe mb er 1996 , Akers
visited the Russia n Space Sta tio n Mir for th e
first exc ha nge o f U.S . astrona uts on Mir. John
Blaha re ma ined on Mir and Shan no n Lucid
return ed home with the crew a fter her record
Six-month stay in space.
Akers curre ntl y se rves as the assistan t
director (tec hnica l) o f J o hn son Space Ce nter
in Ho usto n, Texas.
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Elizabeth Cummins, chair of
the English department, was
presented the Woman of the Year
plaque by Chancellor John Park
during the Woman of the Year
luncheon, held Friday, March 28,
on campus. The Woman of the
Year is chosen from UMR faculty
and staff for her merit on commitment to students and her
dedication to diversity.
Cummins, who started at UMR
in 1967, became chair of the
English department in 1990. Her
appointment made her the first
woman to chair an academic department at UMR.
She received her bachelor's
and master's degrees from the University of South Dakota, and her
Ph.D. from the University of Illinois
at Champaign-Urbana. She has
received
outstanding
teacher
awards, faculty excellence awards
and a number of grants and
teaching fellowships. Cummins also
has written numerous reviews, articles and books and has given many regional and national
presentations. She was instrumental in starting the Writing Across the Curriculum program to
help UMR students improve their writing skills.
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New Rutl edge-Emerson professor named

Vittal S . Rao, an expert in smart structural
system s and intellige nt control , beca me th e
second professor to ho ld th e William A.
Rutl edge- Em erson Electric Co . Distinguis hed
Professors hip in Electrical Engin eerin g a t
UM R.
Emerson Electri c Co. of St. Lo ui s estab lished th e pro fessorship in 1987 in ho no r of

Rutl edge , EE '46, th e co mpa ny 's fo rm er chie f
operating officer. Rutledge died in 1994 at age
70 .
Rao joined the UMR electrica l e nginee rin g
facu lty in 198 1. He has been director of th e
Intellige nt Systems Center at UM R since 199 1.
T he IS C conducts research in the areas o f
structural hea lth mon itoring, intelligent manufac turin g and intelligent control.
"Vittal is exceptio nal, both as a leader a nd
as a tea m player," says Robert Mitchell , dean
of th e UM R School o f Engin eerin g. "As a
teacher a nd resea rche r, he has ope ned th e
door a t UM R to new a nd importa nt discoveries in the fi eld of intellige nt control of sma rt
structures. As the director o f th e Inte lligent
Syste ms Cente r, he has do ne more th a n any
oth er person in th e Sc hool o f En gineerin g to
encourage teamwork amo ng ma ny fac ul ty a nd
disciplin es. "
Walter J. Gajda Jr. , vice cha nce ll or for
Academ ic Affairs at UMR , he ld th e first
Rutledge- Em erson Professorship. He was
chair of UMR 's electrical engin eering department when he beca me the Rutl edge-Em erson
Professor in 1987 .
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UMR's spin doctor puts a new twist on atomic research
G. Dan Waddill is a real spin doctor, but
he isn't out to change public perceptions. He 's
building an instrume nt that will measure th e
spin of electrons, which will lead scientists to a
better understanding of how new magnetic
materials work.
"We don 't know enough about how these
magnetic materials work on an atomic scale,"
says Waddill, an assistant professor of physics.
"By learning about the spin of electrons in the
materials, we hope to learn how these
materials work T heir magnetic properties
depend on the arrangem ents of the spins. "
Th rough a three-year, $460,000 grant
from the Department of Energy, Waddill is
working with researchers from Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratories, Pennsylvania
State
University
and
Virginia
Commonwealth University.
"The project requires the marriage of three
or four different areas of expertise , so each
institute is bringing a piece of the puzzle," he
says. "It 's a complicated eq uation , but there is
a lot of expertise on the team and a lot of past
history of success. I have no doubt the project
will be successful. "

When it 's completed, the instrument will
measure the energy, mom e ntum a nd spin of
electrons in the material - someth ing no
current scientific instrument does.
Th e measurements req uire use of the facilities at the Advanced Light Source in Berkeley,
Calif. This laboratory is an electron storage

When it's completed, the
instrument will measure
the energy, momentum
and spin of electrons in the
material - something
no current scientific
instrument does.
ring , one of only six routinely operational
national storage ring facilities in the United
States. Storage rings hold very energetic
electrons, which are used to generate intense
beams of photons, called synchrotron
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radiation . Th ese photons are then used to
excite electrons, known as photoelectrons,
from the mater ials being examined.
"By studyin g the properties of th e photoelectrons - their energy, momentum and spin
distributions - you learn about the structure
and th e electronic properties of the materials
you 're studyin g, " Waddill says.
Researchers agree th at spi n plays an
important role in determining the magnetic
properties of materials; however, equ ipm ent
shortcomings have hindered efforts to
measure materials ' spin distributions.
"Spin has been the least-studied variab le in
photoemission because the detectors required
to measure the spins of the ph otoelectrons are
grossly ineffiCient," Waddill says. "Collecting a
single piece of data often requires days."
Waddill hopes his new instrument will
change all that "We hope to learn how
magnetic mater ials work in a more efficient
and humane manner for the experimenter,"
he says.

Wayne Huebner, CerE '82, PhD CerE '87
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the
word
Say
"stealth, " and m6st
people
envision
those
bat-Winged,
radar- eluding
Air
Force
fighters
and
bomb ers.
But
Wayn e
Hu ebner,
CerE '82,
PhD
CerE'87, thinks of dolphins. Th e stealthy
swimmers ' ability to avoid detection underwater may hold the key to more effective
weaponry for the Navy.
"Dolph ins swim about silently," says
Huebner, an associate professor of ceramic
engineering and interim chair of the department "Their skins are not only streamlin ed,
but can adjust to the various pressures of the
water that can create noise. "
Through funds from the Office of Naval
Research , Hue bner's research team is repli cating the dolphin 's silent qua li ties in
microscal e transd ucers tiny electron ic
sensors - that could be attached to th e
outside "skins " of torpedoes and o ther naval
objects.

"The transducers react just li ke th e skin of
dolphins," says Huebner. They are coa ted
wi th a thin composite material of tiny rods,
each one-third the diameter of a human hair.
They calculate pressure fluctuations caused
by the water, find the "pressure pockets " in
the skin of a torpedo or other weapon , "and
adjust those pockets to stop the noise."
The transducers could be put in a thin
coating and painted on to torpedoes , submarin es or sh ips. "Our goal is to synthesize
microscale transducers as sma ll as possibl e
and to ge t rid of all the noise factors dealing
with objects that run through th e water,"
Huebner says.
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IT'S NO SMOKESCREEN:
Researchers say soybean oil will
solve Army's foggy problem
Photo by

Dan Seifert/Stone House Photog raphy

"Vegetable oils appear to be more effective
obscurants against infrared vision technology.

As a result of the UMR research , U.S.
Sen. Christopher Bond has asked the Army
to consider studying the use of biogenic oils
in the production of obscurant smoke. Th e
Army plans to use obscurant smoke in
training soldiers at Fort Leonard Wood , Mo. ,
about 30 miles from UMR.

RESEARCHERS COOK
UP ANOTHER USE
FOR SOYBEAN OIL

Virgil Flanigan , lower left, and Shubhender Kapila, right, with chemistry graduate student
Andrew Larowche and the fog produced from soybean oil.
hen Shubhender Kapila and
Virgil
Flanigan ,
ME '60,
MSME '62 , PhDME '68, say they
have a solution to o ne of the Army 's biggest
environmental problems , they aren 't just
blowing smoke. Th e two resea rchers say
soybean oil co uld be used to create smokescreens used to hide military equipment and
perso nnel , rather th an the petroleum-based
"fog oil " the Army has used for years.
Working with th e Missouri Soybean MerchandiSing Council and the Departm e nt of
Defe nse, th e UMR researchers examin ed fog
oil and vari ous "bioge nic " oils - including
food-grade soybea n, corn and sunflower oil -

W
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for the presence of polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) , which are considered
harmful to human health and th e environment. Th ey found that the soybean and other
vegetable oils contained no PAHs and worked
just as well as fog oil in creating o bscurant
smoke. Kapila, a chemistry professor, and
Flanigan , a professor of mechanical and
aerospace engineerin g and engineering
mechanics, used the Army 's state-of-the-art
smoke generators to demonstrate their
vegetable oil fogs at the Army 's Aberdeen
Proving Grounds in Aberdeen, Md.
"Th e field demonstrations turned out much
better than we expected, " says Kapila.

Soybean oil can also be used as a
blasting agent for industrial mining explosives, says Paul N. Worsey, UMR associate
professor of mining engineering.
Worsey is leading a team of researchers at UMR's Rock Mechanics and
Explosives Research Center to see
whether soybean oil could replace
petroleum fuels as blasting agents in
mining explosives. And the results, Worsey
says, are promising .
"Our research has given us every
reason to believe that it is possible to use
the soybean oil as an alternative to diesel
fuel as a blasting agent," he says.
Diesel fuel is used in the industrial
explosive mix known as ANFO. Worsey's
team substituted soybean oil and mixed it
with ammonium nitrate, a common ingredient in fertilizer, to create" ANSoy."
"The research has proved that raw
soybean oil in ANSoy has shown to have
definite advantages over the petroleum
product in ANFO," Worsey says. "ANSoy
proves to be at least as powerful a blasting
agent as diesel fuel. And the soybean oil
prevents caking, which is a major problem
with ANFO, and doesn't evaporate as
quickly as diesel fuel."
Even though Worsey's project mixes
fertilizer with a vegetable oil, "farmers
need not worry about their soybean fields
blowing up when they fertilize them," he
says.
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ith just $70 and
some ordinary
lab equipment,
three UMR students turned
a lab assignment into
a
scanning
tunneling
microscope
that
rivals
the big-bucks commercial
versions.

W

STMs, which take "pictures " of individual a toms that make up the surface of a
solid, were developed about 15 years ago
and are now a common tool in major
research laboratories. The tool the three
students created matches those found in
big research labs, says their instructor,
Robert DuBOis, a physics professor.
"To put it in perspective, the resolution
of their pictures is similar to that of an
astronaut taking a photograph of the earth
from the moon and being able to recognize
two parked cars with an empty parking
space between them, " DuBois says.
The sen ior physics majors - S h eila
Keilholz of Frankenstein, Mo. ; Kevin Moll
of St. Louis; and Mike Pinkerton of
Kennedale , Texas - say a combination of
hard work, skill and luck allowed them to
construct the microscope.
"We spent all of our free time here ,
including late at night," Keilholz says. "We
thought it would help if we came in here at
2 a.m. because there would be less vibrational 'noise ' in the building. "
The three got so involved in trying to
make the microscope work that they forgot
all about their less-than-ideal surroundings
- a 5-foot by la-foot closet under the
stairs in the basement of the Physics
Building. They didn 't complain about the
extreme heat or having to share the space
with a refrigerator and two cases of toilet
paper, because they knew it was critical
that their equipment not be disturbed and
that it was far away from motors and foot
traffic that caused vibrations.
"The room was so small that we had to
take turns going in, " Moll says. "But it was
probably the best place in the building for
what we were doing. "
Students in DuBois' Advanced Laboratory (Physics 322) class may pick any
project they wan t, pendi ng his approval.
Keilholz, Moll and Pinkerton decided to
build an STM because it combined the best

Summer 1997

SCOPE it out:

Left to right: Mike Pinkerton, Sheila Keilholz and Kevin Moll with their scanning tunneling
microscope.
of their skills: Pinkerton , the group 's computer
expert, is working toward a secondary major
in computer science; Keilholz was the group 's
mechanical a nd machine shop ace; and Moll
was the group 's circuitry specialist.
"These three picked a project that would
have made a good , year-lo ng master 's thesis
project," DuBois says. "I am not aware of any

other undergraduates in the country who have
developed a scanning tunneling microscope
capable of atomic resolution."
The students presented their work at th e
Missouri Academy of Sciences annual meeting
in April. Th ey will present it again this summer
at the American Association of Physics
Teachers Conference in Denver.
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CHAI N REACTION
Students go the extra miles to break world record

TheCi
Relenll
MeCia
Skamll.

James
Frallk

n
UMR
Above and left: Students at UMR lay out a portion of their world record breaking
40. 67-mile paper chain Sunday, March 2, in Rolla. Sixty UMR students assembled the
chain in 23 hours and broke the old world's record of 37.06 miles. The event also raised
money fo r the locaLBig Brothers/Big Sisters organization.
Th e chain of events began at noon on a
Saturday. Twenty-four hours later, 60 UMR
students were th e proud ow ners of a new
world record - and one very long paper
chain.
Th e students spent the weekend of March
1-2 sta plin g some 450,000 strips o f old
newspaper into a 40-mile chain, which bested
the old record by nea rl y 3 miles. Their feat
earned UMR a spot in the Guinness Book of
World Records.
"1 had no dou bt we wo uld beat the
record ," sa id a jubilant Patrick Pa inter, a
sophomore e ngin eer in g management major
from Muskogee, Okla. , and one of th e event's
organizers. "This has been a dream of several
people for a long time. "

The dream began with Painter a nd a few
other studen ts in Thomas Jefferson Residence
Hall.
"We were reading the Guinness Book of
World Records and said, 'Hey, let's break a
world record, ", said J. B. Mette, a computer
science major fro m Palmyra, Mo. "When the
people on our (residence hall) floor want to do
somethin g, we do it. ... Peopl e were skeptical
at first , but once they saw that we were taki ng
the time to cut up the strips and go for
sponsors, they realized we were serious. "
Th e students linked th eir effort to a good
cause by raising more th a n $ 1,000 for th e
Rolla Area Big Broth ers/Big Sisters orga nization .

For more information about any
of these news items, please contact the
Office of Public Relations
573-341-4328
newsinfo@umr.edu
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Trivial pursuits

record

The Chancellor's Advisory Committee on African American Recruitm.enl and
Retention met on campus in FebruGI),. Left to right: Randy Shed, CE'85, Grego/)'
McClain, EMgt'72, My ron Biddle, ME '76, Tyronna Johnson, ChE'90, Gregory
Skannal, GeoE'85, He/7./)' Brown, CE '68, Robert Morrison J /:, EMgt'71,
James Nicks J /:, ChE'77, Zebu/un Nash,ChE '72, Tawanno Morgan, student,
Frank K. Billups, ME'75, and Joseph Kweh 11: , student.
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UMR is one of the nation 's most wired
4. Recrea tiona l use of t h e Intern et- the
campuses, according to the first-ever survey of extent to which students use th e Internet for
college campuses conducted by Yahoo! extracurricular purposes.
Internet life. Th e May 1997 issue of Yahoo!
Among UMR 's high points, according to
Intern et life lists UMR at number 87 in its list the magazine survey, were its online access to
of America 's 100 Most Wired Colleges - "the library resources , unlimited World Wide Web
first-ever survey of the hardware , software, access for students, and free electronic mail
and academic and social uses of the Net on and disc space for Web "home pages" for all
the nation 's top cam puses," according to students. The survey also noted that 7.5
Barry Golson, editor-in-chief of Yahoo! percent of UMR classes involve on-line
homework , and 12.5 percent provide on-line
Internet life.
"Not only are college students the most study notes for students. Ten percent of
Net-friendly group in America ... but it's in - UMR 's students have home pages on the
disputable that Net skills are an increasingly World Wide Web , and 65 percent of UMR 's
critical part of campus life-and the student groups are on the Web.
Real World beyond , meanin g jobs and
Yahoo' Internet life was also impressed
careers," Golson writes.
with UMR 's nuclear engineering department
The magazine 's survey addressed 35 Web site. "As an added visual feature ," the
factors under four main categories:
editors wrote, "you can check out the pretty
1. S tud ent services-the extent to which blue glow of the UMR nuclear reactor online. "
schools provide access to administrative
Only one other Missouri school-Washington University in
and course inform ation
St.
online.
Louis-made the magazine 's
top 100 list. Massachusetts
2. Hardware a nd
~ Internet Life
Institute
of
Technology
wiring-how much Intertopped the list of wired
net access the school
campuses.
provides.
For the straight scoop
3. Academ ic use of
the Internet-the extent
from Yahoo' Internet life, get
to
which
Internet
on the Net and visit the
resources are used for
magazine 's
Web
site
(http://www.yil.com/).
academic purposes.

~A..goor
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"It is the most commonly used 'fake'
name when ordering Domino 's Pizza.
In two different rooms , before the first
sentence of this trivia question was completely out of the announcer 's mouth,
members of two UMR quiz teams buzzed
in with the correct answer: Dennis
Rodman.
"We knew the answer because Dr.
(Mitchell) Watnik happened to tell us that
the night before, " says Jeremy White of
Clinton, Mo. , a member of UMR 's qu iz
team A and a senior chemical engineering
major.
While the students were never in
jeopardy of blowing that question , most of
the others were not that easy. They were
in big-time trivia territory: the National
Academic Quiz Tournament, held Jan. 2425 in Philadelphia. UIvlR 's team A finished
44th and team B finished 57th out of the
64 competing teams. Watn ik, an assistant
professor of mathematics and statistics, accompanied the teams on the trip.
But just earn ing a spot among the 64
teams was an honor, say members of
UMR 's Academic Competition Organization, a two-year-old campus organization
whose members made up teams A and B.
The organization fie lds teams in various
academic trivia competitions and votes to
decide which members will make up the
teams.
To qualify for the National Academic
QUiz Tournament, the UMR teams had to
place among the top three at a regional
competition or be awarded a wild-card
spot. In the Southwest regional competition , held last November at the University
of Oklahoma, team A took second and
team B took third.
"We were the smallest school with two
teams at the national competition and one
of the smallest schools attending, "says
White, who is president of UMR 's
Academic Competition Organization.
"Most of the questions are in history, literature or science, which puts us at a
disadvantage," says Chris Taylor of Vernon
Hills, III. , team B's captain and a graduate
student in chemical engineering. "Most
other teams have a variety of majors. Here,
we're all engineering majors. It 's such a
liberal arts-oriented competition that we
sometimes have to scale back on our
SCience answers.
The UMR students also competed in
The College Bowl Inc. 's regional tournament in Kansas City in February, where
their team placed third.
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The Chancellor sTable
a recipe for success
ather 900-plus recipes from
faculty, staff, alumni and friends.
Mix in some anecdotes and illustrations. Stir. Yields 1,500 cookbooks and
dining room furniture fitting for the historic
Chancellor's Residence at UMR.
A new solid cherry dining table, 22
matching chairs and o ther dining room furnishings are now at home in the Chancellor's
Residence, thanks to the volunteer efforts of a
group known as FOR UMR - or "Friends of
the Residence of UMR. " This group knew the
residence - the official entertainment venue
for many visitors to campus - was in dire
need of a new look for its dining room. "The
o ld table was in bad condition ," says Dorcas
Park, the wife of UMR Chancellor John T.
Park. "It had probably been here since the
house was built (in the late 1800s). It was
veneer, and th e veneer was peeling . ... The
chairs were in poor condition, too. We had
two people fall through them."
So to raise funds for a new table and
chairs, th e organ ization solicited recipes from
alumni and current and former faculty and
staff, and created a cookbook of favorite
UMR recipes ca lled "Th e Chancellor's
Table."
"We received reCipes from alumni and
former faculty and staff members from all
over, some of them written o n 3 -by-5
recipe cards with notes that said, ' Please
send this back; it's the only copy I have ,'"
Mrs. Park says.
FOR UMR had little trouble selling a ll
1,500 copies of the cookbook. The
proceeds paid for the new table and chairs
(with added rungs for extra support) , a
ch ina cabinet and a server.
Recently, FOR UMR member Lenore
Morris presented the Parks with some
antique plates depicting th e first two
buildings on campus: the Rolla Building
and "Old Chern ." The plates were given
as premiums in the late 1800s to
customers of Faulkner's Drugstore, which
was located on Pine Street.
Anyone wanting to contribute historic
mementos to display in the china cab inet
should contact Mrs. Park a t (573) 3414118.

G

Dorcas Park, left,
and Lenore Morris
of Rolla, pose with
one of the plates
presented to the
Parks by Morris.
The plates depict
scenes from the
UM- Rolla campus
in the late J800s.
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Brook Beville, above, of Broken
Arrow, Okla., was the 1997 Queen
of Love and Beauty for St. Pat,
below, portrayed by Chris Hart of
Charleston, Mo. At left: Chancellor
John T Park inspects a cudgel.
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SPORTS - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Hartman, Martens named to
academic all-district team
Lady Miner basketball players Heath er Hartman and Jami e
Martens were selected to the GTE/CoS IDA Academ ic All-District
team for the 1996-97 season. Hartman , a sen ior center, was named
to the first team, while Martens was a second-team selection .
Hartman finish ed her career as the fourth-leading scorer in Lady
Miner history with a total of 1,213 points , as the second-leading
rebounder with 747 , and as the school record-holder in blocked
shots with 194. The blocked shot total is the third-best total in MIAA
history.
Hartman , the second-leading
scorer this season for the Lady Miners,
is majoring in math ematics.
Martens moved into a starting role
HeQlher Hartman
th is season and finished as the team 's
third-leading scorer with an average of
nine points per game. She also averaged 4.1 rebounds and 2.S
assists per game. Her three-pointer in the final minute of play put
the Lady Miners ahead to stay in possibly their biggest win of the
season, a 70-66 victory over eventual MIAA cham pion Missouri
Western.
Martens is majoring in geological engineering at UMR.
The Lady Miners finished th e 1996-97 season with a record
of S- l S.
Jamie Martens

Miner swimmers match highest
finish at national meet
With eight swimmers competing in the national meet, the chances were good that the Min er
swimmin g team could meet a pre-season goal - to finish in the top 10 at the NCAA Division
II Championships.
Th e Miners met that goal during the second week of March as they matched the highest
fin ish ever by a UMR squad at nationals, coming in eighth place. It was the third time that a
Miner team had finish ed eighth in the championships, the most recent coming in 19S6.
UMR had three All -America performances and several other strong showings during the
national meet. Bill Unzicker won All-America honors in the 400-yard individual medley with
a seventh- place finish. He also came in 14th place in two other events.
The Miners also had two relay teams that finished among the top eight. Th e 400-ya rd
freestyle relay team of Kris Leftwich, Tom Beccue, Randy Jones and David Nurre finish ed
in eighth place in that event, while the 200-yard freestyle relay team that consisted of Leftwich,
Beccue, Brian Korsedal and Jones fin ished eighth as well.
Korsedal also had a 10th place performance in the 50-yard freestyle , while Steve Caruso
was 12th in the 200-yard butterfly and Nurre 's top showing was a 13th-place effort in the 200freestyle. Alth ough he was 13th in the event, Nurre broke the longest standi ng school record
as he swam the 200-freestyle in 1:42.66, breaking the record set in 1977 by Bill Orr, MinE '77.
UMR also reclaim ed the team title in the Mideast Regional Championships this year, th eir
fourth title in five years. Nurre was the on ly Miner to win an individual event, as he took firsts
in the 500- and 1,650-freestyle. The Miners a lso won two relays, th e 400- and SOO-free style
events, and set a new school record in the 200-free relay.
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Holloway named
to AII-MIAA team
Tim Holl oway, a sen ior guard for the
Miner basketball team and the team 's leading
scorer this season, was chosen to the MidAmerica Intercollegiate Athletics Association 's
all-conference team as a first-team selection.
Holloway ended his career as the secondleading scorer in Miner history with 1,573
points. He averaged 17.3 points a game and
led the MIAA in free throw percentage with a
school-record mark of 90.6 percent. His free
throw mark was third-best in the nati on for
NCAA Division II, and his career percentage
of S4.6 percent set a new MlAA record.
He also closed his career high on the list
in other categories. His 343 assists establish ed a new career record and his 241
three-pointers ranked second on th e Miners '
all-time list and third in MIAA history.
Holloway 's selection to th e AII -M IAA first
team marks the second consecutive year that
a UMR player made the first tea m. Michael
McClain, an All-America performer and comost valuable player in the co nference in
1995-96, won first-team honors that season.
Holloway, who had been an all-league
honorable mention performer dur ing the two
previous seasons, was also th e most valuable
player in the Pepsi-Cola/Ameritech Shootout
a t UMR in December, an ho nor he received
three times durin g his career.
Th e Miners finished the bas ketball season
with a record of 14-12.
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1997 MINER FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Break out the erasers:
UMR teams rewriting
the record books
he 1997 portion of the athletic season at UMR has
found a lot of time being spent paging through the
record books. Several student-athletes are posting
big numbers.

T

Start with men 's basketball. Tim Holloway broke two career records at UMR, as well
as a conference record during the 1996-97 campaign. Holloway broke the career assist
record formerly held by Adrian Davis, finishing his career with 343. He also broke the mark
for free throw percentage, making 90.6 percent of his attempts and breaking the school
single-season record previously held by Davis. And Holloway's career percentage of 84.6
percent broke both the school mark held by Rich Cairns ('65) and the MIAA record that
was set by Washburn 's Brian Henson.
Jeff KokaI and Terry Smith also put their names in the books again. Kokal set a new
record for career field goal percentage at 57.6 percent, while Smith tied Duane Huddleston 's single-game record of 10 three-pointers in a double overtime loss at Lincoln.
In women 's basketball, Heather Hartman increased her school record total for career
blocked shots to 194 as she closed her Lady Miner career, while LeAnn Farmer established
a new mark for assists with 133. Farmer topped Christie Williams' record of 124 set only
a year earlier. Farmer also tied the single-game mark for assists with 12 in a November game
against Texas Woman 's University.
The swimmers put their marks in as well. The longest standing school record finally fell
at the NCAA Division II Championships, as David Nurre swam the 200-yard freestyle in a
tim e of 1:42.66, breaking Bill Orr's (MinE '77) mark set back in 1977. Nurre also broke
the record in the 500-freestyle with a time of 4:35.68, a record that had stood for 13 years.
The 200-yard freestyle relay mark also fell as the team posted a time of 1:25.30 in the event.
During the indoor track season, both the men 's and women 's teams made an impact.
Tracy Jones set a new standard in the 800-meter run when she posted a mark of 2:18.52
at the MIAA Championships, while Abigail Knapp, the first UMR woman to compete in
the pole vault, set a mark of 7-1 in the first competition in the event. The only men 's record
to fall was in the weight throw, where Brian Gorman won the Arkansas State Invitational
with a mark of 51-9 114.
The record performances didn 't stop when the winter season ended. This spring, new
records have been tied or established on th e ball diamonds, particularly by Lady Miner designated player Becca AIt.
Only 32 games into the season , Alt had already broken the UMR and MIAA singleseason and career records for stolen bases. Alt stole 47 bases in that span to increase her
career total to 87, which included nine games with at least three stolen bases. She was also
in a position to threaten other Single-season marks, including those for runs scored and hits.
As a team, the Lady Miners also wo n nine games in a row for the longest winning streak
in school history.
On the other diamond, Matt Bryant established a new mark for home runs in a career
March 23 against Missouri Southern - his 13th career homer. The old mark was 12, held
by Tom Hasenstab (MinE '94) . In addition, junior pitcher Tim Rhodes recorded shutouts
in two of his first four starts of the season, breaking th e single season record held by several
pitchers and tying the career mark in that department, and Scott Hopper set a new singlegame mark with five hits in a March 28 game against Pittsburg State.

Sept. 6
Sept. 13
Sept. 20
Sept. 27
Oct. 4
Oct. 11
Oct. 18
Oct. 25
Nov. 1
Nov. 8
Nov. 15

at Quincy (Quincy, 111.1. 1:30 p.m.
at Missouri Valley (Marshall, Mo.), 7 p.m.
CENTRAL M(SSOUR( STATE
(Hall of Fame Day)', 1:30 p.m .
at Washburn (Topeka, Kan.) ', 6 p.m.
at Pittsburg State (Pittsburg, Kan.)', 7 p.m.
NORTHWEST MISSOURI STATE
(Homecoming)', 1:30 p.m.
at Truman State (Kirksville, Mo.)', 2 p.m.
MISSOURI WESTERN (Parent's Day)', 1:30 p.m.
at Missouri Southern (Joplin, Mo.)', 2:30 p.m.
EMPORIA STATE, 1 p.m.
SOUTHWEST BAPTIST (Senior Day)' , 1 p.m.

HOM E GAMES IN CAPS
' Denotes MIAA Conference game

1997 MINER SOCCER SCHEDULE
Aug. 30
Sept. 6
Sept. 7
Sept. 10
Sept. 12
Sept. 16
Sept. 20
Sept. 21
Sept. 26
Oct. 3
Oct. 7
Oct. 10
Oct. 17
Oct. 19
Oct. 22
Oct. 25
Oct. 29
Nov. 1
Nov. 5

Northeastern State, Okla. (Warrensburg, Mo.),
6:30 p.m.
Lincoln Memorial (Evansville, Ind.1. 4:30 p.m.
Christian Brothers (Evansville, Ind.), 3:30 p.m.
at Columbia College (Columbia, Mo.!. 7 p.m.
MISSOURI VALLEY. 7 p.m.
MISSOU RI·S1 LOUIS, 7:30 p.m.
at William Woods (Fulton, Mo.!. 1 p.m.
at Missouri Southern (Joplin, Mo.) ' , 2 p.m.
ROCKHURST, 7:30 p.m.
at St. Joseph's, Ind. (Rensselaer, Ind.1. 4 p.m.
QUINCY, 7 p.m.
SOUTHWEST BAPTIST (Homecoming)', 7 p.m.
at Missouri Baptist (St. Louis, Mo.), 7 p.m.
at Central Methodist (Fayette, Mo.1. 2 p.m.
at Drury (Springfield, Mo.1. 7:30 p.m.
CENTRAL ARKANSAS, 7 p.m.
TRUMAN STATE', 7 p.m.
LINCOLN', 1 p.m.
at Washington University (St. Louis, Mo.!.
7:30 p.m.

HOME GAMES IN CAPS
' Denotes MIAA Conference game

1997 LADY MINER SOCCER SCHEDULE
Aug. 30
Aug. 31
Sept. 6
Sept. 7
Sept. 12
Sept. 14
Sept. 20
Sept. 23
Sept. 27
Sept. 28
Oct. 3
Oct. 7
Oct. 10
Oct. 12
Oct. 19
Oct. 20
Oct. 25
Oct. 29
Nov. 1
Nov. 9

at Central Missouri State (Warrensburg, Mo.),
1 p.m.
Northeastern State, Okla. (Warrensburg, Mo.1.
1 p.m.
Lincoln Memorial (Evansville, Ind.), 2:30 p.m.
Christian Brothers (Evansville, Ind.1. 1:30 p.m.
MISSOURI VALLEY, 5 p.m
at Drury (Springfield, Mo.!. 2 p.m.
at William Woods (Fulton, Mo.), 3 p.m.
MISSOU RI·S1 LOUIS, 7:30 p.m.
ROCKHURST, 1 p.m.
BAKER, 1 p.m.
at St. Joseph's, Ind. (Rensselaer, Ind.1. 2 p.m.
QUINCY, 5 p.m.
SOUTHWEST BAPTIST (Homecomingl. 5 p.m.
METROPOLITAN STATE, noon
at Central Methodist (Fayette, Mo.!. 4 p.m.
at Southwest Missouri State (Springfield, Mo.1.
7 p.m.
CENTRAL ARKANSAS, 5 p.m.
TRUMAN STATE, 5 p.m.
BELLARMINE, 6 p.m.
SIU·EDWARDSVILLE, 1 p.m.

HOM E GAM ES IN CAPS
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Did you know that gifts to the MSM-UMR
Alumni Association account for more than 90
percent of your association 's total income? We
rely on yo ur gifts to provide a stable income
source, as they are the main source of funding
for your association 's operations, making
serv ices to alumn i, students and the university
possible.

MSM-UMR
ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION
MISSION
AND GOALS
MISSION
The association will proactively strive to
create an environment - embodying
communication with and participation by
MSM-UMR alumni and friends - to foster
strong loyalty to UMR and growth of the
association. The association will increase its
financial strength as well 'as provide aid and
support to deserving students and
appropriate projects.

• Increase involvement of young
alumni in the association
· Improve section programming
• Increase financial resources of
the association and university
• Improve communication with
alumni
• Increase support to the
university and its students.
The officers and other members of the
association's board of directors provide
leadership and actual participation to
achieve these goals and fulfill this mission.
For their efforts to be a success, they need
YOUR active participation as well, in
whatever alumni activities you choose.

El S8

Through your gifts, your association is able
to provide a variety of services. For each
dollar you give, your association allocates a
portion to many activities, including these:
-Provid ing
scholarships,
loans
and
assistantships to tomorrow 's leaders in
engineering and science.
-Supporting services to alumni, such as
helping you find lost friends when you call the
Alumni Office, helping you find a job or filling
a job opening through the Career Opportun ities Center , or helping you find a
replacement for that lost yearbook , class ring
or other item.
-Providing funds for publication of the
MSM-UMR Alumnus magazine, to keep you
informed of activities on campus and with
your fellow alumni.
-Supporting section activities, giving you a
cha nce to network and socialize with fellow
alumni.
-Planning H omecoming and reunions for
your enjoyment.
Of course , you can always tell us exactly
how you 'd like your gift to be spent, and we 'll
be happy to honor your request. You can
even write just one check to the MSM-UMR
Alumn i Association and ask that it be split
between the association and your department
or another area of campus, such as athletics
or performing arts. Our job is to assist you as
best we can to meet your needs.
So the next time you receive a notice from
the MSM-UMR Alumni Association asking for
your support, don 't think of it as an expense.
Rather, think of it as a smart, practical
investment in your future. Also, consider ways
to stretch your gift through volunteering your
time as an Adm issions Ambassador, Public
Resource Ambassador, Career Ambassador,
Student Council Mentor, Class Coordinator,
or even as a member of the board of directors.
The benefits to you individually and to society
as a whole far outweigh the costs.
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Be an Admissions Ambassador
for U M R - - - - - - - - - - You can become in volved in a national
UMR cooperative recruiting program. Th e
objective is to identify , attract, select and enroll
at UMR the best possible fresh man class each
year.
By being a n Admissions Ambassador in
your comm unity, you ca n help a ttract quality
applicants to ensure UMR contin ued diversity
and academically superior undergraduate
student body. Because there are fewer 18-23
year old prospects, your help in th is program
will greatly assist UM-Rolla to remain a leader
in academic excellence through its students
and graduates.

..IDlE'

You can help by contacting, talking with ,
and advising prospective students and th eir
parents. You also can update your high sc hool
counseling office and library wi th current
mater ial about UMR. This material also may
be helpfu l to local community colleges as well.
Our UMR team effort includes you and your
willin gness to help whereve r your special
interest might lie .
For more information on how to become
an Admissions Ambassador, please contact
the admissions office at 1-800-522-0938.

1VI11\l1E'~

belt buckles still available
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Th e UMR student chapter of the
Society of Mining Engineers (S ME )
is still offer ing the trad itional Joe
Miner belt buckle. Proceeds go to
support chapter activities, and the
cost is $10, plus $2 for sh ipping.
To order your belt buckle, send a
check, made out to UMR SME to

Barbara
Robertson ,
Mining
En gin eering
Department, 226
McNutt Hall, 18 70 Min er Circle,
Rolla, MO 65409.
For more in forma tion call
Barbara at (573) 341-4753 or by email at barb@umr.edu.
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MSM-UMR Alumni Association
m embers are entitled to:

Travel Tours:
Alaskan Cruise (Summer '97)
Italy & The French Riviera (Fall '97)
Switzerland & The Black Forest (Fall '97)

MSM-UMR:
chairs, lamps, watches, ri ngs, pendants,
(License plates are for Missouri residents only.)

Career Assistance:

Announcing ...

The Official MSM-11MB Chair
!!!ii olid hardrock ma ple chairs
a nd rockers, laser engraved with the
MSM -UMR
"[ron
Wheel "
seal.
Personalized with your na me and
graduation year.

the

MSM-UMR Captain 's C hair ($275)
MSM-UMR Boston Rocker ($275)
Optional personalization ($25)
(yo ur name and gradua tion yea r under the
engraved MSM-UMR sea l)

I1RALU/Yfi US

MEMBER
BENEFITS

Platinum/Gold MasterCard, license plates

in

ding

If you have a personal account for our
"First Person" feature (see Ironman Mike
Holms article on the next pagel. we'd like
to hear about it. It could be something
interesting that you did on the job, or
perhaps a personal experience you'd like
to share . If you think your fellow alumni
would find it interesting, send it in and
we'll consider it for publication in a future
Issue.

To order or fo r more info rmation call
(573) 341-4 145
FAX (573) 34 1-6091
e-mail: alumn i@umr.edu or write to
MSM-UMR Alumni Association
Castle man Hall
1870 Mine r Circle
Rolla MO 65409-0650

SU1I1mer 1997

UMR's Career Opportunity Center will
help you in your job search I

Alumni Association Services:
Access to Alumni Office via e-mail
(a lumni@umredu) Alumni locator service
to help you find lost friends. Address
update service so you don't miss
your MSM-UMR mail.
To take advantage of these offers,
contact the Alumni Office
by mail: MSM-UMR Alumni Association
Castleman Hall
1870 Miner Circle
Rolla MO 65409-0650
by phone (573) 341-41 45
by e-mail alumni@umredu
59 [1
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By Mike Holm, MetE'95

This is about a little sojourn that I and another UMR
metallurgy professor, Chris Ramsay, MetE '83, took down in
Florida . You see, more than a year ago, we decided that we
were going to compete in the 1996 Great Floridian Triathlon .
It is a race consisting of a 2 .4-mile swim followed by a 112mile bike ride and ending with a marathon, 26.2 miles of
running.

Mike HoLm durin g th e second half of the bike
course of the 1996 Great Floridian Triath lon .

This is known as an " Ironman, " and the one held each year on Hawaii is probably the most
well known . Neither of us had ever done anything like this before. We had never even run a
marathon. It was to be the most important race of 1996. No other race mattered.
In the interim period between our committal to do the race and actually wading into the water
at the start, we accomplished quite a few things. We both ran our first marathon, the Memorial
Olympiad in St. Louis. I was absolutely amazed at my time, it was one of those races in which
everything just " clicked. " I can 't speak for Chris completely, but I know one of his proudest
achievements is being able to look in the mirror at a different person than he was, say, in 1993.
If you remember Dr. Ramsay, then you remember that there was a lot of him! In fact, when I first
met him, in the fall of 1993, he was a hefty 210 pounds. When we ran our first marathon in
February of 1995, he was around 140 pounds l
I was able to run in three marathons and actually placed second overall in one of them . Two
took place on trails in the Sierra Nevada mountains, and the third marathon was the San Francisco
marathon. Don 't ask me where I placed, there were over 4 ,000 people! And San Francisco has
some hills l
The Vineman Triathlon is named because it takes place in Californ ia 's Somona Valley, w in e
country. The suffix " man " is indicative of its length- a 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile bike, and 26.2 mile run. For all I knew , I might never make it out there again , so why not do it? Chris was a
constant encouragement, so I signed up for the full Vineman.
On July 27, 1996, I had what you would call a "walk in the sun." For the first time , I went the
distance. I had a great swim, and a good bike r ide despite mechanical trouble . The run was the
hardest part. I was able to run the first 13 miles, before succumbing to a variety of gastrOintestinal
problems. I was way out of fuel and had to alternate walking and running for the last half. My
head was filled with thoughts of th e finish. I only wanted to finish . Time didn 't matter, only
finishing. Somehow, I managed the energy to run the last mile, crossing the finish line in 11 hours
and 37 minutes. For the first time, I had gone the distance. The feeling was so incredible, so
overwh elming. I suffered incredibly on the run , it felt like I went to hell and back, but I made it.
After recovering , I began to train again. I wanted to correct the mistakes I made at the
Vineman . In preparation for Florida, Chris and I ran the H eart of America marathon in Columbia,
Mo., m y hometown . We did plenty of swimming, riding and running.

A .. Iro.. rna .. is a 10'" like livi.. g a .. e .....ire li*e...irne i ..
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The day came for the Great Floridian Triathlon. I can 't tell you Chris '
expectations, but mine were first and foremost to finish. I was scared
because I partially remembered how much the Vineman hurt and how
much it took from m e. I thought that was th e worst I could experience.
I was wrong.
The gun went off and we began. I wound up coming out of the water
in eleventh place, out of 466 starters, and the announcer was even able
to mention that I went to UMR! My swim split was the exact same time
as at the V ineman.
I had a good transition to my bike and began th e ride. It wasn 't too
bad. The hills in Florida are not what we consider hills here. Because I
had come out of th e water in such a low place, I was way up in front. I
finished the bike portion in 5 hours and 38 minutes, an average of over
20 mph! Additionally, I started the run in 23rd place. This was something
I had not even imagined possible, but there I was.
Unfortunately, a combin ation of factors made sure I didn 't stay in
23rd place. First of all, I'm a better swimm er and biker than runner. I
swam competetively at UMR and only took up triathlons three years ago.
Second, there were some aid statio ns missing o n the bike ride , and
without those necessary flUids , I got thirsty. Thirst is the first sign of
dehydration , and you can 't recover from it in a race like this. L astly, I
probably just went too hard on the bike, alth ough it didn 't feel like it.
But the heat, it was in the low 90s during most of the bike and run , and
humidity to rival a Missouri August, all contributed to w hat became a
march of survival.
I could barely run the first few miles. At about 5 miles I began to run ,
but by mile 8 the effort was too much. I began my walk. When I started
the run , I was in a position to shatter my Vineman tim e, possibly to go
under eleven hours. And truth be told, that was my secret goal all along,
to run under four hours on the run and eleven hours for the entire race.
That was not to be. I was reduced to a walking mess, my head filled with
thoughts of stopping and quitting. What I did was essentially walk 26
miles ... and it was one of the hardest things I have ever done, certain ly
the hardest physically.
I crossed the line in 12 hours and 10 minutes, completely exhausted.
My mother, a nurse, had accompanied us down to the race and
volunteered with the medical staff. She sent me to the med tent where
I received 3 liters of N solution.
When Chris was brought in , I learned that he did not fin ish. Race
officials pulled him at the 14-mile mark on the run. I repeatedly told my
mom to n ever let me do this again and if I ever got the stupid idea to
try , to remind me of what I ju st told her! I can 't describe how horrible I
felt!
The next morning, as we collected our gear, I found out that I had
placed third in my age group! I was 100th out o f 466 overall , w hi ch
means 77 people passed me on the ru n ' Hmm, I said to my mom ,
maybe if I just work on my run a bit more .. . G uess what she told me?

"There is nothing noble in being
superior to some other man.
true nobility is in being superior
to your previous self. "

Mike Holm crossing the finish line at the 1996 Vineman Triathlon with a
time of 11 hours and 37 minutes.

In all likelihood, Dr. Ramsay will go back. There is a high probability
that I will also. Why? It may have someth ing to do with how much I get
to eat. Or it m ay be that an Ironman is a lot like living an entire lifetime
in one day. In the training and th e race, you set goals, you go through
bad stretches, but you never give up because there is always a good
stretch ahead.
And you get the coolest T -shirts!
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JOIN THE TRAVELING MINERS!
Go places with your fellow alumni! The tours offered this fall will take you to either
Switzerland and the Black Forest or Italy and the French Riviera. Why not do both?

Switzerland and the Black Forest - arrive in
Zurich; visit Engelberg in Switzerland and Todtmoos,
Neusta dt and Titisee in the Black Forest area of
Germany. Optional tours take you to the Swiss Alps,
Interlaken, Bern, Zurich and Lucerne in Switzerland;
Liechtenstein and Austria en route to Germany;
Triberg, Strasbourg and Colmar in the Alsace region;
and the beautiful Rheinfalls and Stein am Rhein.
Departs from St. Louis, Sept. 5-13, 1997,
or from Kansas City, Oct. 3-1 1, 1997,
from $1,099 per person.

Highlights of Italy and
the French Riviera arrive in Rome, return
from Nice, with visits to
the Tu scan city of
Chianciano Terme and Cannes, France, in between. Optional tours take
you to Rome, Florence, Siena, Pisa and Genoa in Italy; Monte Carlo; Nice
and Cannes in France.
Departs from Kansas City, Sept. 6-14, 1997,
from $999 per person

Birthday cakes

A public sefYIce announcement from the Alumm ASSOCiatiOn
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Please contact the Alumni Office for a brochure or for further information.

The Parent-Alumni Relations Committee of
Student Council, in conjunction with the UMR
Paren ts' Association, announces a birthday cake
delivery program for students. Parents may
contact the Student Council office on campus,
and the committee will order the cake and
deliver it to the student on the date you specify.
Cost is $15 for a 1/4 sheet cake, and
proceeds from cake ales will be used by the
UMR Parents' Association to benet students
and parents.
The pro ram is not IIWited to birt fday cakes.
Parents may want to sena a cake a finals time,
to congratulate a student on a particular
accomplishment, or just to send a treat.
For more information or to order, E-mail
stuco@umr.edu, write Student Council at 202
University Center West, 1870 Miner Circle,
Rolla, MO 65409, send a fax to (573)341-6972
or call (573)341-4280.

James R.

CONTACT THE UMR BOOKSTORE FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON UMR GIFT ITEMS
The bookstore has a large assortmen t of UMR glassware, UMR sweatshirts and
T-shirts . They have ma ny UMR gift items to choose from , including golf balis, pennants,
windchimes, tie tacks and key chains.

How, when and where to reach the UMR Bookstore:
Hours: 8 a.m,-5 p.m" Monday-Friday
Call: 1-800-431-7778
Fax: 1-800-431-7779
E-mail: bookstor@umr,edu
Web address: http://www.umr.edu/lVstu-aff/bkstr.htm l
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This is a public service announcement from the Alumni Association.

MSM-UMR ALUMNUS

Summer 1997

IS!
Stephen D. Bohnemeyer, EE'70, steveb2000@aol.com

William E. Mathews, CE'61 , wmathews@concentric.net

Mark J. Broeker, CSci'87, mark.broeker@lmco.com

Richard A. Nussbaum, GeoE'81 , MSGeoE'88, nuss@sockets.net

Thomas C. Brown, EMgt'93, tombsi@aol.com

Daniel A. Reed, CSci, reed@cs.uiuc.edu

Warren D. Cadwell, PetE'l7, wcadwell@ldngc.com

James G., EE'86, and Mary J. Reinhardt, CSci'86,
jimr@fr-electric.com.

Bret R. Collier, NucE'85, collibr@ccmail.ceco.com (through June)
Paul V. Craven, CSci'96, paul.craven@raccoon.com
Charles E. Fechter, ME'69, MSEtv1ch'74, cfechter@mdc.com
Andrew E. Fries, EMgt'88, aefries@eseworld.com
Keith A. Hartley, EE'86, khartley@mitre.org

Thomas L., ME'83, and Suzanne Riney, CE'85,
Riney4@primary.net
Steven J. Sallwasser, EE'79, svsallwasser@juno.com
Polly Scott-Showalter, GeoE'83, pollys@ut.edu
H. W. "Ward" Silver, EE'78, hwardsil@wolfenet.com

Jean K. Holley, CSci'81 , jean_holley@umx.com
Linda M. Jacobs, GeoE'80, mmwf@henge.com

Steven R. Stacy, ChE'86, srstacy@worldnet.att.net
or steve.stacy@engelhand.com

Paul G. Justis Jr., NucE'85, glen-justis@ue.com (work)
or glenjustis@aol.com (home)

Jeffrey P. Wieland, CE'82, MSCE'86, MSEMgt'95,
jpwieland@aol.com

James R. Linsenbardt, EMgt, MSEMgt'84, jlinsenb@digmo.org
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New online
alumni e-mail
address directory
now available
If you haven 't already checked it out, take
a look at the MSM-UMR Alumni Association
home page on the Web, and enter your
address in the new online e -mail address
directory. We now have our own directory,
in addition to the earlier version that was
created by volunteers at the University of
California-Berkeley.
The new directory was created using a
download of alumni e-mail addresses that
were currently on our alumni database.
Please go in and check the directory to see
that we have the correct address for you, and
update it if you see an error. Your entry in
this database is strictly under your control;
you can add an entry, update or change an
existing entry, or delete your entry as you
wish.
To get to the directory , go to
http: //www.umr.eduJalumni and click on
"MSM-UMR Alumni Association on-line
directory" under the March 13, 1997, entry.

Summer 1997

Need help finding a job?
Whether
you
are
unemployed ,
underemployed or unhappily employed, you
are invited to participate in a JOB SEARCH
SEMIN AR. The UMR Career Opportunities
Center wants to help you find the right job. All
UMR alumni are welcome to attend.
The seminar will be offered in Rolla July 24
-25. Housing and meals will be provided in TJ
Hall.
Sessions on writing resumes and cover
letters, networking, interviewing (including
behavior-based interviewing), and Internet

searches will be presented. Practice interviews
with a video camera will also be available.
The fee for the seminar is $45. Housing at
TJ Hall costs $15 and meals are extra.
For further information or to register,
please contact Marcia Ridley, career advisor,
Career Opportunities Center, 1870 Miner
Circle, Rolla , MO 65409-0240 or bye-mail at
mridley@umr.edu. The phone number is
(573) 341-4229. Credit cards and checks are
accepted.
The deadline for registering is July 18.

ALUMNI KIDS-come to UMR and

SA.V'E$$$$$$$$$

Yln Open Letter
to the 'Brothers of
rr'au 1(appa
t£psi{on ~ratemity
The Beta Eta chapter of Tau Kappa
Epsilon is celebrating its 50th year in
existence in Rolla! Because of this
achievement, we have organized an
Anniversary Committee to plan a two-day
celebration over Homecoming weekend,
Oct. 10-11. We plan to have a catered
banquet on Saturday evening, with a few
well-known Beta Eta Teke alumni sharing a
few of their experiences during their college
careers. Other activities include a golf
tournament, a barbecue on Saturday
around noon, tours of the house and
campus, and a whole room full of pictures,
trophies, a time line of significant Beta Eta
events, and an IFC and St. Pat's Lineage.
By having a .celebration of this
magnitude, we hope to get some of the older
alumni back to Rolla. We haven 't seen many
of you for quite some time, and this will let
you get reacquainted with your pledge
brothers, your big brother, little brother(sl,
and so on. As of early April, we are
expecting about 350 people to attend the
celebration. We hope to hear from many
more!
If you are interested in attending our
50th anniversary, please contact us. We
have an e-mail address (tke@umr.edu)
which may be the easiest way, or feel free to
call or write. Our address and phone
number are:

TKE
1107 State St.
Rolla, MO 65401
(573)364-8115
All we ask is that you RSVP before July
1, so we can make catering arrangements.
We would love to see all of you here next
October!
YITB,

'lWan Pruett
Anniversary Chair
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Attention alumni: if you live o ut of state,
your college-bound child could save some
significant money by coming to your alma
mater! Accepted students who qualify can
receive the $5,000 Alumni Sons & Daughters
grant, which covers most of the additional cost
to out-of-state students.
Here are the requirements:
.l'Student must be enrolled as a full -time
student
.l'Parent must be a holder of an earned
degree from MSM-UMR
.l'Student must have an ACT score of at
least 26 and be in the top 20 percent of his/her
high school graduating class

.l'Tra nsfer students must have a 3.2 grade
point average (on 4.0 scale) and must have
completed 30 hours toward a degree
.l'Student must apply prior to June 15 of
the year student plans to enroll
.l'Renewal of th e grant is available to any
student receiving the grant who holds a grade
point average of 2.75 or above
For an application or for more information
on this grant program, please contact the UMR
adm issions office at 1-800-522-0938 or
through e-mail at UMRolla@umr.edu.
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Happy AilnWersary,KAPPA D ELTA!

Home

The ladies of Kappa Delta Sorority celebrate this year with pride and joy. The Epsilon Alpha
chapter of KD was founded on UMR 's campus 25 years ago on Oct. 28, 1972, becoming the
first sorority in UMR 's history. Its founders were members of Sigma Pi's little sister organization.
In addition to being Epsilon Alpha 's 25th Anniversary, it is also national Kappa Delta's
Centennial Year. National Kappa Delta was founded on Oct. 23, 1897, at State Female Normal
College in Farmville, Va. The year-long ce nte nnial festivities include the Centennial Convention
in Norfolk, Va. , from June 21-26, and a Founders' Weekend at Longwood College in Farmville,
Va. , in October 1997.
Epsilon Alpha Chapter of Kappa Delta is holding its own anniversary celebration from Nov.
7-9 , 1997. The chapter will be having fun activities for Kappa Deltas and their families. It will
be a great opportunity for old and new K's to get together and talk about old times and meet
more sisters. The evening ceremonies will be held at the University Center-East Centennial Hall
(upstairs). Rooms already have been reserved at Zeno's Motel in Rolla. Formal invitations will
be mailed this summ er. If you would like more information about the celebration, please call
Stacy Garfield, 25th Anniversary Chair (573) 341 -3560. More information about Epsilon Alpha
chapter of Kappa Delta also can be found on the Internet at the following address:
http://www.umr.edu/-kapadJta.
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PARENTS' BOARD
Thanks to the following parents of UMR students who currently serve on the
UMR Parents ' Association Board of Directors. We appreciate the time and
effort you put in on behalf of today 's students!
Jill and David Black, Springfield, Mo.
James and Denise Brazzell, Mayfield, Ky.
Florysabel Carroll, Parsons, Kan.
Bill and Carolyn Case, JeHerson City, Mo.
Josias and Rachel Cavazos, Kansas City, Mo.
James and Lorrie Collier, SI. Peters, Mo.
Allen and Janet Davenport, Godfrey, III.
John and Bobbi Deligeorges, Smithville, Mo.
Wayne and Marilyn Ferkel, SI. Louis, Mo.
Larry and Mitzi HuHman, Branson, Mo.
Fred and Nancy Ipock, Springfield, Mo.
Lynda and Bill Jurkiewicz, Winfield, Mo.
Dennis and Judy McGee, Bixby, Mo.

Walter and Dorothy McVay, JeHerson City, Mo.
Ed and Anne Midden, Springfield, III.
Peggy Reichard, Rolla, Mo.
Joseph and Mary Reichert, Kansas City, Mo.
Bob and Jan Ridle, Bethany, Okla.
Barbara Robertson, Rolla, Mo.
John and Carolyn Schroeder, SI. Joseph, Mo.
Tracy and Linda Sherman, Florissant, Mo.
James and Wanda Sparks, Malden, Mo.
Duane and Kay Stephens, Independence, Mo.
Terry and Linda Vacek, SI. Charles, Mo.
Tom and Lana Van Doren, Rolla, Mo.
Carney and Paulette Williams, Raymore, Mo.
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SPEAKERS WANTED
Looking for a good excuse to return to campus? Why not sign up to be a member of the Speakers Bureau? Volunteers will
be added to the list maintained by the Alumni Office. This list is given to student groups and faculty members each fall , to help
them in arranging programs and classroom speakers.
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If you'd like to share your expertise with today 's students, just fill out the form below and mail or fax it to the MSM-UMR
Alumni Association.

ALUMNI SPEAKERS BUREAU REGISTRATION FORM
Mail to MSM-UMR Alumni Association, Castleman Hall, 1870 Miner Circle, Rolla, MO 65409-0650 or fax to (573)341-6091
Date: ____________________________
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Degree(s)Near(s) : _____________________________________________________________________
Address: __~~~~------------------~----------------~----------------------~~------Street Address

City

State

LTA!

Home Phone: (___________ '__________________________________

e Epsilon Alpha
:, becoming the
er organization.
Kappa Delta's
Female Nonnal
lial Convention
ge in Fannville,

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

ZIP

CURRENT POSITION - Title: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
CompanyName: _________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address

State

City

ZIP

Work Phone: (_______________________________________________

ltion from Nov.
. families It will
times and meet
Centennial Hall
j invitations will
ion, please call
Epsilon Alpha
)wing address:

Job Description: ___________________________________________________________________________
IMMEDIATE PAST POSITION - Title: _ _ _ __ __ _ __ __ _ _ _ Dates: _ _ __ _ _ __ _
CompanyName: _________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address

City

State

ZIP

Job Description: _________________________________________________________________________

TOPICS AND/OR AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION
on the

e Dnd

2.
4.

l.

3.
.onCity,Mo.
II.

(attach additional information, including a business card, if more space is needed.)

City,Mo

Availability:

Evenings:

Organizations you are involved in:
Iseph, Mo.
II Mo
Mo
dence, Mo
Mo.

Special Interests/Hobbies:
Additional Information and Comments:

o.
]lore, Mo.
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Days:

Weekends:
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j$lonbap, <!&ct.
QI gpecial

meg gage to tbe
~lagg of '97
OK, you 've only been gone
from UMR a littl e while (some
of you are still here , in
graduate school or planning to
graduate in December). But
wouldn ' t you like to see your
old buddies again? Come to
the Fieldhouse Feed Reunion
Luncheon on Saturday, Oct.
11. We 'll set aside a special
table for your class, and we 'll
take a group picture of all of
you who attend. We call it
your " Zero Year Reunion. "
Don ' t miss it!

6,

of (
tbroug. ia

Student-sponsored Homecoming activities: call the Student Union Board at (573)341-4220 for more information
regarding specific events.
- Games Monday-Friday at the Hockey Puck, 12:30 p. m.
- Homecoming Barbecue at the Hockey Puck, Monday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
- Comedy Show and introduction of Homecoming King and Queen Candidates,
Wednesday, Oct. 8, UC-E Cafeteria, 8 p.m.
- Alumni/Student Golf Tournament, Friday, Oct. 10, 2-4 p.m.
- Halftime activities at the football game, Saturday, Oct. 11 ,
Homecoming King and Queen will be crowned!

m:bur!)bap, <1&ctober 9
Noon
12:30 p.m.
TBA
6p.m .
7 p.m.

UMR Board of Trustees meetings begin (luncheon, meetings and dinner)
liberal Arts Panel, Humanities-Social Sciences Building
Corporate Development Council/Excel Professional Leadership Series Leadership
Dinner with keynote speaker, Centennial Hall, UC-E
Reception for the Mechanical Engineering Academy Induction Dinner begins, Zeno's
Dinner for the Mechanical Engineering Academy Induction Dinner begins, Zen a's

jfribap, <1&ctober 10
7:30 a.m. -noon
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Morning
TBA
11:30 a. m.
Noon
Afternoon
12:30 p. m.
1-3:30 p.m.
1-4 p.m.
1-3:30 p.m.
1:30-4:30 p.m.
3-3:30 p.m.
3-4:30 p.m.

UMR Board of Trustees meetings continue (breakfast, meetings)
HOMECOM IN G REGISTRATION , Miner Lounge, UC-E
Order of the Golden Shillelagh Hospitality Table, Miner Lounge, UC-E
Corporate Development Council Team meetings
Mechanical Engineering Academy meetings
History and Political Science Advisory Board Luncheon and meetings
Luncheon for Volunteer Leaders (Board of Trustees, Alumni Board, CDC)
Corporate Development Council (CDC) meeting, 103 Engr. Mgt.
Student Union Board Games, Hockey Puck
Physics Alumni Open House, Physics Building
Alumni/Student Golf Tournament (contact Student Union Board, 573-341-4220, to sign up)
HOMECOMING U (fun and information presented by faculty, staff and alumni)
Alumni Association Board of Directors meeting, Missouri Room, UC-E
Chemistry Alumni Social, Webb Reading Room (121 Schrenk Hall)
Chemical Engineerin g Alumni Reception, 145 Schrenk Hall
Engineering Management Alumni Reception , 226 Engineering Management Building

3:30-4:30 p.m
3:30·5 p.m.
4-5 p.m.
4-5:30 p.m.

4-5:30 p.m.
4-5:30 p.m.

4-S:30 p.m.
4-630 pm.
Sp.m.
5:30-6:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
7p.m.
6:30·8:30 p.m
8:30-l! p.m.
8:30 p.m.
8:30p.m.

~aturbap.
7:30-9:30 a.m.
7:30-11 a.m.
8-l! a.m.
8-IO a.m
8:30 a.m.
9·10:30 a m
9·10 a.m.' .

9a.m.-S P.m
10,11 a.m. .
10'l! a.m.

Ji}ehl tbig pear: a gpecial ebent for aU alumni
Friday night , after the S ilver & Gold Cocktail Buffet, Centennial H all will turn into dancing heaven for the " On ce upon a time ... " Dance. Go
back in tim e or into the future and dance the night away to music of your choice provided by Bill 's Music Machine. You decide whether it w ill
b e swing, disco , rock, metal , country, alternative or whatever. .. you call the shots. A cash bar w ill be availab le. There is NO CHARGE for this
event, but you will need a ticket fo r adm isSion , so be sure to send in your reservation form today. Come o n out and enjoy the music that you
want to hear!

(Schedule of

-.

,

tm

lUte (

(!fbtnt~

~aturba!"

nore information

3:30-4:30 p.m.
3:30-5 p.m.
4-5 p.m.
4-5:30 p.m.

4-5:30 p.m.
4-5:30 p.m.

;, Zeno's

zno's

4-5:30 p.m.
4-6:30 p.m.
5 p.m.
5:30-6:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
6:30-8:30 p.m
8:30-11 p.m.
8:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

~aturbap,
7:30-9:30 a.m.
7:30-11 a.m.

!220, to sign up)

Imnil

Building

8-11 a.m.
8-10 a.m
8:30 a.m.
9-10:30 a.m.
9-10 a.m.
9 a.m .-5 p.m.
10-11 a.m.
10-11 a.m.
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Chemistry Seminar, Monsanto Hall (G3 Schrenk Halll
School of Mines and Metallurgy Academy meeting
Physics Colloquium , Physics Building
Ninth Annual Civil Engineering Alumni Reception, South Lawn, Butler-Carlton
Civil Engineering Building (sponsored by the Academy of Civil Engineers and hosted by
officers of the student chapters of ACI, ASCE, AGC and Chi Epsilon, the Interorganizational
Development Committee, and the Alumni Committee of the Civil Engineering Advisory
Council)
Mechanical Engineering Alumni Reception , Mechanical Engineering Building
Electrical Engineering Building Addition Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and Reception ,
Room l36, Emerson Electric Company Hall
Ceramic Engineering Alumni Barbecue, Carver-Turner Room, UC-E
STUCO Alumni Reception , STUCO Office, 202 University Center-West
Women 's Soccer vs. Southwest Baptist University Lady Bearcats, UMR Soccer Field
KMSM -KMNR Alumni Reception , KMNR Studios, 205 W. 12th SI.
Chemistry Dinner
Men 's Soccer vs. Southwest Baptist University Bearcats, UMR Soccer Field
SILVER & GOLD REUN ION COCKTAIL BU FFET, Centennial Hall, UC-E
(roast pig, delicious hors d 'oeuvres and your choice of "liquid refreshment ")
" ONCE UPON A TIME ... " DAN CE, Centennial Hall , UC-E. Come and get down to music by
request from Bill 's Music Machine. No charge for this event; cash bar available.
Pep Rally, State Street Bonfire Pit
Physics Alumni and Friends Dessert Open House at the home of Ed and Barbara Hale

!l&ctober It

Reunion class photos will be taken
at 12: 15 p.m. on Saturday at the
Fieldhouse Feed Reunio n " Family
Picnic " Luncheon in the Gale
Bullman Multi-Purpose B uilding'

(!Calling
all
~reeks!
If you can 't make it
to the Miner

ALL-ALUMNI BREAKFAST BUFFET, Dining Hall, UC-E (all-you-can-eat scrambled eggs, bacon,
sausage, biscuits and gravy, mixed fresh fruit salad, homemade danish, juice and coffee)
HOMECOMING REGISTRATION continues in Miner Lounge, UC-E (registration moves to
Bullman Multi-Purpose Building at 11)
Order of the Golden Shillelagh Hospitality Table , Miner Lounge, UC-E
Section L eaders Meeting, Mark Twain Room, UC-E
Order of the Golden Shillelagh Executive Committee meeting, Castleman Hall
HOMECOMING U continues
Back to the Future: Sit in on an Engineering Class of the 21st Century
(admission requires membership in the School of Engineering Dean 's Club)
UMR Bookstore open for alumni and visitors
Admissions Ambassadors Workshop, Mark Twain Room, UC-E
Career Ambassadors Workshop, Meramec Room , U

Lounge to register,
please register at
your fratern ity or
sorority so we 'll
kn ow you were
here.

(Schedule of Events continued on the next

a member of stubent council?
Come to the Student Coun cil Alumni Reception on Friday , Oct. 10, from 4-6 :30 p .m. in
the Carver-Turner Room , First Floor, University Center-East. " V isit with current Student
Council m emb ers as well as you r fe llow S TU C O alumni , and see what STUCO 's up to
these days.

~cbebule

lLiberal

~rt5 ~and

The Career Opportunities Center is
sponsoring the fourth Liberal Arts Panel
on Thursday, Oct. 9 , at 12:30 p.m. in the
Humanities-Social Sciences Building.
Panelists will discuss their job searches
and careers. Everyone is invited to attend.
Any UMR liberal arts graduate wanting to
be a panelist, he/she should notify Marcia
Ridley ,
career
advisor,
Career
Opportunities Center at 573-341-4229 or
e-mail at mridley@umr.edu.

of (tEbentg continue b...

10-noon
Chemistry Brunch
10:30-11:30 a.m.
OPEN HOUSE at the Chancellor's Residence, hosted by Chancellor and Mrs. John T Park
11:30 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. FIELDHOUSE FEED REUNION "FAMILY PICNIC" LUNCHEON for all alumni, family and
friends, Gale Bullman Multi-Purpose Building. (Charcoal-grilled hamburgers and hot dogs,
pasta salad, potato chips, fresh fruit, chocolate coke, lemonade, iced tea, coffee.) Jugglers,
clowns, balloon animals, face painting and other family activities, so bring the kids! Features
reserved seating for the reunion classes of 1946 and before, 1947, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1967,
1972, 1977, 1982 1987, 1992, and 1997.
CLASS PICTURES WILL BE TAKEN AT 12:15 P.M.
1:30 p.m.
Football Kickoff · MINERS VS. NORTHWEST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY BEAR CATS,
Jackling Field
4-5:30 p.m .
Multicultural Student/Alumni Reception, sponsored by MESP (Minority Educational Support
Program). Come interact with representatives of today's diverse student body and get
the scoop on UMR 's new Multicultural Center!
4:30-530 p.m.
Miner Music Section meeting, 138 Castleman Hall
6:15p.m.
CASH BAR RECEPTION, Miner Lounge, UC-E
7-9 p.m.
AWARDS BANQUET, Centennial Hall, UC-E (spinach salad with poppy seed dressing,
chicken Marsala, white/wild rice, green beans almandine, rolls, white chocolate mousse) ,
followed by the MSM-UMR Alumni Association An nual Meeting
7 p.m.
Epsilon Psi Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Miss Black & Gold Pageant,
Rolla lions Club, (selection of Miss Epsilon Psi)

~unbap,
8- 10:30 a.m.
Noon
1 p.m.

<1&ctober 12

FUN AND INFORMATION PROVIDED BY FACULTY, STAFF AND ALUMNI OF MSM-UMR

Number of Tickets
_ 1 . "'m::rabelS' tbrougb JLonbon blltb !.9on anb Jat <1&S'ter" (1-2 p.m. jfrlbap)
You won 't want to miss the exciting highlights of London as seen through the eyes of Don Oster, associate professor of history and political
science, and his wife, Pat. The Osters recently spent winter semester as part of th e Missouri London Program.
_ 2 . "l!)obl to !.9lagnoS'e <electrical jlolS'e JroblemS''' (jfrlbap afternoon)
Tom VanDoren , professor of electrical engineering. Dr. VanDoren has taught continuing education courses across th e country
for over 10 years and is nationally recognized for his contributions to electrical engineering.

'AMiner Indulger
'Best Westem Cc
Budgel Deluxe lor
'Days Inn, 341 -3i
'Drury Inn, 364-4t
'EconoLodge,34
Holiday Inn Expre!
" Howard Johnso
'Ramada Inn, 364
'Rustic Motel, 36t
'Weslern Inn Ifo~
' Wa0arerlnn,36t
" Zena'sMotel an

Other motels in th
'American Motor
" Comlort Inn St
'Interstate B~~
'Super8 Motel, 31'
Sooter Inn, 364-1

(/[ompetltionS' (9-10:30 a.m. ~aturbap)

Steel Bridge Building/Concrete Canoe, Civil Engineering Department. Come see what the students have been doing in civil engineering.

",ffilnlng <experienceS' In £Ifrlca" (2:30-3:30 p.m. jfrlbap)

John Wilson , chair and professor of mining engineering. Dr. Wilson will share 14 years of living and working in Africa through
his slide presentation of gold, diamond and coal minin g in Southern and West Africa.

_ 5 . "~urfS'

For your conveni
I1IOle lslall phone

The following are
Rolla Area Chamb

j!}omecoming

_4.

SUB, 212
R
(573)

lobgi

Order of the Golden Shillelagh Brunch, Carver-Turner Room, UC-E
Women's Soccer vs. Metropolitan State College Roadrunners, UMR Soccer Field
UMR Advisory Committee for African-American Recruitment and Retention meeting,
Missouri Room , UC-E

r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------,

_ 3 . ~tubent

The Slue
"Onci
available

, Indicates pOOl

mtp!! ~ake a trip tbrougb tbe 'OOlorlb 'OOllbe 'OOleb!" (2-3 p.m., 3:30-4:30 p.m. jfrlbap)

" Indicates indoo

Computer science department. Get your reservation in early for this "hands-on " approach to the World Wide Web. Space is limited
to 10 people for each of the one-hour sessions.

_6.

",ffianaglng f'lrtual ,Jrobuct !.gebelopment" (9-10:30 I1.m. ~aturbl1p)

Jim Sutton '78, '79 is manager of Educational Services with EDS Unigraphics in St. Louis. Are manufacturing companies gaining
the benefits from the billions of dollars each year that are spent on CAD/CAM/CAE/PDM technology? Is your company reducing
product deSign/manufacturing cycle times by as much as 50 percent? Some companies are ... and the potential comes from fa r
more than buying computer technology.
L _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ __________ _ _____ _ _________ _ _ _ _ _ _________ __ _ _ ___ _ _ _____ _ ____ _ _ _ __ __ _ __ __ _ _ _ ____

~ --

- - - ---- -

- -
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--------------------------------------~I

lis. John TPark
umni, family and
" and hat dogs
,offee.) Juggle~
the kidsl Fealur~
1957, 1962, 1967,

Tile utvlR SWim team will be haVing an alumni
weekend In conlunCtlOn with Homecoming
Information may be obtained by calling the athletiC
office at 15731 341-4175 Ask to speak With Mark Mullin
or Doug Grooms

j!}omecoming
'lC-~birt~

M.

SITY BEARCATS,

an~

abaiLable

EVENTS
# TICKETS
_ _ _ Silver & Gold Reunion Cocktail Buffet - $17/person

The Student Union Board will offer
"Once upon a time ... " t-shirts
available at Homecoming or contact

"ationa! SuPPOrt
lOdy and get

ed dressing,
colaie mousse},

Please make your reservations early, as some activities are limited. Fill out the form below and mail, FAX, or call in your
reservations by Sept. 15. You r tickets wi ll be ready for you to pick up at the registration desk when you arrive on campus.
- By mail: Enclose check lor charge card information), fold and tape edges.
- By FAX: 573-341-6091, 24 hou rs a day - be sure to include your credit card information .
- By phone: 573-341-4145, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Monday-Friday. Have your credit card handy.

_ _ _ "Once upon a time ... " Dance - NO CHARGE, but ticket required for admission
_ _ _

SUB , 212 UCW, 1870 Miner Circle,
Rolla, MO 65409.
(573) 341 -4220, or e-mail
strouse@umr.edu

All-Alumni Breakfast Buffet - $7/person, age 7-12 $3.50, under age 7 free

_ _ _ Fieldhouse Feed Reunion "Family Picnic" Luncheon - $10/person, age 7·12 $5,
under age 7 free. Reunion class photos will be taken at this event!
_ _ _ Miners vs. Northwest Missouri State University Bearcats - $5/person,
under age 7 free

I

Field
meeting.

lobging

_ _ _ Awards Banquet for the presentation of Alumni Achievement, Merit and Service
Awards; Distinguished Young Alumnus Awards; Honorary Life Membership;
Frank H. Mackaman Alumni Volunteer Service Award; Outstanding Student
Advisor Awards; Outstanding Staff Member Awards; Alumni Excellence
in Teaching Award - $18/person

For your convenience, we have compiled a list of local
motels lall phone numbers are area code 573).
The following are members of the
Rolla Area Chamber of Commerce:

•

• II I .

gineering.

_ _ _ Tickets for ALL events - $53.50/person 1$24.25 for Golden Alumni !)
Golden Alumni Ithose who graduated 50 or more years ago) receive a 50 percent discount on all tickets except football,
which are compl imentary from the athletic department.

'A Miner Indulgence Bed & Breakfast, 364-0680
'Best Western Coach light Inn, 341-2511 1800-528-1234)
Budget Deluxe Inn, 364-4488
'Days Inn, 341 -3700
'Drury Inn, 364-4000 1800-325-8300)
'EconoLodge, 341 -3130 1800-446-6900)
Holiday Inn Express, 364-8200
"Howard Johnson Lodge, 364-7111 1800-446-4656)
'Ramada Inn, 364-7977
'Rustic Motel, 364-6943 1800-458-9279)
'Western Inn Iformerly TraveLodge), 341-3050
'Wayfarer Inn, 364-3333
"Zeno's Motel and Steak House, 364-1301

Name #1 ____ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ __ _ _ __
Name #2 _ _______________________________________________________
Address; __________________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP_______ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ __ __ _ _ _ __ __
Home Phone'____ _ _ __ _ __

WorkPhone _ __________________________

Class Year_ _ _ ______ Discipline_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _______ _

Other motels in the Rolla area are the following:
'American Motor Inn, 341-2555
"Comfort Inn, St. James, 265-5005
'Interstate Bestway Inn, 341 ·2158
'Super 8 Motel, 364-4156
Sooter Inn, 364-1333

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO MSM·UMR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Check enclosed in the amount of _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ __
Please charge to my credit card: ___ _ _ ___ Visa

________ Mastercard

Card number_ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Expiration date,__________
, Indicates pool
" Indicates indoor pool

Name as printed on card_ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __

p)

lited

ing

lr

I"

jfuture

Signature'_ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __

1!}omecomtng

jBate~
1998 - QDctobcr 2-3
1999 - ectobcr 1-2
2000 - ectobcr 6-7

- Don't forget to check at the registration desk in the Miner Lounge IUniversity Center-East, second floor) for late entries
into the schedule of eventsI
- For assistance with Homecoming reservations for meals, football game or short courses, please call or write: Alumni
Office, Castleman Hall, 1870 Miner Circle, Rolla, MO 65409-0650. Information number: 573-341-4145. FAX number:
: 573-341-6091 . Electronic mail: alumni@umr.edu
I
I
I
I

L _________________________________________________________________ _
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Academy of Chemical Engineers
honors alumnus posthumously

UMR recently honored a Phillips Petroleum Co. inventor. the late Robert Banks '44, with
posthumous membership in the Academy of Chemical Engineers. Above, Mildred Banks accepts the
honor fo r her husband, who died Jan. 3,1989. Making the p resentation are Douglas Ludlow, third
fro m left, chair of the UMR chemical engineering department; Risdon Hankinson, ChE '60,
MSChE '62, senior scientist, Corporate Engineering, also an academy member; and Max McDaniel,
fa r right, senior scientist, Phillips R&D. Th e academy recognizes UMR graduates who ha ve made
outstanding contributions to the chemical engineering profession. In 1952, Bob Banks and Paul
Hogan invented the process f or making high-density polyethylene, now the world's most widely used
plastic. In 1959, Banks' discovelY of catalytic disproportionation opened the door fo r the production
of polypropylene, another maj or plastic and a valuable Phillips technology.

Douglas Ludlow, chair of the chemical engineering department, and Connie Eggert, UMR director
of development, visit with UMR chemical engineerin g alumni at Phillips Petroleum Co. in
Bartlesville, Okla. From lef t are R. W "Hank " Hankinson, ChE'60, MSChE '62, Ludlow, Bob Pahl
'ChE'68, MSChE'70, PhDChE'74, Dennis Glascock, ChE '79, Steve Bridges, ChE '74, and Eggert.

Excel announces
second annual
leadership series
The Excel Leadership Academy and the
Corporate Development Council announce
the kickoff event of the 1997-1998 Annual
Excel Professional Leadership Series
(EPLS) with a leadership banquet on
Thursday, Oct. 9, 1997.
The banquet will be the first event in
this second year's series of presentations by
distinguished alumni and other leaders in
engineering and science. These leaders will
share their insights with UMR 's current and
prospective leaders. Student guests at the
banquet will dine with prospective
employers and corporate leaders to learn
firsthand about leadership needs and
practices in today 's engineering and
scientific workplaces.
Last year, Robert Garvey MetE'61,
CEO of Birmingham Steel, was th e
keynote speaker for the inaugural banquet.
He spoke on "Changing Leadership Focus
in the '90s and Into the Next Century."
Other speakers during th e first EPLS
season included Michael May, CSci '85,
CEO of Empower, Inc. a Kansas City
software and training firm; Jerry Plunkett
CerE'S, MSCerE '54, world class inventor
and entrepreneur; Randy Dobbs from
General ElectriC; and Dave Bowman from
Caterpillar. Dobbs and Bowman were
brought to campus by alumnus Dan
Klenke, ME'75, of General Electric and
Mike Simmons, Met'64, of Caterpillar.
The keynote speaker for this year will be
announced in the next issue of MSM-UMR
Alumnus.
The Excel Leadership Academy offers
extensive
leadership
training
and
experience to more than 100 students each
year through the Excel Center for
Leadership and Communication Studies.
Housed in the College of Arts and
Sciences, the Excel Center is best known
for its collaborative learning workshops,
which are voluntarily attended by over 500
students each semester as academic
and
a
team-building
enrichment
experience for th eir most challenging
classes.
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Twenties

1949
1942

1928
E. F. Thatcher, ME: "I am now 90
years otd! "

Thirties
1932
Carl A. Elsea, EE: "I am past 92
years old and in good health. "

1933
Ellen
W.
Doll, Phys:
"Still
entertaining churches, clubs and
schools with my Swiss 'cowbells. '
Keep active in church and
community. Hoping to return to
1997 or 1998 spring graduation . Out
of a record-breaking three women,
four-year graduates in 1933 (there
were 20 to 25 total women on
campus), I am the only one left of the
three. Perhaps my son, Warwick W.
Doll, ChE '65, will be able to come
with me. "

1935
Donnell W. Dutton, ME: "We have
moved to Gig Harbor, Wash., and
are beginning to settle in. Today we
had the second snow of 1996. Very
unusual , they say. Welcome to the
Pacific Northwest. "

Forties
1940
George E. Fort, MinE: "MSM was
the toughest four years of life,
including flying against Japan in
World War II in a B-29. I was born
and raised in Rolla and proud of it. "
• Edgar S . Mill er, CE: "In early
December, Peg and I had a great
two-week tour of Italy. I wonder
could we build a similar 'coliseum '
today? " • Paul F. Ross, ME: "After
putting six kids through college
without financial help, things are still
a little tight. "

1941
Bena K. Jaffe, wife of Nathan D.
Jaffe, MetE '41 , is the author of "Fun
With Foreign Words," a series of
books covering foreign language
contributions to English. She is a
lecturer and author of four books that
reflect the influence of many
languages on English. " • William J.
Kilgour, GGph: "Still active and
enjoying life to the fullest. Both my
wife and I are enjoying good health
and beginning to look forward to year
2000. "

Summer 1997

John C. Austin , ME: "Still enjoying
retirement. " • Robert M. Brackbill ,
MinE: "All is well! " • Harry W.
Buckner, ME: "Celebrating my 21st
year of retirement. 1996 has been a
big year: re-elected in November to
a four-year term as a director of
Helix Water District, reappOinted in
July to a six-year term as a director
of the San Diego County Water
Authority and re-elected in Mayas
president of the ACWA - Joint
Powers Insurance Agency to a threeyear term. " • C.E. Zani e, EE:
"Bridge games are our main
pastimes unless you consider raising
marigolds,
impatiens,
roses,
periwinkles and gladiolas a pastime.
Florida is a great state; Missouri is
also. "

Gordon L. Carpenter, ME: "Still
doing some consulting and revising
my college textbook, 'Etectronic
Design ,' for its next revision. We are
also doing a lot of vacationing as
long as our health holds out. " • A.
D. Fentzke, CerE: "Suffered heart
attack Oct. 18, but now better.
Holding out for 50th in 1999. " •
Charles A. Peek, GGph: ''I'm still
active as a geological consultant in
the oil and gas industry. Primarily as
a well site geologist. " • John E.
Stein, PetE: "Dorothy and I have
several tours lined up for 1997 as we
continue our quest to see the
world. " • David G. Wisdom , CE:
"We
are
sorry
we
missed
homecoming last October, but hope
we can attend next year. "

1943
H. William Flood, ChE: "I've
retired, and am now emeritus
associate professor. Appointed to
Board
of
Registration
for
Professional Engineers and Land
Surveyors, treasurer of Acton
Historical SOCiety, secretary in
Membership Growth Committee of
St. Matthews UMC. Just celebrated
golden wedding anniversary. "

1944
James D. Gostin , ME: "Theda and
I retired from our own bUSiness, J.G.
Sales Co., in May 1989. At this time
I was invited to join a one-man
operation, Lantec Products Inc.,
owned by Dr. K.c. Lang. We are
involved in the environmental
industry and my work load was to be
two to three days per week. We are
now a worldwide operation with nine
employees, including five graduate
engineers. My work load is five days
a week and 60 hours per week. I
truly enjoy my retirement. "

1947
Gle nn H. Fritz, ME: "In Spokane,
Wash. , we have just experienced the
worst ice storm in memory. The
whole area was without power for up
to two weeks. We lucked out being
down only two days."

1948
Wilb ert F. Stoecker, ME: "Retired
from the University of Illinois but
instructing in a continuing education
program and working on an
industrial refrigeration handbook for
McGraw-Hill . Playing piano in a
Dixieland band. "

Fifties
1950
Delmar W. Breuer, CE: "Staying
busy writing family history. " • Roy T.
Clayton,
PetE:
"Hope
your
dogwood blossoms turn out this year
as they did in 1995. I'll be there to
see them. " • Carl E. Etz Jr. , ME: "I
am now retired and enjoying life in
Southern California." • Aaron J .
Greenberg, CE, received the
Professional Recognition Award
from the St. Louis section of the
American Society of Civil Engineers
in September 1996 .• Joseph E.
Hallemann, EE: "While W. D .
Humphrey, MinE '50, was in the
area this summer visiting his
daughter, he gave me a call and we
met for lunch . We had been
roommates in 'G ' Dorm and had not
seen each other since graduation in
June 1950. It was a distinct pleasure
to share career experiences and
relive old times. " • Paul A. Haas,
ChE: "Since retiring from Oak Ridge
National Laboratory, I have been
working about 2/3 time as a
consuttant. Enjoy more travel,
tennis, duplicate bridge and family
also. " • Vernon S. Severtson, MinE:
"Have been retired for 10 years.
Enjoying it to the fullest with ample
time for golf and bridge." • Roy R.
Shourd, PetE: "No new news. I'm
retired and enjoy fishing and
hunting. I still collect and repair
antique clocks. Golf weak, but still
working at it - spend a lot of time at
our Galveston home." • R. E.
Starke, ME: "Still enjoying work at
Aurora Pump after 46 years; maybe
it's about time to start thinking about
retirement now that I'm past 70. " •

William Weinstein, CE "I retired
May 1995 from the ConSUlting
Engineers of Ontario (Association)
where I served as executive director
for 11 years. My wife and I are
enjoying my retirement. I play golf
four times per week, read fo r blind
university students, am active in the
Foundation
for
International
Training, Professional Engineers of
Ontario and Sunford Fleming
Foundation, enhanCing university
education. "

1951
Gilbert L. Crowell, CE: "Planned to
attend 40th anniversary in 1991 but
plans didn 't jell; may try 50th in
2001. Retired now, but worked on
F-A and space capsule for MAC ; the
moon launch booster for NASA; and
was chief of bUilding inspection for
the City of Vista. Also worked on the
Tomahawk
production
facility
expansion for GO/C. " . David E.
Glenn , ME: "Thanks for a great
homecoming. We had a great time."
• William S . Harper, ChE: "We just
got back from a five-week tour of
eight countries in South America. It
was a dream vacation come true." •
John A. Hirner, EE: "I have always
treasured my EE education through
the years. I am currently in a finance
organization, but find I attack a
problem like it is an engineering
problem." • Cyril M. Kinane, MinE:
"We relocated ourselves and
business to Salt Lake City, Utah ,
three years ago and we found this
place is one of the best kept secrets
of great living and business
opportunities for Jo and me. " • The
wife of Donald J. Witzl, ME, writes,
"Don sustained a stroke in
November 1994 and resides in a
nursing home in Chicago. We still
maintain our home in Dayton, Ohio,
at least for a while longer. He is
paratyzed on his left side (arm and
leg) and uses a wheelchair. Our
daughter and family reside in the
area and are a great help to us."

1952
Thomas S . Abernathy, CE: "Just
retired from full-time work with HBE
Corp. Doing consulting work on
part-time basis. Enjoying rest of time
with famity and friends. " • James R.
Borberg, CE , planned to retire on
March 1. "Jayne and I plan to stay in
our home in Virginia Beach." •
Wayne D. Jackson, GGph: "We
need more MSM graduates in the
Denver area to counter-balance th e
preponderance of CSM (Colorado
School of Mines ) graduates. " •
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George MacZura , CerE, celebra ted
his retirement a fte r 44-plus years with
Alcoa with m ore than 60 friends a nd
family a t the Hye holde Resta urant.
roommate, Samuel
His MSM
Schn e ider, CerE '52, who just
re tired from th e Natio na l Institute
of Standards a nd Technology,
Gaithersburg, Md., participated in the
celebration.

1953
Edward L. Cream er, Chem, planned
to retire from Shell Oil Co. on March
3 1, 1997, after 4 1 years of service.
"Plan to remain in Houston. "

1954
Wayne M. Aceto, ME, planned to
retire Jan. 1, 1997. "Peggy and I are
looking fOlWard to an active and welltraveled lifestyle ." • Jack B . Dowell ,
ME: "Retired in 1993. Have enjoyed
traveling in Unite d States and
Canada in motor home . Have
a lso started riding motorcycles.
Retirement is wonderfu l as long as
money and health hold out."

1955
John L. McClinton , CerE: "I have
retired after 39 years with the Burns
& Russell Co. Am still acting as
consu ltant to producers of glazed
block. "

help us prosper. Last dog died this
year. " • James B. Lore nz , CE: "As
of June 1996, I completed my 40th
year o f service with Black & Veatch. "

Bruce R. Doe, GGph : "I took
discontinued service re tirement fro m
the U.S . Geological Survey on Oct.
15, 1995. Since then I have had four
scientific papers publish ed with
a nother in pre paratio n on the
geochemistry of oceanic volcanic
rocks." • Wendell L. Haubein , CerE:
"Retired in October 1996 as senior
pastor of Trinity Luth eran in Salina ,
Kan. Retire d a lso from AerojetGeneral. Living in Bo livar, Mo. "

1957
Sa lvatore J . DiBartolo , ME : "I
retired in 1991 after 34 years with
GE. My wife, Shirley, and I have o ne
son, Tom, w ho graduated fro m Texas
A&M. We are curre ntly living in
Fairfax County, Virginia . We are
looking fOlWard to visitin g Rolla for
my 40th class reunion. " • Frederick
J . Dietrich , EE: "Wife, Pat, a nd I had
a marve lous vacation in Ire la nd ,
Finland , Estonia a nd London last
June. We continue to be blesse d with
good health . We have seven
grandkids with number eight on the
way. Work and consulting continue to

~
~

1958
Gerald W. Allmo n, CerE: "I a m
regional quality manager for the
Texas-Oklahoma-Tennessee region of
Board Bricks Inc. with plants in
He nderson a nd Marsha ll , Texas;
Muskogee, Okla. , and Gleason ,
Tenn ." • Earl E . Anspach , EE:
"Been retired for two years now,
playing lots of golf (not improving),
but I love it. " • George E. Franke,
CE: "Retired a fter 38 years o f service
from the Kentucky Department of
Tra nsportation on June 30, 1996. " •
Dal e W. Harris , ChE, MS NucE'59:
"I have just retired after 3 4 years from
NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center
in Greenbelt, Md. I have take n a job
with SGT Inc., a sma ll business
working in the field of technology
development
and
program
management. " • Eugene R . Russell
Sr. , CE: "Our 18th grandchild was
born on Nov. 16, 1996, and four
other daug hters are pregnant, so
family production is still good. " •
Robert E. Spratt, Ph ys: "I'm
'vegetating' o n my Ozark farm ,
looking fOlWard to 1998 and the 40th
reunion o f our class. "

1959
1956

~

Gerald A. Bramon Jr. , CE: "Retire d
from P rofessional Engineers and
Contractors as part owner a nd vice
preside nt. Enjoying traveling and
helping son build houses." • J . David
Godsy , CE: "Working o n active rack
isolation syste m using e lectronics to
sense and actua tors to compensate
for vibration on the space station to
give more near true microgravity." •
Va lgene E . Hart , ME, plann ed to
retire in Apri l 1997 after 38-plus
years with th e Los Alamos National
Laboratories. He writes, "Have one
son and one daug hter in New Mexico
a nd a daughte r in North Dakota , all
graduated from NMSU in Las
Cruces, N.M. "

Sixties
1960
Will iam A. Anderson , CE, has
moved . His new address is 405 S.
Cherry St. , Bowie, Texas 76230, and
number is 8 17-872-5699 . • Anthony
P. Andreatta , ME: "Afte r 37-plus
years with General Moto rs , I p lan to
retire in th e spring of 1997! " •
Gordon R . Hyatt, CE: "Re tired from

~
~
~
~
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Kl epper, Hah n , & H yatt Consulting
Engineers, where I was president for
last 10 years and worked for 30
years. Will continue to provide
consulting with KHH on limited basis.
Will
b e spending winters in
Englewood, Fla. , out of the Syracuse,
N.Y. weather. " • John L. McDaniels,
Phys. : "Retired in Jun e 1996 fro m
Lewis and Clark Community College
in Godfrey, 111. Was with LCCC since
1975. Retired as professor and
engineering transfer coordinator.
Taught mathe m atics. " • Albert J .
Moe lle nbeck Jr. , CE: "Active retireme nt in Wilderness Gate area of
Santa Fe, N.M. Enjoying ranching,
horseback riding, hunting and fis hing.
Phone 505-983-4709 ." · Thomas A.
Seufert, Phys.: "All our kids have
flown th e nest. Moving to gold rush
country, but no mine on property. " •
Robert M. White , NO: "Retired on
Jan. 1 to concen trate on honing my
shuffleboard skills to a fin e e dge! "

re-elected to her third term as state
representative of (Missouri) District
14." • Paul N . Shy, ME: "In
November I open ed th e Smith ville
(Mo. ) branch of Citizens Bank and
Trust." • Lowell E. Tripp , ME: "I am
in a new position as director of the
engi neering and analysis division at
the
Department
of
Energy 's
Savannah River Office as a result of
reorganization. "

Wayn e C. Horton, GGph , MS
GGph'62:
"After
being
an
independent geologist for four years
in Houston , Texas, I was able to join
a 65-year-o ld company in Tyle r,
Texas, as c hief geologist. Ann and I
really like Tyler a nd I rea lly like my
work at Lake Ronel Oil Co." • David
M. Le wis , ME, MS ME'6 4 : "Retired
from Conoco Inc. after 29 years and
joined EPCON Inc. as the vice
president. I directly manage the
Dallas, Texas, division of EPCON
Constructors, whose main business is
in north centra l Texas. We are a n
EPC company which operates
do m estically a nd internationa lly. " •
Richard M. Moelle r, ME : "I have
retired to Georgia bu t have opened
two consulting firms for companies
interested in expa nding to Pacific Rim
co untries.
Also
have
become
included in opening two restaura nts
in Florida ." • Donald A. Ostmann ,
ME: "Wife, C in dy, in November was
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1962
Joe F. Fouraker , CE: "I have
enjoyed a lo ng career as a pilot for
Northwest Airlines. As of April 15 ,
1997, I'll be retiring and starting a
new career. Not sure w hat yet. "

1963
Arvinkumar M. Shah , ME: "I am a
group leader of a structural analysis
group at Case Corp. "

1964
1961

AI&ed J. Thi,e
MS EMgt'72: I
years working

Larry L. Parkinson , MetE: "We are
building a new zinc recycling plant in
Coldwater, Mich . The existing plant in
Adrian, Mich., will be relocated to the
Coldwater plant in the s um mer of
1997." • Robert D. Range, EE: "I
spent 22 years with Sch lumberger in
oil well services, and the past 10
years I have bee n designing and
manufacturing automated recycling
equipment for use at grocery stores. "
• Alan E. Stricker, CerE: "I continue
to operate my business, 'The Nickel
Trader,' which I founded in 1984. My
wife a nd I reside in McMurphy, Pa. "

1965
William J . Price, C hE: "Recently
returned
to Texas from
two
assignments in China. Was in Tianjin
a n d Jilin , China , proViding sta rt-up
supervisors for Union Carbide 's
Unipol polyethylen e process lice nsed to the Chinese. Living in
China was very interesting. Wife
Zalora and I enjoyed it very much." •
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Alfred J . Th iede , CE , MS CE '72 ,
MS EMgt '72: "After more than 5 1/2
years working as vice president of
engineering with the Los Angeles
County
Metro
Transportation
Agency and its predecessors ,
recently moved to San Francisco to
take on new challenges with the
Luster Group. " • James E. Shelby
Jr. , CerE, MS CerE '66 , PhD
CerE '68: "Recently published my
second book, a textbook entitled
'Introduction to Glass Science and
Technology. ' Still a professor at the
New York State College of Ceramics
at Alfred University, " • Lee B. Van
Ramshorst , ME , spent 31 years
and
working
for
exploration
production companies in the oil and
gas industry, ending with being
senior vice president of business
development for Plains Petroleum
Co. , which was merged in 1995 with
Barrett Resources Corp, He is now a
consultant for Digital Media Group,
does
computer-based
which
interactive multimedia presentations
for businesses.

1966
David E. Bartine, MS NucE, PhD
NucE '7l: "Retired from Oak Ridge
National Laboratory on Dec. 31 ,
1994, Currently senior consultant for
M4 Environmental , Oak Ridge ,
Tenn, " • James P. Dycus , ME:
"New title is manager of engineering
projects at AlliedSignal Inc, " •
Harold A. Glenn , Math: "My older
son recently completed his Ph,D. in
physics
(high
energy)
from
University of California at Davis. He
gathered data for his thesis while at
Fermi Lab near Chicago, " • James
A. Huddleston , Math: "Retired
March 31 , 1996, from IBM at the
AS/400 division in Rochester, Minn. ,
after 30 years of service. My wife ,
Judy, and I will continue to reside in
the Oronoco township north of
Rochester. We have been traveling
and enjoying our three-year-old
grandson , Nicholas, " • Frederick
B.
Rudolph,
ChE,
co edited "Biotechnology: SCience,
Engineering and Ethical Challenges
for the 21st Century, " It is the
publication of a conference held at
Rice University. The conference was
held in 1994 and the book was
published in 1996. • Gary M.
Turner, CE, MS CE '72: ''Took early
retirement from the U.S . Army
Aviation Troop Command in
September 1996, Joined Ackerman
Inc. Architecture + in Clayton , Mo.,
as vice president, profeSSional

Summer 1997

services, Began duties in September
1996 in Army reserves as assistant
chief of staff, engineer, 416th
engineer command
(Lt.
Col.
USAR) "

Group, He and his Wife, Jean , will
continue to live on their four-acre
mini-estate in St. LOUiS , where they
enjoy gardening, bowling and
communicating with others around
the country via amateur radio,

1967
Barbara Altman , Phys: "After 20
years , I am no longer with Digital
Equipment. I now work for EDS ,
supporting DEC net and OSI
L
applications, "
R ichard
Burkhalter, ChE: "In September
1996, I completed my first year in
business
for
myself.
Started
Covenant Engineering Services Inc.
in September 1995. Retired as
colonel from U,S . Army National
Guard with over 27 years service, " •
Michael
R.
Foresman , ME:
"Matthew graduated from UMR in
1996 with a BS in geological
engineering. Aaron graduated from
Georgia Tech in 1996 with BS in
mechanical engineering. " • Gary F.
Harris, CE: "In 1995, I was
promoted to corporate associate
with Parkhill Smith & Cooper Inc, I
work out of the Midland , Texas,
branch office, We had our 10th
grandchild in April 1996. " • Paul G.
Marlin , CSci: "Now that I'm retired
I' m making more use of my
experiences with the UMR band,
dance band and madrigal singers,
I'm a member of the Qunicy (111.)
Community Band, Quincy Park
Band, church chOir, and Quincy
Symphony Chorus , which
is
preparing for a European tour this
summer. I'm also a member of the
Quincy Civic Music ASSOCiation ,
which presents a series of world class
concerts each year. The only
application of computer science I'm
currently using is creating and
maintaining Quincy Civic Music
web
site
at
Association 's
HTTP: //homepage,rnet.com/marlin/
cma.htm." • Gary F. Sievert, ME:
"Recently promoted at Hydro Chem
Industrial Services to vice preSident,
technical and operations support.
Responsible
for
engineering,
manufacturing , technical service,
special services and R&D."

1968
Lon ny L Ludwig, CE, MS EMgt'70:
"I have been promoted to the
position of vice president and plant
manager of Big River Zinc Corp," •
Roger H. Volk, EE , accepted early
retirement from Monsanto Co, after
28 years and now works as an
electronic document management
consultant with The Gateway

1969
Thomas H. Bell, ChE: "Promoted
to
general
manager-nitrogen
production and distribution with
plants in East Dubuque , Ill. , and
Cincinnati, Ohio , producing nitrogen
fertilizers and related products,
Expect son , Tom , to graduate in
in
mining
spring
with
BS
engineering. " • Charles E. Fechter,
ME, MS EMch '74: I have moved to
2 Cheval Court, Florissant, MO
63031-8605, I have worked at
McDonnell Douglas in St. Louis
since graduation. I am currently a
senior principal engineer in the
materials and processes engineering
department. My son, Jim , graduated
UMR with a BS in chemical
engin eering in 1992, He is working
for Titan Wheel International in
Quincy, Ill. , as an environmental
engineer. " • Charles W. Foster, CE ,
MS CE '70: "Empty nest time,
working for Fort Myer, Va" as
operations and maintenance division
chief for directorate of public works.
Keeping very busy after retiring from
the Army. " • Andreas K. Goroch ,
MS Phys, PhD Phys '73 'Tm busy
conducting
research
in
main
boundary layer/physics, especially in
characterizing aerosols, The work
has taken me to some interesting
places including the Adriatic Sea , the
Arabian Gulf and the Sea of Japan.
Hardly what I had expected as
graduate student. " • Theodore W.
Holland, GGph: "My wife , Jean ,
and I had a good summer traveling
with our fifth wheel to the Northeast
coast. Jean will retire from the Boise
School system this spring , and we
will do more traveling. I still do some
consulting (environmental geology ,
site assessments, foundation studies ,
etc. , but don 't let it interfere with my
traveling), One finds that in some
fields gray (or in my case , pink) hair
is useful. All ex-USGS field
personnel should be issued a
migratory bird stamp , as the urge to
travel never seems to go away. A
wonderful 1997 to all of you, " •
Donald B . Lambert, EMgt: "I have
just completed 25 years with Fisher
Controls (now Fisher-Rosemount)
and have returned for a second
assignment to Saudi Arabia where I
am a business director, Middle

East/Africa. " • Charles G . Marvin ,
MS EMgt, and his wife , Sandy,
donated a John F McMahon
commemorative
plate
to
the
American
Ceramic
Society 's
Ceramic Museum in celebration of
Alfred University 's 150th year in
1986, Charles is executive vice
president of The Refractories
Institute, Pittsburgh , Pa. " • David L
Mings, ChE: "I retired from DuPont
in March 1995 after 25 years as an
engineer. Since then I have been
employed by Nursing Homes as
director of environmental services."
• Gary L Stripling, ME: "New
ownership of company brings new
opportunities as an engineering
manager for Raytheon E-Systems
(previously Chrysler Technologies),
Looking for record year in 1997." •
Alvin D. Wansing, CE: "Two major
events occurred during 1996. I was
named one of the top 10 public
works leaders for 1996 by APWA
and our daughter was married in
August. All in all, a great year. "

Seventies
1970
David D. Beardsley, CE: "I recently
celebrated my 25th anniversary of
work for Sverdrup Corp, as a bridge
Stephen
D.
engIneer.
Bohnemeyer, EE: "Marge and I are
still in Chico , Calif. I am now the
manufacturing engineer for 3M
Controlled Impedance Assemblies, "
• John M. Boyer, ChE: "Our oldest
daughter graduated in May from
Southeast Missouri State University
and is enrolled in graduate school at
the University of Missouri-St. Louis,
Our second daughter is in her third
year of college at Mizzou, " • Larry J .
Dean, EE: "I have been working as
a support engineer at the FBI in
Washington , D,C. I am aSSisting the
software integration team on the
new
automated
finger
print
identification system - lAFIS, We are
installing it in a series of increments.
I have been a coordinator for the first
two increments , and plan to
complete my job with two of the last
four increments. My son , Matt, is in
his second year of college in Florida,
making excellent grades. UMR is a
great school and I have many good
memones.
Michael
A.
Finkelstein, EMgt: "Enjoying the
mountainous beauty and snowless
streets of southern Arizona, Working
in Mexico as purchasing director of a
large consumer goods firm is fast-

~~~~~~te~

paced and challenging. Now we are
settled and are starting to get
involved in local activities."
R ichard R. Hoes ly , AE : "Continue
to work for Tenn essee Va lley
Autho rity as engin eerin g manage r at
Bellefonte Nuclear Plants." • Stanley
R. Kistler , ChE , MS ChE '70 , PhD
ChE '73 , the d irector of so ftwa re
development a t Heat Transfer
Research Inc. in College Station,
Texas, has been named a Fellow of
th e Ame rican Institute of Chemical
Engin eers (A IChE ). He is an
authority o n computer methods in
th e design o f process heat exchanger
programs for practical engin eering
He has led the
a pp lications.
developme nt
of
sop histicated
programs fo r hea t tra nsfer a nd flu id
flow in single-phase, boiling and
condensing syste ms. He began his
career a t Heat Transfer Research Inc.
in 1973 . • Larry J. Oliver , CE, MS
C E'76, MS EMgt'83: "Still employed
by Sverdrup Corp. Will be 2 1 years
in February. Curre ntly working on a
program manage ment project for the
City o f Portla nd , Ore. Carole, I, a nd
th e kids - J eff, 16; S teve n, 13; and
Kari , 8 - are e njoying th e Pacific
Northwest."
Veo Peoples Jr .,
ChE, a founding
partn er in th e law
firm of Peoples &
Hale, has bee n
re-ap poin ted to a
three-year term
by th e Board o f
Governors of
Veo Peop les Jr .
the Federal Reserve System.
Dan iel J. Spell m a n , CE: "My wife,
Linda , received her degree in
respiratory th erapy in Jun e 1996,
a nd
I
a lso
completed
the
req uirements for a master's in public
adm inistration
th is
year.
Our
da ughter, Val , is working in
C incin na ti , and our son , Ti m , will
grad ua te from UMR in May 1997."

- 1------------------_______________________________________
and Environmental Geosciences at
Colorado School of Min es, Golden ,
as
research
associate
Colo. ,
professor as o f Jun e 1996. " •
R ic h a rd W. Eimer , EE, vice
president, Illin o is Power, was back
on campus for a n Excel Professional
Leadership seminar o n Jan . 29 ,
1997 . • Steve W. G rzyb Jr. , Phys:
"Received master 's degree in
counseling from Central Missouri
S tate in 1976. Received my Ph .D. in
higher an d adult education from
UM-Colu mbia in December 1995. "
• James H. J o nes , ChE: "1 have
been adapting to being a single
parent for two teen-age daughte rs ,
Erica a nd Lindsay , after my Wife ,
Marilyn , of 19 years, passed away
on Ju ne 30, 1995. " • Th omas E.
Kersch er , EMgt: " If anyone in the
class o f '7 1 or a ny o ther class wants
to look at setting up an IRA, Sep. , or
Keogh o r just talk about stocks in
general, call me at 1-800-484-9522
ext. 2136. " • G. Da n S mith , MS
Chern , PhD C he m '73 , is still the
progra m manager for technology
development in the Department of
Energy 's Office of Safeguards and
Security. He is still an official
with the U.S. counterterrorism
commu nity, a nd has recently been
elected chair of th e R&D Working
Gro up of the U.S. Security Policy
Board, und er the National Security
Council. " • Dennis E . Stanfield ,
MetE: "After 20 years plus 20 days
with SWLlHIM/Maxim , I have joined
Texaco as a senio r specia list in th eir
materials and corrosion tec hnology
group , Houston , Texas. Life is
good! " • J oh n R. Stuc ke r , MinE :
"My daughter, Colleen , is a
freshma n a t UMR , major ing in
me tall urgical e ngineering! Dr. Tien is
he r adviser! Best of luck to a ll o f
yo u l" • Georg e A. We bber , MinE,
MS Mi nE '75: "To all you young
grads: No matte r wh a t job you have ,
do it well!
Do th a t a t least for
yoursel f. Someone also may no tice. "

1971
David W. Bon durant , EE: "Curren tly
di rector
of
marke ting
and
a pplications at Enhanced Me mory
Systems, a specialty dyna mic RAM
company. " • Rog er D. C le mons ,
EMgt: "I feel as if I' ve gone the fu ll
circle. Afte r 26 years with the Factory
Mutual System and five transfers, I'm
headed back to St. Lo uis where I'll
continu e to serve as vice president
and operations e ngineering manager
for Allendale Mutua l Insura nce. " •
Farrokh Djaha ng uiri , MS MinE : "I
have jo ined the Institute of Resources

1972
Lloyd A. Alinder , ME : " I am
e mployed by McDonne ll Douglas as
a p rincipal specialist - production
methods e ngin eerin g. My Wife,
Bon nie, and I live in St. C harles and
have two childre n, Kyle, 8, a nd
Mon ica , 6. " • J uan A. Benitez, ME :
"I was recently appointed presiden t
and COO of Data-Disk Tech no logy,
compan y
that
develo ps,
a
manufactures and markets personal
information devices as digital
memory sto rage syste ms. " • Wyatt

M. Dunn , EMgt: "Joined Unisys in
November 1995 , as manager in
information services group.
Robe rt
L.
Holliday ,
Math:
"Appo inted chair o f math e matics
and computer science department of
Lake Forest College (Lake Forest,
III.) effecti ve August 1996. "
Santiago J . Ibarra , MetE : "I have
been transferred to the Amoco Corp.
and
Wold wide
Engineering
Constructio n Group near th e
Joh nson Space Ce nte r in Ho usto n,
Texas. Co ntinuing to work in
technical serv ices to our business
units as related to metall urgical and
weld ing activities. In 1996 I was
elected one of 10 fe llows of the
American Welding Society and
installed at the AWS a nnual meeting
in Chicago." • J a m es L. Ric hards ,
MS Math , PhD CSci'76: "I will
become chairman of the de partment
of math e matics and computer
science at Be midji State University
(Minn .) in fa ll 1997." • Randa ll O.
Tho mure , ME: "R. Thomure and
Associates has, since 1994, proVided
rail asset management services and
financial consulting for railroads. Our
services
include
appraisals,
inspections a nd maintenance for
casting. "

1973
Ron a ld G . E lkins , EMch , has been
promoted to general manager,
Engi neering Services Division (ESD)
and program director, Goddard
Systems Engineering, Integration
and Management Support Services
(SEIMSS) with McDon ne ll Douglas.
• David T. Hearst , EMgt, MS
EM gt'74: "Sharon a nd I a re still
mates after 28 yea rs together! We
are building o ur retirement home on
a 170-acre fa rm near Herman n, Mo.
(573-237 -2997) . I re tired (whe n I
was 49 years o ld) on Dec. 3 1, 1996.
In J an uary 1997, after 25-plus years
in corporate li fe , I started my own
busin ess, Hearst Group, specializing
in custo mer satisfaction , new
product develo pme nt, incentive
compe nsa tio n plans, asset-based
manageme nt and venture capita l
activities. " • Ric h ard D . Mursch ,
GeoE: "I am now in business for
m yself, doing geotechnica l and
env iro nme ntal consulting from my
ho use o ffice. I should have do ne this
years ago - it 's great!" • Frede ric k
H . Ra mbow , MS Phys , PhD
Phys'76 , and his fa mily reside at
5526 Darne ll, Houston, Texas. He is
a se nior sta ff resea rch physicist with
Shell Explo ration a nd Production

Tech nology Co. (SEPTCo) where he
won
the
1997
SEPTCo
Achievem e nt Award . His Wife ,
Marilyn , recen tly bega n work as a
staff assistant at the biochemistry and
cell biology department of Rice
University. His two sons, Geo rge
and Olen , are stude n ts a t the high
school for th e performing a nd visual
arts in Ho uston . • Ri c hard G.
Scha fe rme yer , ChE, MS ChE '75:
"The FDA approved Procter &
Gamble 's O lestra fat substitute in
1996 , nin e years afte r the food
additive petition was fi elded. This
was persona lly a nd professionally
exciting for me since I have worked
on the project since 1988. Since
approval, my process development
organization has been quite busy
starting up a plant to supply test
markets of P&G 's Pringles a nd FritoLay 's Max chips. We 've also been
heavily involved in designing our
na tional
plant,
now
under
construction in Cincinnati. I first
became associated with Olestra in
1972 wh e n I was a summer intern
working at P&G after my junior year
at UMR. " • Maximilian , MS CE,
and Te rry A. Toch , Hist: "Our
children - Leo Jackson , Charles
Ma rshall , and Maria Co nstance just celebrated their first birthday this
month. We are truly blessed. " •
S cott B. Winfi eld , CSci: "Working
on next generation o f SONET
backbon e network ma nage me nt
application system a t MCL An xious
to see how MC IIBT merger turns
out. Still enjoyin g th e mountain
views in Colorado Springs. "

1974
J o hn A. Kinkead , Chern: "Am
currently academic coordinator fo r
senior high at risk de partment o f
Lebanon, Mo. , Public Schools. I also
teach two scie nce courses. " • S teven
W. Losie , GeoE: "Relocated to small
town life in the Southeast. Looking
forward to fi shing, seasons and
fri e ndlie r
fo lks.
Goodbye,
California. " • Timothy J . Mauntel,
CSci: "Within the past year I have
become a registered geologist and
profeSSio nal engineer in Missouri. " •
Mic h ae l J . Mill e r , AE , is newly
assigned as the division chief of th e
European
Co mm a nd
Strategy,
Resources a nd Legisla tive Affairs
Division in Stuttgart, Germany. He
and his wife, Debbie, wish a ll fri e nds
a nd acquaintances good will and
God speed. • Do na ld R. Orc utt ,
CerE: "Purchased HR Products
1996, a heat resistance products
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fabricator. Also bought a new
building and moved both to 10200
Capital , Oak Park, MI 48237 ." •
D a vid L. Talbott, EMgt: "Changed
employers in December 1996. I am
with
Rust
Environment
and
Infrastructure as vice preSident,
business development. " • Larry B .
York , CSci: "Our o ldest daughter
was married this past year and has
given us our first granddaughter. Our
other daughter is a student at UT.
Vicky and I are going to Germany in
March , where she is teaching a
seminar on china painting.

past fall. " • Larry W. Shoem a ke r ,
ChE: "I celebrated my 20-year
anniversary with Phillips on June 1 ,
1996. Still enjoying my job and
traveling around the world. "
G re g ory G. Wi lli a ms , ME : "I am a
mechan ical engineer leading up a
wireless R& D organization for SBC
Communications Inc. (Who wou ld
have thought?) If I had it to do over,
I' d have paid more attention in EE
classes." • J a m es D . Wood , ChE ,
MS ChE '81: "Mary Ann and I had a
great time attending the UMR
Homecoming in October. "

1975

1977

R . H e nry B irk , ChE: "J enny and I
continue to work a t the Dow
Chemical Co. We are residing at
3206 Swede Ave., Midland , MI
48642 ,
with
our
12-year-old
daughter, Clarissa. Jenny recently
received
her
department's
' outstanding
technologist of 1996
award. '" • Danie l F.
Cole , EMgt, MS
EMgt'76 , is now the
general manager of
corporate pla n ning
for Union Electr ic
Daniel F. Co le
CO. · Da ni e l C.
Kle nke , ME , was on campus for an
Excel
Professional
Leadership
Seminar on Jan . 29 , 1997. He is a
representative on UMR's Corporate
Development Council. • Danie l C.
Roy, CE: "We moved to Marshall
when Hydro Conduit purchased
Quinn
Concrete
in
1995.
Quinn makes arch itectural and
structural precast/prestressed concrete products for the building and
bridge industries. We have three
ch ildren: Matt, 11 ; J anice, 9 ; and
Beth , 5. " • John T. Sic kma n , CE ,
has been promoted to senior vice
president at PanEnergy International
Development Corp ., the un it of
PanEnergy Corp. that participates in
energy projects abroad.

C lark W. Craig , Chem: "After
sampling practices all over the
country, I have decided to locate
near Austin , Texas. In January, I will
start an obstetrics fellowship before
finding the right community to be a
rural family doctor. " • Louis G .
(L.G .) Loos , CE, MS CE '82 , married
Cathy on May 24, 1996 , on the big
island of Hawaii. H e lives at 467
Burns Avenue, Kirkwood, MO
63122 . • Pet er T. Pr ic e , GGph:
"Recently transferred to new position
within environmental geology section
of the survey program for Missouri
DNR. Now unit chief of the
environmental
assistance
unit,
reviewing landfills and lagoons
instead of hazardous waste sites.
Spelunking in spare time." • Steve
Ric h a rds , ME, MS EMch '80, was on
campus for an Excel Professional
Leadership Seminar o n Jan . 29 ,
1997 . • Na ncy L. Taylor, Math: "I've
gone back to work part-time. Am
currently working for a CPA during
tax season. "

1976
James E . Ar e nz , EMgt: "Promoted
to director of facil ity maintenance,
METRO Transit Au thority, Houston ,
Texas, on Dec. 7, 1996." • Ka thryn
A. Becker , CSci: "I am working parttime for Belton Parents as Teachers,
setting up a new database. My boys,
Zachary, 6 , and Jacob, 3 , are
growing and doi ng great. "
Anmarie Hall , Chem: "My new
address is 1016 Sheppey Court,
Naperville, IL 60565. " • Ma rk E.
Lie fer , ME: "My son , Tim Liefer,
started his freshman year at UMR this

SUlllmer 1997

1978
Ro na ld E . Bak er , ME: "In May 1996
the UMR formula SAE team came to
the Silverdome in Pontiac, Mich. , for
the competition. Bill Hammers of
Chrysler hosted a pizza party at the
new Chrysler Technical Cen ter, a
half-mile from the competition for
area alumni and the competition
team . I had an excellent time
escorting tours for fellow alumni,
including Ford and GM engineers, as
well as UM R race team members . It
was quite a hike from security to the
dining room for the many guests that
night. " • Ke ith T. Dun can , Hist.,
recently graduated from the College
of Naval Command and Staff at the
Naval War College, Newport, R.1. •
Ke lvin T. Eric kso n , EE, MS EE '79,
joined MAGNUM Technologies Inc.
as consultant on sabbatical from
UMR. He has a Ph .D. in electrical

from
Iowa
State
e ngin eering
University and is a registered
Engineer-In-Training
(E IT )
in
Missou ri. H is experience includes
five years with Fisher PROVOX
control systems development, and
10 years as a college professor teaching control systems (general ,
P LC, process control), research in
model predictive control , ne ural
networks, expert systems and
process sensors . • Kim R . Fowl er ,
EE: "I published a textbook titled ,
Instrument
Design:
' Electronic
Architecting for the Life Cycle. '
Oxford University Press began
printing it in April 1996. I am
currently working for Ixthos, a
multiprocessing
DSP
board
manufacturer, in Leesburg, Va. , and
still living near Baltimore with my
wife, Oonagh , and four-year-old son,
Seth." • Rodge r P. Gra nt h a m , ME:
"The business keeps growing and
this engineering stuff is still fun. I
can 't believe it has been almost 20
years. I sit here by my PC where I do
CFD and CAD and wonder if current
students realize how much they will
not know when they graduate, and
how much they will have to keep
learning to stay on top. " • J a m es G.
Kettin ge r , Ch E: "I am working on
refinery
automation
projects,
implementing
and
maintaining
advanced
process
control
applications, including multi-variable
control. " • Danie l A. R eed , CSci: "I
am now a professor and head of the
department of computer scie nce at
the University of Illinois (UrbanaChampaign), one of the origins of
the World Wide Web. In March , we
celebrated the birthday of HAL, who
in the movie "2001 " was born in
Urbana . I' m keeping busy with my
research
program
in
highperformance computing and virtual
reality but still find some time for my
true passion
basketball. "
Ka mra n R okhsaz , AE , MS AE '80,
PhD ME '88, assistan t professor,
aerospace engineering, Wichita State
University, is the recipient of the
Forest
R.
McFarland
Award ,
presented by the Society of
Automotive Engineers. The award
recogn izes individuals who have
rendered outstanding service in the
organization of technical sessions
and papers for SAE meetings and
conferences. " • H . W. "Wa rd"
S ilve r , EE: "After 13 years of
independent consulting, I am now
the
staff
engineer
for
data
communications at Physio-Control
Corp. in Redmond , Wash . Our twin
sons, Lowell and Webster, are now

12 and thinking about college. Yikes!
Nancy and I remain on Vashon
Island , near Seattle. Hoping to hear
from old friends , near and far. "

1979
Cra ig W. Bra uks , EMgt: "l'm at
2034 Waters Edge Court, Lake Saint
Louis, MO 63367-2099. Where 's
Ron Fisher?" • Michae l L. C lark ,
CE: "My partner, James Harr ington ,
a nd I have started a co nsulting
practice in Dallas. The name of our
firm is Harrington & Clark Inc. Our
address is 3023 Routh Street, Dallas,
Texas 75201. " • Sta nto n W. Hadley ,
NucE , MS NucE '81 , MS EMgt'81:
"I'm still at Oak Ridge National
Laboratory studying electric utility
restructuring and mixed low-level
waste treatment. " • T imoth y J.
H olcom b , CE, is president and ch ief
executive
officer of
Holcomb
Foundation Engineering Co. The firm
is a soil engineering and materials
engineering testing laboratory for
design and construction projects
throughout
Southern
Illinois,
Southern Indiana, Western Kentucky
and Southeast Missouri. " • Eric M .
La ncaster , MinE: "I relocated to
ChalliS , Idaho, in August 1996 and
began working at Hecla Mining Co. 's
Grouse Creek Mine. " • Edward W.
Lillie II , Psyc. : "Toiling away at
Northrop Grumman as an UN IX
system administrator. My wife ,
Connie , also works at Northrop
Grumman. " • Ke nt P. Loenemann ,
CE: " I have joined R . G. Brinkmann
Construction
Co .
as
vice
president. " • Kev in R. O'S ulli van ,
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Rolla MO 65409-0650

75

~~~~~~te ~ ~

ME: "I have bee n in Tulsa for 14
years now. The family is growing up
- Patrick, S, and Kaitlyn , 5. Karren
a nd I are still the same age!
Diagnetics continues to be a world
lead er in the fluid condition
monitory-based instrumentation and
education. " • Robert A. Riess , CE ,
is now vice president, directional
drilling, with ARB Inc. · Steven J .
Sallwasser, EE: "We recently
designed and built a new house in
Arnold , Mo. Building your own
house is a dream come true. I was
promoted to associate at the
consulting
firm
of
Avanti
Technologies on Jan. 1, 1997. We
have three girls: Jenny , 15; Karen ,
14; and Trish , 10." • Kathleen A.,
CSci, and J . Barry Shelden,
PetE 'S l: "We are still in Indonesia
and doing great! " • Mary S . Watson ,
EMgt: "My husband , Jeffrey, and I
have settled in Indy. My son ,
George, is 9 and my daughter,
Jackie, is 4 . I am a senior sales
engineer for Marathon Electric for
three years, now, selling electric
motors to distributors and OEMS in
Indiana, and having fun!

1980
Brian L. Carlso n, ME: "Project
manager - Series 300 production
engin es support for Dubuqe, Iowa;
Saran, France; Torreon , Mexico; and
Rosario, Argentina . Love it. " • Brent
C. Davis , EMgt: "After being out of
school for 16-plus years, I'm going
back this fall to start on my MBA .
Should be fun! " • George R .
Dickinson , EMgt: "Connie and I
have moved back to Austi n after a
year in Houston . Austin is in our
blood !" • Dwight D., GeoE, MS
GeoE 'S2 , and Susan V. (Payne)
Fulto n, ChE, BS Math 'SO, MS
ChE 'S l:
"Susan is back at
Halliburton, working half-time. Quite
a change of pace after two years at
home with Sarah, 4 , and Rebekah ,
15 months . I am now in HR ." •
Kendall B. Hackman , ME: "Now
working for Natural Gas Pipline Co.
in Lombard , III. Our first child ,
Megan , is now 11 months and calling
the shots!" • linda M. Jacobs ,
GeoE: "Rick and I love to hear from
and see old friends . In fact we had a
grea t visit this summer with Mik e
Higginbotha m , ME 'SO, and this fall
with Marc Schrank, EMch 'S2. Also,
ran into several fri e nds a t the SPE
and SME conventio ns held in

_________________________________________________________

Denver this past year. " • David W.
Schmitt, CEo "Kathy, ME, BS
ME 'S9, and I are busy with family,
work, ch urch and community
activities. Chris, S, and Tim , 2, join us
in most of our activities. I received
'Optimist of the Year' Award from
South Florida district at Optimist
International. " • Michael J . Stafford,
ME: "New work address: C hevron
Land and Development, 3 100 S.
Harbor Blvd. #340, Santa Ana, CA
92704, (714) 427-1215." • Theresa
D. Stone , GeoE, MS GeoE 'S7: "I
recently changed jobs and am back
working for Waste Management Inc.
as a residual projects manager. " ·
Eugene
T.
Watson ,
GeoE:
"Accepted new position with SECOR
International on Feb. 4, 1997,
managing national environmental
assessment program. "

1981
Paul D., CE, and Christa (DeGonia)
Andrew, ChE 'S5, write, "Our second
son , Patrick, was born in March
1996. He and Stephen were seen
doing Physics 23 problems dealing
with the conservatio n of momentum
involving two colliding bodies.
Results still being compiled. " • Jean
K. , CSci , and Donald B. Holley,
EMgt, are living in the Chicago area
with their three children. She has
worked for Waste Management for
more than seven years as director
information systems at the corporate
office . • David P. Kotsifakis , AE: "I
have been working for NASA in the
sounding rocket program for 14
years. My Wife , Carla , and I were
married last September and we both
still live in Ocean City, Md. " · John
C. Laval ette, Econ: "Life in South
Carolina is great , enjoying the golf,
warmer weather a nd beaches. A
special hello to Dr. He ntzel and Dr.
Bryant l Thank you UMRI " • Larry L.
Long , Phys, PhD Phys 'S5: "Dr. Long
has been on a sabbatical research
leave from Pittsburg State for the
academ ic year 1996-97. He is
conducting research on thin film
batteries
for
Eagle
Pich er
Technologies, Jo plin , Mo." • Ronald
G. Milligan, MinE: "My new pOSition
is area manager for the North
Caspian area. I remain in Houston as
part of Texaco 's new worldwide
exploration division ." • Ri chard A.
Nussbaum , GeoE , MS GeoE 'SS:
"As is often said , 'No news is good
news l ' Still living the good life in
J efferson City with Connie and th e
ki ds while continuing to work for
DNR
(Department of Natural

Resources). No end to interesting
environmen tal projects and plenty of
contact with new and old UMR alums
working for the department. Stay in
touch ." • J . Barry, PetE , and
Kathleen A. Shelden, CSci '79: "We
are still in Indonesia and doing great! "
• Mark J . Short, CSci , MS CSci 'S6:
"Married S loan Adams in September
1996. In progress of sellin g two
houses and buying one a nd rolling
out an Intranet. Life is good! " • Keith
G. Tomaz , ChE , MS ChE '91 , PhD
ChE '93: "Promoted to principal
development engineer. Continuing to
work in the field of solid phase
peptide synthesis. My son, Alexander,
just turned two and appears to be
developing some scientific skills with
cars, car keys and ignition switches."

1982
Thomas W. Blackburn, CE , MS
CE 'S4 : "I became president of
Anderson Consulting Group this year.
Anderson started a new company ,
Geostabil, to provide design/build
services. ACG is also acq uiring a
North Bay firm in two to four months.
We 're on the move ." • Morris C.
Buenemann , ME: "I am new product
team leader for the Winchester
division of Olin Corp. in East Alton ,
III. " • Kevin F. Havened, MinE: "Am
now a government consultant at
Abacus Technology Corp., after 13
years in the Air Force." • Michael L.
Huff, Math: "After nearly 15 years
with Conoco, my job was outsourced.
I'll be transitioning to Computer
Sciences Corp. (CSC) in May." •
Allen S . Kirchhoff, AE : "Still in the
same job but the duties keep
cha nging. Previously lead engineer
for the AV-SB Harrier, then added
duties as deputy program integrator,
for th e Harrier. Have now added
technical lead for th e AV-SB a nd T-45
Goshawk ." • Richard F. Manning,
GeoE: "I am now director of
corporate development for the
Earthgrains Co. This means I oversee
acquisitions , divestitures , and capita l
investments. A long way from
geological engi neering. Life is
strange." • Patricia L. Mazzuca ,
GeoE: "I just return ed to work after
having my third child . I've been at
So uthwestern Bell now for 12 years.
I'm looking forward to homecoming
in October. I can 't believe it's been 15
years! " • Thomas K. Parks, CE; his
wife, Lo uise, and childre n, Keith and
Katie, relocated back to Missouri in
February 1996, where Tom is the
project manager on a $ 24 million
ambu latory care additio n at th e VA

hospital in Columbia ." • Eric G.
Po litte , ME: "Sue, the three children
(Amanda , Joshua , and Alyssa) and I
are still in Houston , Moving to new
home in January 1997. I am
president of Response Management
Associates Inc., an environmental
engineering
and
regulatory
compliance consulting firm ."
Christopher
Rapisardo ,
ME:
"Donna and I still work for the
government at McDonnell Douglas.
We are just e njoying life with our two
boys, Mark, 3, and Paul, 2 " • Todd
W. Rush , GeoE, MS GeoE 'S4: "My
Wife , Sarah , and I are having fun
trying to keep up with Janey, 1, and
Matthew, 7. Janey has become a pro
at hop, skip , and puke contest (just
like the old man was at UMR) . Good
to know that at least she got some of
my good qualities! " • Paul J . Smith,
Chem : "Three children: Caroline, 4
1/2; twins, Thomas and David , 2." •
Guy T. Steensgard, ChE , has joined
Magnum Technologies, Inc. as
principal process engineer. • J effrey
P. Wieland , CE , MS CE 'S6, MS
EMgt'95: "\'m currently working in
Dallas on a McDonn ell Douglas
project. Hope to return to St. Louis
(and Boeing) th is spring/summer.
Would love to hear from old UMR
buddies via e-mail or home
address(es) : St. Louis: 1102S Mars
Lan e, Maryland Heights, MO 63043,
Dallas: 4900 Pear Ridge Dr. , Apt.
1101 , Dallas, TX 752S7." • Charles
T. Wooten , PetE: "We 've recently
moved to Adelaid e, Australia.
Halliburton has really taken great care
of us a nd we certainly love Australia .
If any UMR grads come through ,
please give us a ca ll. All 'Yanks '
welcome! "

1983
Jeannine M. Bardsley, CSci: "After
12 years with Digita l, I've decided to
move on to Compaq Co mputer. I'll
be starting on St. Patrick's Day this
year. What a n a ppropriate day for a
Rolla grad!" • Lawre nce A. Beck,
Econ .:
"I've
been
teaching
introductory economics o n and off at
Dana College during the last two
years. I just give ' em the basics: Marx ,
Veble n, Henry George." • Glenn W.
Brand, EMgt: "Hip replaced on Dec.
5 , 1996, back to work five weeks
later. Mindy, Econ 'S4, has a new jo b
at Northwest Mortgage. Enjoyed visit
by Chancellor Park to Dallas area ." •
Kevin M. Gordon , CSci: "I left
Sokkia Technology in June 1996. I'm
curre ntly working at Docuphase with
document imaging applications. " •
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Gary J., ChE, MS EMgt 'S4, and
Catherine J. Hayes, EMgt: " Gary (
product development section leader
Packaging)
and
with
Grace
Ca therine (international Recruiting
with MRI) are relocating to Milan,
italy, for three years. Two children :
Kevin, 3, and Austin, l. " • Jay B.,
ME '83, and Dawna M . Immele,
Psyc 'S3, write, "Jay; our three girls,
Elizabeth, Samantha, and Rebecca;
and myself plan on moving to
Shanghai, China , this summer where
Jay is resident engineer at a power
plant. " • Harry T. McCollum, EMgt:
"Our industrial Network Systems
Corp. is growing rapidly; we now
have offices in six states. " •
John
M.
McNally,
CSci:
" I have been promoted to vice
of
engineering
of
president
Systems Enhancement Corp. in
Michael
R.
Chesterfield."
Matthew, EE: "Consulting for
management with Price Waterhouse.
Still residing weekends in Los
Angeles. L ots of travel. " • Mi chael
T. Moylett, GGph, MS GGph 'S5:
"Still exploring and exploiting for oil
and gas in the Permian and Williston
Basins. " • Thomas L. Rin ey, ME:
"Suzanne, CE '85, the boys (Michael
and David) and I are all doing well .
We
are
looking
forward
to
homecoming this year at the TKE
house." • Melvin D . Sachs,
GeoE '83: " I have been at OFFUT
Air Force Base for four years now,
and have just started a new job as
executive officer for the operations
group, Formerly I was a flight
commander, mission commander
and instructor electronic warfare
officer. " • Steven L. ,GeoE, and Ann
E.
Sanders,
EMgt'86,
and
2, and
daughters: Katherine,
Elizabeth , six months, are doing fine
in Kansas City. Received my law
degree from UMKC Law School in
May 1995. Working as attorney at
U.S. EPA in Kansas City." • Kathy
L. Schmitt, ME, BSME '89: " D ave,
CE 'SO, and I are busy with family,
work, church and community
activities. Chris, 5, and Tim , 2, join
us in most of our activities. Dave
received 'Optimist of Year' award
from South Florida Distr ict of
Optimist International. " • Polly S.
Scott,Showalter , GeoE: " Living in
Blackburg, Va. Eric is a professor in
civil engineering department and I
teach one class a semester at VPI
(Virginia Polytechnic Institute) . We
have two boys, 6 and 4 years old." •
Barry J. Skeens, CSci, is the
director - service assurance within

Summer 1997

c>n~h

e.r

~,~

Post-traumatic commencement syndrome

W

hydidyou
choose
engineering? "
If I had a nickel for every time
I 've heard that question, I would
be lunching with Bill Gates every
Tuesday. I had assumed that this
would
be
the
topic
of
conversation for my first few
semesters at UMR, but now I've
passed all the finals, the EIT is
long gone, I did the Pomp
and
Circumstance
thing,
and I've been asked, " Why
engineering?" approximately 19
times in the last two days.
Now, I'm sure folks in most
other professions get asked the
same thing. But it just seems that
a lot of those same folks can 't
quite grasp why we technicaltypes would willingly subject
to
classes
like
ourselves
thermodynamics,
advanced
concrete, and a-bomb. (Of
course, a lot of those same

people are the ones who read
D ilbert to try to figure out the
deep, hidden meaning behind
the main character's crooked tie
and the clueless boss's Etch-aSketch. For the record, there
isn 't any philosophical meaning
behind it. After an engineer
graduates and enters the
working world, his tie - if he 's
so brave as to wear one - will
naturally be crooked for the rest
of his life. And as for Dilbert 's
boss, well, what can I say
without seriously jeopardizing
my paycheck?)
So why do certain people
feel compelled to enter these
technical fields? For me, it all
started with sixth grade and
astronomy. I was generally
obsessed with space for awhile.
Then one day, after being
unable to focus on a full moon
with my little red telescope , I
brought my visions a little closer

By Laurie Wi/man
to earth: flight. So began my
fixation with airplanes. Things
that fly are so free, so graceful
that I couldn't help but be
them . (Of
mesmerized by
course, the movie "Top Gun "

certainly didn 't hurt matters any,
either.)

... the reasons for
stlldylng engineering
are as nllinerOIlS as
engineers. In a very
IInsclent/flc poll, I got
responses ranging froln
"Well, Iny Dad,
Grandpa, and Uncle
C.leln were all
engineers" to "I had a
terrific high school
physics teacher who
really changed InY life."
For SOlne, a science
fair project In the
seventh grade had
paved the way, and
others JIISt wanted a
steady Incolne,
ef\loyed science, and
flgllred, "Why not?"
Finally, qllite a few of
those polled sllnply
wanted to better the
world .
Okay, so what does one
study to design airplanes?
Engineering. Now I had a
decision to make: aerospace or
mechanical? Well, a little birdie
told me that I would probably
enjoy being gainfully employed,
so I chose mechanical. So here I

am today , working in an
engineering office with a bunch
of folks with crooked ties. Such is
life .
Actually, the reasons for
studying engineering are as
numerous as engineers. In a very
unscientific poll, I got responses
ranging from " Well , my Dad,
Grandpa, and Uncle Clem were
all engineers " to " [ had a terrific
high school physics teacher who
really changed my life. " For
some, a science fair project in
the seventh grade had paved
the way, and others just wanted
a steady income, enjoyed
science, and figured, "Why
not? " Finally, quite a few of
those polled simply wanted to
better the world. I think that
one, single factor played a part
in the decision for most of us,
but folks think it sounds corny
and don 't want to mention it to
someone who may very well
publish
it in
an
alumni
magazine.
So how do you explain all
that - briefly - to someone
who was really just asking in
order to be polite? Generally,
you don 't. Instead, you say ,
" Because I 've always liked
playing with Legos , and I want
to move to Denmark someday
to design new Technic sets. "

(By the way, if anyone out
there actually works for the
Lego company, I really do want
to move to Denmark to design
Technic sets. Just a thought.) Or
you could always say you got
into it for the fame and glamour
of the field, right? Right? (Why

do I suddenly have the mental
image of a million crooked ties

laughing out loud?)
-Lourie Wilman, ME ·96. is a stress
engineer at Systems and Electronics
Inc. in St. Louis.
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---------------------------------------------------information services at Southwestern
Bell in St. Louis. Barry, his wife ,
Becky, and two sons, Patrick and
Bradley, live in Kirkwood.
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Sandy K. Balogh, GGph , MS
GGph '87: "l'm still out in Carlin ,
Newmont
Nev.,
working
for
Exploration as a geological engineer
with the exploration group. I keep
busy working on grassroots projects
to advance property evaluations. It's
a lot of work, but also a lot of fun. "·
Mindy S. Brand, Econ , has a new
job at Northwest Mortgage . • Karl E.
Burgher, Econ , PhD MinE '85:
"Professor of mining engineer and
project
manager,
continuing
education and extended studies (new
assignment) , at Montana College of
Mining Science & Technology. " •
Christopher L. Bohler, MS Phys ,
PhD Phys '87 , changed jobs at the
beginn ing of 1996. He is now with
the Digital Video Products Group at
Texas Instruments as a staff physicist
and member, group technical staff. •
Erik A. Mye rs, ChE, married Joy
Ingram on Aug. 25, 1996. Joy holds
bachelor 's
degree
in
a
biology/dentistry from California
State University in Fullerton and she
is employed as a teacher with the
Santa Ana Unified School District.
Erik is employed at Ultramar Inc. in
Wilington, Calif. , as a unit manager.
• Richard E. Owens, MS EMgt:
"Received my doctorate in business
administration
from
Walden
University in 1992. I currently am an
international marketing strategist
distributor for Nuskin InternationaL "
• Jeffrey A. Phillips, CerE: ''I'm still
working full -time and trying to
complete my Ph.D. at CSM
(Colorado School of Mines) in my
spare time. " • Donna M. Rapisardo,
EMgt: "Chris, ME '82 , a nd I still work
for the government at McDonnell
Douglas. We are just enjoying life
with our two boys, Mark , 3 , and Paul,
2. " • Erica M. Skouby, CerE: ''I've
changed jobs again! As of Jan . 1,
1997, I am the training administrator
for the 3M Nevada plant. I am living
proof that ceramic engineers can be
flexible and do anything I "

1985
Christa (DeGonia), ChE, and Paul
D. Andrew, CE '8 1, write, "Our
second son, Patrick , was born in
March 1996. He and Stephen were
seen doing Physics 23 problems
dealing with the conservation of
momentum involving two colliding

ALUMNUS NAMED YOUNG ENGINEER OF THE YEAR
G . S cott N a Il , CE'86, of Chesterfield , Mo. , received the Young Engineer of the Year Award for 1997
from the Missouri Society of Professional Engin eers. Nail , a project engineer with Booker Associates Inc. in
St. Louis, is involved in project design and supervision for h ighway and street projects in St. Louis, St. Louis
Cou nty and St. Charles County in Missouri. His activities in the St. Louis chapter of MSPE include chairing
the " Discover E " effort to promote engineering awareness for the last two years and participating in the
professional recognition committee. H e also is a member of the American Society of C ivil Engineers and the
Society of American Military Engineers. H e currently is p u rSUing a master's degree in civil engineering from
UMR

bodies. Results still being compiled. "
• Dennis A. Card, ChE: "I am still
in the Army and currently assigned
at Pennsylvania State University. I
will get a master 's in physical
chemiStry in May 1997 and move to
West Point to teach and conduct
research. My Wife , Celeste Porath,
MS Math '85 , and I have three
children and one on the way! " •
Bret R. Collier, NucE: "I am
currently working under con tract at
Com Edison 's Zion Nuclear Plant. I
have been consulting since 1991
after leaving Kansas, working in
Virginia, South Carolina, New York,
Minnesota and IllinoiS. In 1993 I
started my own business, Re.
Engineering, producing automobile
novelty products. While residing in
Maple Grove , Minn ., I can be
reached in Illinois through June at
collibr@ccmaiLceco.com. " • Tracie
A. Donaldson, ChE: "I am now
working in the office of Solid Waste,
still
half
time.
Ben
started
kindergarten this year (same school
as Wayne K. Carson's, CE '82). The
twins are now 2 and keep us all very
busy. " • Michael J. Frayne, CE:
"Lead civil/structural engineer and
the engin eer of record for over 65M
1996 Fru-Con Engineering , St.
Louis. " • Michael G . Hilgers, CSci,
MS Math '87 , MS EMc h'88, was
married to Lois K. Gornet on Nov.
30, 1996. She received her master 's
degree in health sciences from
Washington University in St. Lo uis
and is a registe red medica l dietician
with Health Technologies Inc. He
received his Ph. D. in applied
mathematics from Brown University
and is an assistant professor of
mathematics a t UMR They live in
Rolla . • Paul G. Justis Jr. , NucE: "I
continue to work at Union Electric
Co . in the corporate planning
d epartme nt. The group I supervise ,
interchange marketing, handles all of
the intermedia te and long-term
power purchases and sales in the

wholesale power market. My wife,
Peggy, and I live in Des Peres , and
have two sons: Benjamin, 6, and
William , 4. " • Catherine McCain ,
EE , has been elevated to partnership
at the law firm of McDermott, Will &
Emery , in the Chicago area.
McDermott, Will & Emery is a 630attorney law firm with offices
worldwide representing its clientele
in a broad range of practice areas . •
Rebecca (Glauz) Mulcahy, CE:
"After having a second child and
being off for three months, I'll be
returning to my fun and wonderful
job as traffic signal engineer for Palm
Beach County. It 's exciting because
this field continues to have many
new developments! " • Kurt B.
Oaks, MinE: "Changed jobs as of
December 1996. Am now employed
with
Energetic
Solutions/ICI
Explosives
as
senior
sales
representative for Arkansas and
Oklahoma. Essentially I've gone
from sitting behind the desk to sitting
in front of j(I " • Carol J. Osborne,
CSci, is a DB2 and DBA and
technical support person at Tenneco
in
The
Business
Services
Woodlands, Texas . • Suzanne M.
Riney, CE: "Tom , ME '83 , the boys
(Michael and David) and I are all
doing welL We are looking forward
to homecoming this year at the T KE
house. " • Dennis A. Roberts, ME:
"Wife,
Karen
(Wisemann),
CSci '86 , has been retired from
McDonnell Do uglas since the birth
of Tyler in March of 1995. I am still
employed as a project e ngineer at
McDonnell Douglas " • Robert J .
Rosser, MinE: "I was married on
Septl4, 1996. My wife and I both
work for Barrick Goldstrike Mines
Inc. I still enjoy th e work and living
in Elko , Nev. " • Jerome B.
Sanderson,
CSci:
"Recen tly
promoted
to
manager
data
warehouse department at Enterprise
Christopher
Rent-A -Car. "
Schaefer, ChE: "Lots of changes

have happened during the past year.
I left Dow Chemical in Freeport,
Texas, last fall and have started work
as a technical consultant/process
modeler for Pavilion Technologies in
Austin, Texas, a firm providing
process modeling and control
software based on neural net
technology. I am a 'husband-intraining ' and have plans to marry this
faiL " • David C. Schuppert, ME:
"Still working at Pratt and Whitney."
• John J . Stansfield, Math: "I
finished a Ph .D. in finance at UMC in
the spring of 1996 and now am an
assistant professor at Columbia
College. Still married to Julie D.
Stansfield; she 's a professor at
UMC's School of Medicine. We have
two boys: Adam , 3, and Henry, eight
months. life is good. " • Anne M.
Werner, CE: "1 am now a graduate
student at the University of Illinois
working toward a Ph.D. in CE "

1986
David G. Barrett, ChE: "1 am
currently an area manager working
for Ethyl Petroleum Additives in
Sauget, ilL. "
Suzanne R.
Cunningham: "We're hanging in
here while transitioning to a private
contractor for the space shuttle
program . Safe flight is number one.
I'm now the TPS project manager for
shuttle upgrades. " • David M.
Easty, EMgt: "Will be graduating in
May '97 from Uniformed Services
University of the Health Sciences in
Bethesda, Md. , with my MD degree.
Will be serving as an Army
physician. " • Kent R. Erickson ,
ChE: "1am a member of the law firm
of litman , McMahon & Brown,
L. L. e., which speCializes in patents ,
trademarks and copyrights. Lisa R.
(Wilcox) , EE'89 , and I have two
daughters: Laure n, 5 , and Andrea ,
3. " • Keith A. Hartley, EE: "I am
still working for the MITRE Corp., in
Huntsv ille,
Ala. ,
doing
comm unications
and
systems
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engineering work. " • Michael E.
Herleth, CE: "I have received a
promotion with MoDOT (Missouri
Department of Transportation) to
area engineer in Kirksville. Our new
address is: 1607 Randall, Kirksville,
MO 63501. " • Eric Hoehn, EE, has
been named chief engineer at WETA,
a public broadcasting station serving
Virginia, Maryland and the District of
Columbia
with
educational,
informational , cultural and public
affairs programming and related
services. WETA is the third-largest
producer of programs for public
television . • Brian W. Jenkins, ME,
MS EMgt 'S7: "I am off to France
again with Michelin Tire , as a product
development engineer in the tire
mold department. This was not
something I imagined in my years at
UMR. " • Richard D. Karner, CE:
"I
became
the
maintenance
optimization lead for Conoco 's Ponca
City Refinery. " • Curtis A. Krueger,
ChE: "Lisa, ChE 'S6, and I are doing
fine in Springfield, Ill .. It was great to
get back to UMR for Homecoming
and talking with Dr. Johnson , Dr.
Reed and Dr. Manley. Sorry we
missed you, Dr. Bob! Good to see
the Top Hat hasn 't changed much."
• Nancy A. (Slover) LaRue, ChE:
"Married Dave LaRue at Jackson
Hole last January (1996). We enjoy
competitive skiing and cycling and
are beginning to branch out into
triathalons. We love living in the
cou ntry with our two Siberian
huskies, Natasha and Mikhail. " •
Sean D. McCue, ChE: "Just
completed five years with second
company ,
Henkel
Corp.,
in
Kankakee, Ill.. Finishing $12 million
solid polyamide expansion project.
Got to love those holiday start-ups! "
• Daniel Poertner, CSci: "I have
been busy setting up entertainment
centers across the country. They
include large virtual video games to
kids ' games, amusement park
arcades , too. Looking for good St.
Pat's party in N.J. or New York City.
Hope you have the best ever." •
James G., EE, and Mary J .
Reinhardt, CSci: "We are now living
in Creve Couer, Mo. Drop us a note
via e-mail. " • Karen W. (Wisemann)
Roberts, CSci, has been retired from
McDonnell Douglas since the birth of
Tyler in March of 1995. Dennis
Roberts, ME 'S5, is still employed as
a project engineer at McDonnell
Douglas . • Ann E., EMgt 'S6, and
Steven L. Sanders, GeoE'S3, and
both daughters "are doing fine in
Kansas City. "
Thomas E.
Scheifler, CSci , and business
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FUTURE MINERS
Richard w., CSci'S4, and Phyllis
Altheide , CSci 'S5, MS CSci'92,
had a boy , Paul William , on Nov.
11 , 1996. He joins older sister,
Martha, 6.

Ke ith A. Hartley, EE'S6 , and
Doris adopted a seven -month old
boy, Joshua Christopher, in
February 1997.

Paul D. , CE 'Sl , and Christa
(DeGonia) Andrew, ChE 'S5, had
a boy, Patrick, in March 1996. He
joins his brother, Stephen.

Mark A., ChE 'SS, and Kelly D.
(Keran) Hewlett , ChE 'S9, had a
boy, Noah Alan, on Nov. 1, 1996.
He joins older brothers , Nathan
and Dylan.

Darrell W. Angleton, GeoE 'S7,
and Carrie had a boy, Christopher,
on March 3, 1997.

Timothy
L.
Hildenbrand ,
GeoE 'SO , and Sandra had a girl ,
Veronica Lea, on Jan. 30, 1996.

Lawrence A. Beck, Econ 'S3, and
Geri had a boy, Vincent, in
February 1997. He joins three
siblings.

Stephen J . Hoak, ChE 'SS, and
Jennifer had a boy, Adam , in
October 1996. He joins two older
brothers.

Morris C. Buenemann, ME 'S2,
and Barbara had a boy, Eric
Crawford, on July 29 , 1996. He
joins his sister, Allison.

Timothy S . Hudwa lker, CE 'SS,
and Shari had a boy, Jonathan
Philip , on June 29 , 1996. He joins
older brother, Curtis, 2.

Peter A. Corpeny, ME 'S9, and
Heather had a girl , Parker Elane,
on Dec. 27, 1996.

Michael L. Huff, Math 'S2, and
Delia had a girl, Kathryn , in
January 1997. She joins three
siblings.

G lenn M. Deles, CSci 'S2, had a
boy, Herbert Alexander, on Feb.
20, 1997. He joins two older
siblings.
Justin T. Dewitt, ME '91 , and
Jennifer had a boy, Zachary Ty, on
Feb. 4 , 1997.
Jeffrey
W.,
GeoE 'SS,
MS
GeoE 'S9,
and
Sharon
G.
Douthitt, Econ 'S9, had a girl , Lily
Ann, on June 27, 1996. She joins
twins, Clair and Oliver, who turned
two years old two days before lily
was born.
lisa A.Doyle, ChE '90, and Kevin
had a girl, Rebecca Ann , on Sept.
26, 1996.
LeAnne K. Garner, GeoE '93 , and
Jeff had a boy, Ryan Matthew, on
Jan . 16, 1997.
partner, Jeff Sexton, formed COAD
Solutions
Inc. ,
a
company
specializing in People Soft consulting
services and sales of the SQ L Ace
software product. " • Steven R.
Stacy, ChE: "I just passed the threeyear mark with Engelhard Corp.
petroleum catalyst group. Recent
assignments have included manager
of new product commercialization,
and project manager of a multi-

Linda M. Jacobs, GeoE 'SO, and
Rick J. Sublette had a boy, Robert
William Sublette, on June 12,
1996. He joins older sister, Kristen,
4.

Melanie J. (Major), EMgt'S7 , and
Richard D. Karner, CE 'S6, had a
girl , S ydney Elise, in May 1996.
She joins older brother, Gage, 3.
Harry T. McCollum, EMgt'S3 , and
Ann had a boy, Joseph , in August
1996. He joins an older brother.
John M. McNally, CSci 'S3, and
Megan had a boy, Brandon, on
Dec. 7, 1996.

Rebecca
(Glauz)
Mulcahy,
CE 'S5, and Alan had a girl , Rachel
Christine, on Nov. S, 1996.
Patricia M. O'Brien , EMgt 'S4 ,
and Tom had a girl, Erin Katherine,
on Oct. I S, 1996.
Gregory
A.,
EMgt 'S7,
MS
EMgt'S9 , and Peggy A. Pritchett,
CSci'90, had a girl, Briana Michell ,
on June I S, 1996.
James G., EE 'S6, and Mary J.
Re inhardt, CSci 'S6, had a boy,
Steven, on Feb. 27 , 1997. He joins
Kevin and Nicole.
Kevin D. Renfro , PetE 'S5, and
Michele had a boy, Cameron B. ,
on Dec. 13, 1996.
Steven L. GeoE 'S3, and Ann E.
Sanders, EMgt 'S6, had girl ,
Elizabeth Jean , on Jan . 23 , 1997.
She joins older sister, Katherin e, 2.
John A. Scheer, CSci 'SS, and
Janice had a girl, Gina , last year.
She joins two sisters and one
brother.
Jeffrey P. Schroeder, Phys'95 ,
Math '95 , and Laralee had a boy,
Alex, on Jan. 3 1, 1997.
David C. Skouby, ChE 'S4, and
Diana had a boy, Aaron Peter, in
May 1996.
David L. , ME 'Sl , and Kathleen
M. Strubberg, ChE 'S4, had a girl,
Katie Ann , on Oct. 29 , 1996.
Danae D. , Eng1'8S, a nd Tim
Stuertz , AE 'S7, had a girl, Olivia
Anne, on July 27 , 1996.

Cynthia J. , CE '90, and Joseph M .
Moses , CE '91 , had a girl , Shelby,
in March 1996.

million dollar plant expansion. My
wife , Veronica , and I just celebrated
Andrea 's 5th birthday! " • Bruce R.
Yoder, MinE: "A lot has happened
in 1996. I was laid off in February
because of 'corporate downsizing. '
Took a job with Chapman
Excavating Co. in Northeast Ohio."

1987
Darrell W. Angelton , GeoE:
"Angelton Environmental continues
to grow! I'm still active as a captain
in the Illinois National Guard as th e
SARTS team chief. " • Denis A. ,
ChE, and Catherin e C. Backer,
ChE: " We moved to Houston ,
Texas. Denis is working for Quantum
Chemical Co. Claire is herding A.J. ,

~~~~~~te~ o ------------------------------------------------------___
Duncan and Paul around for the
present. Our address is 3111 Mossy
Elm Ct. Houston , TX 77059. " •
Sarah R. (Reeves), ChE , and
Daniel J . Bock, ME: "We are
enjoying our son , Kevin , who 's now
2 112 years old. " • Mark J. Broeker,
CSci: "I am now working for my third
company; still on the same job.
Contact me via e-mail. " • Shawn E.
McVey, ChE: "Now working for
Monsanto in Fort Madison , Iowa .
Patrick started preschool this year
and Katie just turned 2. " • Stephen
M. Murphy , ChE: "Relocating to
Adelaide,
Australia ,
for
the
construction and start up of two
molded polyurethane foam plants for
Woodbridge Corp. We expect to be
in Australia for approximately th e
next two years." • Jason Ovanic,
GeoE, MS MinE '90: "Christine,
GGph '91 , and I have fini shed
graduate school at Michigan Tech
and now live in Sullivan, Mo.
Christine is working at Unimin Corp.
in Pevely as the QClenvironmental
supervisor. I am working at Pea
Ridge Iron Ore Co. in Sullivan as a
min e engineer. " • Timothy M.
Pemberton, EMgt: "I was engaged in
December 1996. The wedding is
scheduled for September 1997. " •
Matthew O. Scholl, ME: "Recently
changed companies with pneumatic
conveying industry. " • Cynthia S.
Weber, EMgt: "I am currently
working for Missouri Employers
Mutual in the loss prevention
department. My husband, Paul , and
I have two boys, and live in St.
Peters, Mo. "

1988
Robert M. Bain, EE: "I am enjoying
the practice of intellectual property
law with Sen niger, Powers, Leavitt &
Roedel in St. Louis. My wife , Jessica,
and I have a one-year-old son ,
Timothy. " • Andrew H. Cairns ,
EMgt: "Promoted to head of
underwater inspection department
(at Han-Padron Associates in New
York, N. Y.) in July 1996." • John R.
Dalton, ME, MS ME '9l: 'Tm
enjoying my new job in Alabama! If
a ny of you are passing through
Tuscaloosa , Ala., give me a call at
(205) 339-7085. I'm currently
working for a small refinery (Hunt)
owned by Ray Hunt of Dallas. " •
Andrew E. Fri es, EMgt: "Married
eight years this May. Have one child,
Billy. Hope everyone is doing well!
'Club Summit' still rules! If you think
about it, drop me a line." • Michelle
G. (Donze ) Gaither, ChE, MS

EMgt'92: "Joe Gaither and I were
married in Charleston, S. c. , on Feb.
21 , 1997." · Charles G. Grbcich ,
ChE: "Amy and I have moved to
Tulsa , Okla. , where I am a senior
process engineer for AlliedSignal
Environmental Catalysts. After 7
years in Houston, we are loving the
Midwest once again ." • Stephen J.
Hoak, ChE: "I continue to work for
Marathon Oil in Garyville, La., just
outside of New Orleans, as a process
engineer on the HF Alkylation Unit. "
• John A. Scheer, CSci: "We
moved from St. LouiS to Dallas last
for
a
special project
year
assignment. " • Christopher D.
Whitlock, ME, has been hired by
Snorkel to work in the engineering
department as a design engineer.
Christopher, and his wife, Pamela,
have two children.

1989
Peter A. Corpeny, ME: "Starting my
third year of business and things are
going good." • Sharon G.Douthitt,
Econ: "I changed companies in
October going to work for a small
environmental consulting firm called
TN & Associates, doing cost tracking
for environmental cleanup projects.
Hopefully 1997 will be a little less
Deborah
A.
eventful! "
Engelmeyer, AE, MS AE '92: "I am
now married to Kenneth P.
Engelmeyer, EMch '90, and have
three children: William , Henry and
J ohn. Started a new job at Boeing
Commercial Aircraft in Wichita,
Kan." • Steven M. Mertz, NucE:
"Christina turned two years old in
January
1997.
Michelle
L.
(Kupferle) , CerE '90, is a stay-athome mom, so she has the hard job.
I am now conSidering graduate
school and hope to decide in th e
next few months where to go. " •
Robert M. Ruble, CE: "Been
promoted to area engineer in
Mexico , Mo., by MoDOT (Missouri
Department of Transportation). I
passed P E. in 1995 ."

Nineties
1990
Nicholas Abbott, EE: "Currently on
lay-off. Tri-Color is a contractor for
Scott Air Force Base." • Lucy A.
Bell, Psyc.: "I finish ed my master 's
degree in education in December
1996 in early childhood special
education and certification in th e

same. Currently I'm teaching a K-12
EMH class. " • Gavin M. Cross ,
Math: ''I'm in my second year as an
assistant professor of mathematics
and statistics at Coe College in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. " • Michael J .
Debarr, CerE, MS CerE '9 l: "I work
for Delphi Automotive Systems
Division of General Motors. Spent 3
1/2
years
in
Texas
doing
manufacturing e ngineering and
moved to Michigan two years ago to
do development engineering." •
Timothy J. Dickinson, AE: "I just
finish ed a master's degree in
aerospace engineering a t the Air
Force Institute of Technology in
Dayton , Ohio. I am currently in
transition to my next assignment at
Offutt AFB in Omaha, Neb." • Gary
J . Hatfield, MinE: "I have been
named
manager-procurement
analysis for Eastern Associated Coal
Corp. I have over 23 years with one
employer, Peabody, the nation 's
largest coal producer, since 1970." •
Daniel E. Jackson , ChE. : "I
finished grad school at the University
of Minnesota and started working for
the Nurtra Sweet Kelco Co., a
division of Monsanto. My new
address is 313 1 Cauby St. # 14, San
Diego , CA 92 11 3. " • Andrew K.
Kassay, CE: "1996 was a big year.
Passed the P E. on the first try
(thanks UMR!) and got married to
my sweetheart, Deirdre S luttery, on
Oct. 18. " • Michelle L. (Kupferle)
Mertz, CerE: "Christina was two in
Ja nuary. I am a stay-at-home mom.
Steven,
NucE '89,
is
now
considering graduate school and
hopes to decide in the next few
months where to go. " • Paul M.
Miles, EMgt: "Beth and I now have
two daugh ters, 3 years old and nine
months. " Paul is also involved in
recruiting college graduates from
UMR
fo r
Caterpillar
Inc.
Robert
G.
Moore, ME,
was promoted to
regional sales engineer in the Rocky
Moun tain Region of
CONTECH
Construction
Products Inc. Robert
joined CONTECH in
Robert G. Moore
June 1990.
Cynthia J . (Black) Moses , CE:
"Married Joe Moses , CE '9 1. I am
workin g for the Corps of Engineers
in Kansas City, Mo. , a nd Joe is
working for Bucher, Willis and
Ratliff in Kansas City, Mo. "

1991
Charles R. Buttry, ChE: "I am still
with Trinity Consultants. Noelle,
Ryder and I are enjoying Little Rock
and being closer to fam ily in
Southeast Missouri. We are looking
forward
to
Ryder's
second
Christmas! " • James E. DeVaney,
AE: "Hey everybody, how 's it
going? Life is good in Germany, the
beer is much better and I visit lots of
neat places, like Greece and Italy,
with NATO AWACS. My new
address is Capt. James DeVa ney,
NATO AWACS PSC7 Box 348, APO
AE 09014. And yes, it is through the
U.S . postal system. " • Jeffrey B.
Keran, ME , is an independent sales
engineer for Sporlan Valve Co. and
lives in Cincinnati, Ohio . • Caroline
A. Manuel, Psyc.: ''I' m currently
working on an internship at
Behavioral Health Associates in St.
Rob ert, Mo. I hope to complete my
master's degree during 1997." •
Joseph M. Moses, CE: "Married
Cynthia J . (Black) Moses, CE '90.
I am working for Bucher, Willis &
Ratliff in Kansas City, Mo ., and
Cynthia is working for the Corps of
Engineers in Kansas City." • Anil K.
Nadella , MetE: "Wishing all in
U.S.A. a very happy new year. " •
Christine E. Ovanic, GGph :
"Jason , GeoE '87,MS MinE '90, and
I have finished graduate school at
Michigan Tech a nd now live in
Sullivan, Mo. I work at Unimin
Corp. in Pevely as th e QCI
environmental supervisor. Jason
works at Pea Ridge Iron Ore Co., in
Sullivan, as a mine engineer. " •
Gregg L. Sparks, CE: "I am
currently working in St. Clairsville,
O hio, as a project manager for RG
Brinkma nn Construction Co. We are
building a sh opping center for a St.
developer
and
Louis-based
spending long hours doi ng so. No
two days are the same though. " •
Michael R. Traver, Psyc.: "I was
promoted to income maintenance
supervisor I at DFS (the Division of
Family Services) on Nov. 1, 1996."

1992
James P. Fechter, ChE , is worki ng
for Titan Wheel International in
Quincy, III. , as an environmental
engineer. • John E. Goethe, AE,
MS AE'94: "Work for Boeing, with
and for UMR al umni on th e 737
next generation fu selage stress
analysis team ." • Gregory S ., MetE,
and Kimberly D. (Roper) Head,
ChE: "We are still livin g in th e
Chicago area. Gregory is currently a
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process quality engineer for National
Steel - Midwest Division , in Portage
Ind . We wou ld like to say hi to
everyone! " • Jacob P. Kovel , MS
EMg!: "Received Ph .D. in civil
engineering
(construction
management) from Georgia Tech on
Dec. 20 , 1996." • Ronald B.
Shankland, CE: "Having graduated
from th e Air Force Institute of
Technology with a master of science
degree in environmen tal engineering
and management, 1 am now the
environmental flight commander at
Spangdehlem AB, Germany." • Troi
N. Sachse, ME: "1 have designed a
new firearm for Remington . It is the
Model 700 ML in-line muzzle loading
rifle. It is now being sold across the
U.S . and Canada. " • George S .
Stewart, ChE: "1 am currently
getting
my
MBA
in
finance/operations from Washington
University. "

1993
Scott C. Biermann, CSci: "I'm
finishing my fi rst year at the John
Olin
School
of
Business
at
Washington University, pursuing a
dual master 's degree in business and
information
management. "
Thomas C. Brown , EMg!: "I was
married to Jennifer Sandler on Oct.
5 , 1996. At th e first of February we
moved to Grapevine, Texas, where 1
am the southwest regional technical
manager for Brewer Science Inc. I
have worked at Brewer Science,
which is located in Rolla , Mo., since
graduation . (Yes, I couldn 't get away
from Rolla!)
Brewer Science is
involved in the semiconductor
industry and I invite other a lumni
also in volved to contact me. My
address is 2300 Grayson Dr., Apt.
#542 , Grapevine, Texas 76051.
Phone # 8 17-25 1-2598 . • John R.
Lot.z, ME , married Cathy Vaughan
on Dec. 28, 1996. • Robert R.
McKechnie , EMgt: "Project e ngineer
for Ra yth eon. Earning M.S. at
Embry-Riddle UniverSity , nights and
weekends. Just returned from trip to
Budapest, Hungary; Venice, Italy;
and Innsbruck, Austria. (Never found
European equivalent of 'Alice! ' ). " •
Jeffrey R . Schm itt, EE , recently
received the Navy a nd Marine Corps
Achievement
Medal.
He
was
recognized for superior performance
of duty while serving aboard the
submarine
USS
Ph oenix,
homeported in Norfolk, Va . • Laura
A. Vrab le, CerE , married Do na ld T.
Lowe II o n Sept. 28, 1996. Th ey live
in Cincinnati, Ohio .

SlIml11er 1997

1995
J effr ey C. Fugate, NucE: "Working
prevention
company
for
loss
inspecting industrial plants and
offices. " • Jill S . McKe nn a , ChE:
"No news is good news! " • J effrey P.
Schroeder , P hys. , BSMath '95: "I
had a great time recruiting for
Hughes a t the spring career fair, and
my life is conSiderably more exciting
since the birth of my son ."

GEORGE
KARR ON
MISSION IN
THE

1996

PHILIPPINES
Ro lla dentist G eo rge
Karr , LSci '92 , has seen
plenty of cavities and
abscessed teeth during
his Mercy Ships mission
to the Philippines.
In a Jan. 6 letter to the
Rolla Daily News , Karr reported his arr iva l in Naga C ity , in the
state of Luzon , th e Philippines. "We are now in our ou treach ,"
he wrote. "Twelve adults are living in one house. We have four
bedrooms, a family roo m / kitchen and one to ilet. Water flows in
th e pipes fro m 3 p.m.-7 a.m . We fill a water drum and h ave a
bucket with wh ich to flush throughout the day. T here is no
shower or bathtub . L ast n ight they 'forgot ' to turn on the water
on th is s treet. "
At their first "tooth -brushing clinic," Karr and his group
brushed the teeth o f 150 child ren w ith a concentrated fluoride
cream to help protect the children 's teeth from dental decay for
up to a year. "Th en we gave each ch ild his or her very ow n
toothbrush. We had a crew of eight tooth-brush ing tech nicia ns ,
two in 'central supply,' two translators , one dentist and three
clowns doi ng crowd con trol. Th ere were 1,500 hom es in the
town but no d e ntist. I saw man y cavities a n d lots of abscessed
teeth but not even one filling. "

1994
Anthony L. Edwards , CSci , and
Amy M . Hansen, MetE , were
married on Aug. 17, 1996. Amy is
now a process engineer at Olin Corp.
and is close to finishing her MBA. He
is a software engineer at Flight Safety
Internatio nal. • Brian M ., ME, a nd
Melissa L. Himstedt, CSci , were
presenters at a residential educational
seminar held at UMR. • Duane E .
Lowe, ChE, married Nicole T. Armaly
on June 1 , 1996. She attends the
UniverSity of Missouri-Columbia
School of Medicine and exp ects to
graduate in May 1997. H e is
employed by Olin-Wincheste r in East
Alton , Ill. After a honeymoon to
Jama ica , they live in St. Louis. •

C hristian A. Matt, EE , was married
to Sarah L. Price , on July 6 , 1996.
Christian is employed at Motorola ,
Fort Worth , Texas, and Sarah is
employed as a sixth grade teacher.
After a honeymoon to Hawaii, they
reside in Fort Worth . • Carri e Sachs,
EMgt, has left Edward D. Jones Co.
to pursue interests in Los Angeles,
Calif. · Brian K. Verman, Econ:
"Currently working as a bank
examin er for State of Missouri ." •
Victoria L. Wallis, NucO , MS
EMgt'95 , was a presenter for a
residential education seminar at
UMR. • John I. Withworth , CE :
"New job! Project engineer for Fru Con Construction ."

Aaron L. Buie, ME : " I am worki ng
as a structural design engineer for the
Boeing Commercial Airplane Group
in Wichita, Kan. " • Paul V. Craven,
CSci , is working for CE software in
West Des MOines, Iowa " • Jodie M .
Courtin , EE, joined MAGN UM
Technologies Inc. corporate office on
Jan. 6, 1997, as engineer I. • Jeffrey
L. Ewens , ME: "I greatly value the
education I received at UMR. It has
prepared me to excel in any task
required of me. UMR is an
outstanding educational institution ."
. Troy A. Peterson , ME, and Mindy
M . Richardson , EMgt'96, were
married on March 15, 1996. She is
employed at Ernst & Young LLP in
St. Louis , and he is employed a t
McDonnell Douglas . • Richard J .
Piepho , EMgt, was a presenter for a
residential education seminar held at
UMR. • Jed Jeffrey SchaertI, EMgt:
"I am working for the 307th engineer
battalion, 8 2nd Airborne Division ,
Fort Bragg, NC 28307 ." • Kevin L.
Sitton , EE , has joined MAGNUM
Technologies Inc. as an engineer II. •
Richard S . Tokar, ME , join ed
MAGNUM
Technologies
Inc. 's
corporate office o n J an. 13, 1997 , as
e ngineer I. • J efferey A. Winslow,
Nu cE, received his commission as a
naval officer after completing Officer
Candidate
School
(OCS)
in
Pe nsacola, Fla.

Memorials
1923
David J . Finch tl982 . Mrs. David
(Florence ) Finch t Dec. 13, 1995

1933
George N. Schwartz's,
ChE,
death
was
reported to UMR in
November 1996.

1934
James H. Galloway
Jr. ' s, ME, death was
reported to UMR in
January 1997.

Raese W. Simpson, EE , was retired
from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. While attending MSMUMR. Raese was a member of Sigma
Nu , MSM Band, Rol/amo Board and
Senior Council. t Jan. 31 , 1997.

1935
Lester H. Green ' s , EE,
dea th was reported to
UMR in August 1996.

1937
John
J.
Sheppard,
MinE, was retired from
Ralph M. Parsons Co.
While attending MSMUMR, he was a member
of MSM Band, MSM
Glee Club , St. Pat's Board and Alpha
Lambda Tau . He and his Wife ,
Maxine, were living in SI. Cloud, Fla.
toct. 8, 1996.

Robert H. Smith, ChE,
served in the U.S. Army
Air Force during World
War II. His career was in
flying, being one of the
first air traffic controllers
for
the
Federal
Aviation
Administration.
He
later
left
government employment to work for
the
airlines
(Air Transport
Association). In 1980 he retired, and
he and his wife returned to Rolla.
While attending MSM-UMR, Robert
was a member of S igma Nu , MSM
Band and intramural sports. t Dec.
15, 1996.

1936
Byron E. Peebles, MinE ,
was a retired general in
the U.S . Army. He was a
member of Sigma Nu
Fraternity, Tau Beta Pi ,
Officers
Club
and
ROTC. He was a native of Dayton ,
Ohio. As an engin eer he served as
part of the management group that
was responsible for the construction
of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge
Tunnel. While living in St. Louis ,
following World War II, he was active
in Rotary Club of St. Louis, serving as
its president in the early 1960s. His
wife, Mary Virginia Peebles, preceded
him in death. t Dec. 3 , 1996.

t

~

.......,.".......,..,.. Robert A. Isringhaus ' ,
ChE ,
death
was
reported to UMR in
January 1997.

1943
Cynthiarose I. (Davis) Sanders' ,
Chem , death was reported to UMR in
December 1996.

1939
Roy G. Brown , ME,
was retired from Brown
& Grist. While attending
MSM-UMR, Roy was a
member of Lambda Chi
Alpha , Blue Key, the
finance chairman for the St. Pat's
Board and a student assistant. He
and his wife , Peggy, were living in
Newport News, Va. tDec. 9, 1996

Fred N. Taylor , ME , and
his wife, Elizabeth , were
living in Olive Branch,
Miss. Fred was retired
the Fluor Corp.
attending MSMUMR , he was a member of S.A.E.,
A.S.M.E. and on the honor list. tFeb.
9, 1997.

1942
Fritiof
" Fritz" M.
Bloomberg,
MinE,
was
retired
as
vice
president
of
production and engin eering at Riceland
Foods, Stuttgart, Ark. While attending
MSM-UMR, he was a member of the
Tech Club and Phi Kappa Phi. He
and his wife, Dorothy, were living in
Tonaganozie, Kan. t Oct. 31 , 1996.

1952

1949

1947
J.B. Black , ME , was retired from
MSC Inc. He and his wife, Zelda,
were living in Jackson , Miss. tNov.
8, 1996
Roy V. Denton , ChE, was retired
from Phillips Petroleum Co. While
attending MSM-UMR, he was a
member of Sigma Pi, Alpha Chi
Sigma, AIC hE, Engineers Club,
honor list and Phi Kappa Phi. Roy
was a resident of Bartlesville, Okla.
tJan. 5, 1997
Philip D. Johnson , MinE , went to
work in Butte, Mont. , after graduation
to work for the Anaconda Copper
Mining Co. in the mining engineering
department. He later worked in the
mining industry in Arizona, l11inois
and New York. He returned to Rice,
Wash ., in 1952 when he joined his
family 's dairy and farming operation.
Philip went to work fo r the Stevens
County Road Department part-time
in 1957 and was later appointed
county road engineer a nd then
named director of public works. He
obtained his civil engineer's license in
1960 and his land surveyor's license
in 1965. He retired in 1982. While
attending MSM-UMR, he was a
member of the Student Council,
Engineers Club , AIME, Theta Tau
and was on the honor list. He
received th e Tau Beta Phi and Phi
Kappa Phi Award. Philip and his wife,
LOUise , lived in Colville, Wash. tJan .
10, 1997.
Gaylord C. Pitts , MinE, lived in
Franklin, Ind. , with his wife , Kathryn.
tDec. 22 , 1976

Fred G. Koenig's , ChE , death was
reported to UMR in January 1997.
Robert J . Yochum , CE , tJanuary
1997

1950

a
Tennessee. I
World War II
was captured
Gennany. V.
UMR, Arthu
Jackling Terra
Council, lnde
was living in
with h~ wife,

Theodore E. Boyd Jr.'s , ME, death
was reported to UMR in January
1997.
John F. Delaney , MinE , MetE '55,
had served in the U.S. Navy during
World War II. He was a retired
process engineer at Morrison
Knudsen Corp. , and became a
recognized authority in his field.
While attending MSM-UMR, he was
a member of Sigma Gamma Epsilon ,
AIME, and Scholarship Honor List.
John lived in Boise, Idaho, with his
wife, Catherine. tDec. 5, 1996.

1953

n

Glenn K. Duncil, EE,
was retired from Perliter
and Ingalsbe as a design
electric engineer. While
attending MSM-UMR, he
was a member of MSPE,
was on the honor list and worked as
a student assistant. He lived in
Hillsboro, III. tSept. 29, 1996

Cleanvater, F1
en~neer and I
iNov. 2, 199(

John F. Hernan , ChE,
retired after 41 years with
United States Gypsum Co.
as director of regulatory
compliance programs. He
was a veteran of World War II , having
served in the U.S . Army. While
attending MSM-UMR, he was a
member of AlEE ., Jackling Terrace
Council, Independents and Tech
Coop. Club. tNov. 25 , 1996.

1958

1957

James Fin(

reported to U
iApnll.19

1961

Edward S . Osetke , MinE,
tSept. 12, 1996

1948
Floyd A. Ellison , GGph , was a
retired petroleum geologist. While
attending MSM-UMR , he was a
member of the geology departm ent.
He lived in Fredericksburg, Texas,
with his wife, Libby. t Nov. 3 , 1996

date of death

82
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A. ISringhaus'
death wa;
to UMR in
1997.

1965

Arthur D. Lewis, EE,
had worked as an
electrical engineer in St.
Louis and later for TPI
and as an energy auditor
at the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville. He was a
World War II Air Force veteran who
was captured and held as a POW in
Germany. While attending MSMUMR , Arthur was a member of
Jackling Terrace Council, MSM Dorm
Council, Independents and AlEE. He
was living in Johnson City, Tenn.,
with his wife, Helen. t Dec. 6, 1996.

Vadie G. Sisk , ME ,
began his 30-year career
with United Airlines after
graduating from UMR
and progressed through
the ranks with his most
recent position being captain on the
Boeing 767 aircraft. While attending
MSM-UMR, Vadie was a member of
SAE and ASME. He lived in Lake
Geneva, Wis. , with his wife , Donna.
t Feb. 7, 1997.
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Friends:

1952

Robert W. Phillips ',
ChE,
death was
reported to UMR.

1968
Emmett Cain 's death was reported
to UMR.

1982
Barbara A. (Sucic) Hayden , Psyc,
lived in San Diego, Calif. , with her
husband, John. t Jan. 6, 1997

1953

1986

-'2Je~"""

Louis A. Schaefer II ,
CE, was a member of
Kappa Alpha fraternity ,
Engineers Club, and
ASCE. In 1972, he
..... . , ...... moved from St. LouiS to
Clearwater, Fla. , where he was a civil
engineer and lived with his wife, Jean.
tNov. 2, 1996

1957
James Finch Jr.'s death was
reported to UMR in February 1997.
t Aprill , 1988

1958
~"• • Paul

T. Goin , MetE,
tDec. 30, 1996

1961
R. Harve Wiethop's,
CE, death was reported
to UMR in December
1996. t April 1996

. Oseti<e, MinE,
1996

Slimmer 1997

Bryan T. Maser, ME,
toct. 26, 1990.

Harold Q Fuller taught at the
University of Illinois and Illinois
College from 1932-1938, and then
went to the physics department at
Albion College in Albion, Mich.
During World War II , he joined the
Manhattan Project and worked on
the project that resulted in the
atomic bomb. In 1947 he became
chairman-elect of the physics
department at MSM-UMR. He
served as chairman of the physics
department from 1948 to 1970.
From 1970 to 1973, he served as
the first dean of the UMR College of
Arts and Sciences. In 1973, he
returned to teaching physics until his
mandatory retirement at the age of
70 in 1977. Harold lived in Rolla
with his wife, Nellie. ·[Nov. 30,
1996.

Marilyn Jones , wife of James H.
Jones, ChE'71, tJ un e 30, 1995.
Bernice Leber, wife of Phil Leber,
MinE '40.
Marianne M. Owsley, wife of
Edward Owsley, +Jan. 29, 1997.
Catherine Rogger , wife of Wilbert
R. Rogger, MSEMgt'72.
Angela Roepke , wife of Robert P
Roepke, MetE'40.
Martha Shomaker, wife of VL.
Shomaker.
Jessmin Tao, wife of Frank F. Tao,
PhDChE'64.

Mrs. John D. Black, also known as
Mary Imogene McCrae II , St. Pat's
Queen of 1939, was the daughter of
Roe F. McCrae, Chem'09, the sister
of Fletcher T McCrae, MinE '38, and
niece of Mary I McCrae Anderson ,
St. Pat's Queen of 1916, aunt of
Robert F. McCrae, EE'68. t May 27,
1996.

UMR alumnus dies in plane crash
Dr. James J . Scott, ME '50, age 68, and another Rolla man , Paul E. Mohr,
58, died in a small-plane crash around 8 p.m. Friday, April 11 , near the Rolla
National Airport at Vichy, Mo. A third man , Scott's son-in-law, Brian Castle,
48, also was injured in the accident, but is expected to recover.
Dense fog limited th e visibility to 25 feet , according to news reports.
Scott, the pilot, was a former UMR faculty memb er and an entrepre neur,
who was featured in the special e ntrepreneur edition of the MSM-UMR
Alum nus magazine. Scott invented a fric tion stabilizer roof bolt to support roofs
in mines. He received a patent for th e bolt, and it became the basis for Scott
Mine Technical Services (MTS) Inc., which markets th e device and oth er min e
roof-control fixtures.
Scott also had received patents for an anchor system called Dyna -Rok and
a cable bolt system . He also invented a truss system tha t uses cables a nd multi-cable bolts to shore up
underground mines. Scott and his wife, In ge, also were partn ers with Bill (Inge Scott's son) and Kim
Kulinski in the new NAPA Auto Parts store in Rolla. He also was in volved in real estate, subdivision
development and home building.
Scott passed the entrepreneur ia l spirit on to his ch ildren. On e of hi s daugh ters, Debbie, is a Rolla
realtor who is married to Brian Castle, th e current president of S cott MTS. Scott's other daughters and
sons-in-law are Wendy, Hist '75, and John Carter, GeoE 'n , of Viburnum , Mo.; Amy and Philip Sansotta
Jr. , Psyc'73, of BOise, Idaho; and Polly Sue Scott-Showalter, GeoE '83, and Eric Showalter of Blacksburg,
Va. His son Matthew Scott lives in Rolla. The ch ildren 's mo th er, Edna , preceded Scott in death in May
1995.
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ALUMNI.~SECTIONS -----------------Ark-la -lex Section
Winter Meeting
Section president
Gene Rand '62
7700 Lovers Lane
Longview. TX 75604-2807
(903) 759-7667
The winter meeting of the
Ark-La-Tex section was held on
Jan. 25, 1997, in Vicksburg,
Miss. The day 's activities began
with a tour of the Cedar Grove
Mansion and Inn located in the
historic area in down town
Vicksburg. A total of 23 section
members and guests toured the
1840 's Greek Revival Mansion
and were treated to a rich history
of this home and Vicksburg.
Followin g the mansion tour the
group toured the C ivi l War
battleship, Ca iro. The Union
ship Cairo was sunk by the
Confederates in the Yazoo River
in
1862
and
remain ed
submerged until it was recovered
in 1964. The restored remains of
the Cairo and th e adjacen t
museum contain ing numerous
Civil War artifacts recovered with
the ship provided an interesting
look at life during the Civil War.
Following the tours , 25
membe rs and guests met at the
hom e of Don '70 and Ann
Simpson for socializing and
attitude adjustment. The group
then reconvened at Maxwell 's

Central Ozarks Section
Champagne Brunc h

Restaurant for a dinner meeting.
An outstanding dinner o f prime
rib and grill ed chicken was
served.
The win ter meeting activities
were concluded the next day
with a Sunday brunch attended
by 19 section members and
guests hosted by Walt '65 and
Ann Mulyca at their home in
Delhi, La.
Alumni in attendance included
Phil Browning '48, Ed Casleton '92,
Elmond Claridge '39, '41 , Kenn y
Cochran '83, Clydelle Compton
(Basil '39), Ernie Green '70, John
Livingston '39, John Moscari Jr. '51 ,
Walt Mulyca '65, Jerry Poland '82,
Gene Rand '62, Warren Rutz '50,
and Don Simpson '75. (Submitted
by Ke nny Cochran '83)

Central Ozarks Section
Champagne Brunch
Section president
Dennis McGee '69
HCR 82, Box 445
Bixby, MO 65439

(573) 626-4422
Twenty-five
alumni
and
guests
faired
sub -zero
temperatures
to
attend
a
champagne brunch a t Fort
Leonard Wood , Mo. After a feast
of food and drink, section
presiden t Dennis McGee '69
held a short business meeting.
Mark Premont, MS EngMgt '78,
of the FLW Base Realignment

Left to right: Max Ethridge, '70, Mark Premont, '78,
Merrill Stevens, '83, '88, and Dennis McGee, '69.
and Closure (BRAC) Office,
presented an overview of the
socioeconomic and environmental im pacts of th e $200
million construction projects
currently starti ng up at FLW
military installation.
Merrill S tevens, GeoE '83 ,
'88, was presented the Ce ntral
Section
Frank
H.
Ozarks
Mackaman Volunteer S ervice
Award for outstanding service to
the section.
The section 's next meeting
will be a tour of th e Briggs &
Stratton Corp. fa Cility in Rolla ,

Colorado Section
Above: Colorado Section members enjoyed dinner toge/her on Dec. 30, and laler
wa tched /he Lady Min er 's basketball/earn play th e Lady Oredigge rs of /h e Colorado
School of Mines.

with din ner at Jessie James
Hideout to follow.
Th ose present were Dan '90 &
Loretta Paulson, Merrill Ste vens '83,
'88, Ma x '70 & Martha Ethridge,
Gary '60, '66 & Barbara Patte rson ,
Dennis '69 & Jud y McG ee, Harold
(Butch) '66 & Joyce Fi ebelman ,
John Alle n '42, Gary '78 & JoA nne
Taggart, Mark '79 & A nne Pre mont,
Lindsay Bagnall '76, John Smith
'5 1, Jack Pain te r '50, Betty Eyberg,
Bob '40 & Connie Klug, Don &
Nancy Brackh ahn, and Julie Turle y.
(S ubm itted by Merrill S te ve ns '83 ,
'88)

Chicago Section
St. Pat's Party
Section president
Robert M. Saxer '67
704 East Cedar Ave.
St. Charles, IL 60774
(630) 584-0548
Th e Ch icago section had an
excell ent turnout o f 45 Chicago
area MS MJUMR alumni for what
has beco me a well -atte nded
annual event. Th e group met in
a suburba n resta ura nt Sa turday ,
March 22, a nd enjoyed a
delightful evenin g o f salads,
pizzas, a nd gree n beers. Th e
group consisted of 25 "regulars "
from yea rs past a nd more tha n
20 recent gra duates wh o had not
met with the section previously.
This seems to in dicate a trend of
re newed sc hool spirit in recent
UMR gra ds a nd th e section is
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proud to welcome them to the
ranks of a busy and active
Chicago alumni section. Don
and Nancy Brackhahn from the
UMR alumni office were also
present to share in the fun.
A short business meeting was
held
during
which
Don
Brackhahn gave an interesting
report on the current UMR
student body, the real St. Pat's
party festivities at UMR the prior
weekend, Chancellor Park,
athletics, and various department
accomplishments,
A White Elephant drawing
which raised over $125 was held
to fund the section 's annual
Freshman Sendoff Picnic for
new UMR students and th eir
parents. The drawing is always a
lot of fun , with several items
suffering annual recycling. One
favorite is a UMR logo clock
which
just returned
after
spending six years in residence
with one of the Chicago alumni.
Th e Chicago section was also
honored to have two UMR
mining engineer graduates, Dick
Phelps '68 and Mike Dunn '72.
Mike, general superintendent of
the Conoco-Western Stone Co.
in North Aurora, III., where deep
shaft dolomite limestone is
mined, gave an elegant technical
explanation to accompany his
gift to the White Elephant
drawing of a beautiful geode
from this mine.
Mike 's
presentation was an excellent
cap to a great evening.
(Submitted by Bob Saxer '61)

Dallas/Fort Worth
Section Dinner with
Chancellor and Mrs. Park
Section co-presidents
Stephen Puljak '92 and
Stephanie Puijak '92
418 Castlewood Drive
Garland, TX 75040-1150
(214) 276-9921
The Dallas/Fort Worth section
held a cocktail/dinn er reception
with Chancellor John T and
Dorcas Park on Jan. 24, 1997.
The well attended event was held
at Vincen t's Restaurant in North
Stili/mer 1997

AR.OU'ND TH:E C'OUNTRY
UPCOMING MINER ALUMNI EVENTS
June
7
14
14
28

28

Miner Music Section Picnic, St. Louis, Mo.
-Debbie Skaggs '90, 314-940-9478 (H)
West Texas Section Baseball Game, Midland, Texas
-Mike Party '78, 915-694-9787 (H)
Heartland Section Fish Fry, Cave-In-Rock, III.
-Frank Conci '54, 618-438-5261 (H)
St. Louis Section Golf Tournament, Hawk Ridge Golf Course,
Lake St. Louis, Mo.
-Phil Jozwiak '66, 314-878-1285 (H)
Kansas City Section Picnic, Kansas City, Mo.
-Joe Reichert '59, 816-361-9147 (H)

July
3
19
26
26

St. Louis Section Cardinal Baseball Game, St. Louis, Mo.
-Kelley Thomas '91, 314-966-7505 (H)
Ark-La-Tex Section Summer Meeting, Shreveport, La.
-Gene Rand '62, 903-759-1661 (H)
Kansas City Section IMAX/Zoo Tour/Lunch, Kansas City, Mo.
-Joe Reichert '59,816-361-9147 (H)
Chicago Section Freshman Send-Off Picnic, Oswego, III.
-Bob Wilson '62, 630-554-1461 (H)

August
21

Kansas City Section Royals Baseball Night, Kansas City, Mo.
-Joe Reichert '59, 816-361-9147 (H)

FUTURE DATES FOR HOMECOMING:
October 10-11 , 1997
October 2-3, 1998*
October 1-2, 1999*
October 6-7, 2000*
"Tentative
TBA -To Be Announced

Jl,

ALUMNI~SECTIONS -----------------Dallas. A group of 45 alumni ,
current students' pare nts, and
guests dined on prime rib ,
flounder steak, and chicken.
Alumni attending ranged from
the classes of 1942 through
1996. Dr. Park spoke abou t the
state of the campus, the quality of
incoming students, and new
programs and projects at UMR.
Keep your eye out for future
events, including our annual
picnic in June.
Alumni prese nt were Dawn Major
'95, Warren Unk '91 , Larry Cain '60,
Gary Havener '62, Robert Keiser
'65 , R.M. Brackbill '42, E.H.
Barsachs '50, '51 , Betty Ellsworth
Ungerman '80, Jim Chaney '82,
William J . Chalko, Jeni Binder '96,
Tom Dancey '95, Joe S epulveda '81,

Robe rt P Schafe r '52, David
Leonard, David Witt '93, '95, Glenn
W Brand '83, John A. Johnso n '96,
Ken Link '68, Jeff Koch '85, William
H . Wescoat 11/ '60, Mike Cook '71 ,
Steve Puljak '92, and Ste phanie
Puljak '92. (Submitted by Steve
Pu/jak '92)

Georgia Section
Christmas Party
Section president
David R. Ziegler '85
1531 Huntington Drive
Marietta, GA 30066-5907
(770) 425-0971
On Dec. 10, 1996, the
Georgia
alumni
section
celebrated the holiday season in
style at the home of Dan '72 and

Laura DeReimer, who prepared
a wonderful dinner for the
section.
The DeReimers have a
beautiful home and the section
was welcomed with delicious
appetizers, pasta, spi nach salad,
wine, and tasty desserts. Though
the new year is more than
underway the section wishes
everyone a wonderful new year
and hopes th e holidays were
happy for one and all.
Those attending included Jerry
'89 & Julie '90 Smith, George W '61
& Barbara Leek, Xuewen Tang '96,
Bryan '96 & Khara Tidd, Dan '72 &
Laura DeRiemer, David '85, '87 &
Myra Ziegler, EJ. '49 & Norma
Siracusa, K.J. Salah '91 , Mindy M.

Gardner '95, Nick G. Demendoza
'80, and Kim Winkeler '88.
(Submitted by Mindy M. Gardner
'95)

Georgia Section
St. Patrick's Celebration
Section president
David R. Ziegler '85
1537 Huntington Drive
Marietta. GA 30066·5907
(770) 425·0971
On March 16, 1997, the
Georgia alumni section held the
"Best Ever" SI. Pat's Celebration
this year at the Cherokee
Brewing Co. in the trendy
Buckhead area of Atlanta, Ga.
The section was happy to have
22 MSM/UMR graduates and
their
families
together
to
celebrate the holiday. There was
a variety of SI. Pat's sweatshirts
- including 198 1 through 1995.
Everyone enjoyed sampling the
brewing company's different
beers a nd dinn er as well.
Those attending included David
'85, '87 & Myra Ziegler, John '85 &
Beth Burgess, James E. Brown '78,
Brent Babyak '84, Mindy M.
Gardner '95, David Baginski '82,
Robert V Milton '43, Eric '80 &
Pamela Schmidt, George W '61 &
Ba rbara Leck, Julie '90 & Jerry '89
Smith , Kim Winkele r '88, Jim '81 &
Kim Roberts, Dave '75 & Julie
Beem, Emest '49 & Normalee
Siracusa, and some of the alumni 's
children joined in the celebration.
(Submitted by Mindy M. Gardner
'95)
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Heartland Section
St. Pat's Meeting
Above: A group of
"early birds " stopped
by to visit the St. Pat's
reception held at the
alumni office. Right:
(left to right) Norman
Tucker '40, Mike Gross
'88, Don Brackhahn,
Armin Tucker '40,
Da ve Bernhard '92,
and Bill Anderson j oin
in the fu n.

Section president
Frank B. Conei '54
308 Bailev Lane
RI. 4. Box 72
Benton, IL 62812
(618) 438-5261
Th e spring SI. Pat's meeting
of the Heartland section was held
on March 22 , 1997. The noon
meeting began with "hospitality
and attitude adjustment hour" at
the Grecian Family Steakhouse,
Paducah , Ky.
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The
section
members
approved the section scholarsh ip
guidelines and answered trivia
questions about the history of
MSM/UMR with door prizes
going to the winners.
At 12:30 p.m. the group of 18
section members and guests
enjoyed a lunch buffet at Grecian
Family Steakhouse.

Meeting attendance included
Frank '54 & Leona Conci, c.p
"Punch " '54 & 'Poo " Bennett, WHo
"Pappy " '54 & Clemie S tewart, Max
'54 & JoA nn Burgett, Lester '51 &
Joan Holcomb, HerbelT '43 & Jean
McColgin , Louis '61 & Cordelia
Jackson, Tom '78 & Liz Kohler, and
Gene
'53 &
A nn Edwards.
(Submitted by Gene EdwOl-ds '53)
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Above: the Houston Section cheers the Houston Aeros
hockey team on to victory over the Las Vegas Thunders.
Surnmer 1997

Houston Section
The Houston Aeros vs.
The Las Vegas Thunder
Hockey Game
Section president
Wayne A. Kotter '74
77935 Broken Bough
Houston, TX 77024-5052
(773) 932-7047
On Feb. 22, 1997, the
Houston section held its third
annua l group trip to a hockey
game at the Summit in Housto n.
Forty-three
alumn i,
family
members , and friends watched
the Houston Aeros skate to a 5-4
victory over the Las Vegas
Thunder. An added attractio n
was the performance of the
Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders
during intermission.
Door prizes were awarded
just after the second intermission.
Th e trip was hosted by Wayne
'58 and Betty Andreas.
Atte nding were Maria Speckhals
'96 , Mike Twiehaus '96, Tricia
Hudson '94, Brian Schneller '95,
Gerald R . '96 & Sh e rri Williams ,
Gary '91 & Jane '91 ElbelT, Douglas
'77, MaryA nn '79, Bradley, & Daniel
Fuchs, Loren Bridge '44, Pearl Vita ,
B ob '80, Lance, & A ndy McCann ,
Ron Greaud, Davie '81 & Robe rt
Gresko, Amy Gross '91, John
Learussa '88, Wayn e '74 & Dane
Kotte r, Charles Roitsch, Nicole Talbot
'77, Gary '73, '75 & Matthew Loud,

Awwad AI-Juhani, Jack '72 &
Brandon Higgins, Gary Pointer '63,
'65 & guest, Wayne '58 & Betty
Andreas, David Nadel '81, Robert
'60 & Connie Hodge, Daniel '89 &
Linda '88 Wright , Barbie Fronick,
Jayson Harris, and Dakota Campbell.
(Submitted by Wayne Andreas '58)

Houston Section
St. Pat's Party
Section president
Wayne A. Kotter '74
77935 Broken Bough
Houston, TX 77024-5052
(773) 932-7047
On Saturday, March 15 ,
1997, the MSM/UMR Alumni
Association Houston section held
its annual St. Pat's celebration.
Sixty-six
alumni,
family
members and fri ends enjoyed a
great Mexican buffet at Th e
Village Brewery. Alum ni took
advantage o f the opportunity to
rem inisce about th eir glory days
at MSM/UMR , and to meet other
alum ni a nd their famil ies.
Elections were held a nd door
prizes were awarded at the end
of th e eveni ng. Many tha nks to
Dan '89 and Linda '88 Wright for
hostin g this event.

Ailimni and guests attending
were Wali Alam '76, Rex Alford '40,
Wayn e '58 & Betty A ndreas, Nancy
Amold '79 & guest, Les Birbeck '50,
William Brune '73 & guest, Mike
Chaffin '81 , S cott Charpe ntier '76,

J),
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Kansas City Section
St. Pat's Party

Above, left to right: Erica Rimmer, Joe Reichert '59,
Dick Herndon '50 and Willy Schuman '55.
Jerry Cu rless '84 & guest, George
Donaldson '51 & guest , Jeff Duvall
'90 & guest, Ted Eicks '86, Stacey
Eicks '82, '87, L.D. Erickson '80 &
guest, Cedric Feaster (current UMR
student) & guest, Ron Ferry '51 &
guest, Mike Flannigan '81 & guest,
Kevin Hagan '80 & family , Dan
Hinkle '73, Vicki Joern '79, Dave
Jones '71 & guest, Curt ' 73, '80 &
Mary Killinger, Wayne '74 & Rebecca
Kotter, Rich Langenstein '87 & guest,
Susan Leach '80 & guest, Paul
Majors '96 & guest, Ed May '83, '95,
Mike McKinney ' 74 & guest, Bill
Merten '78 & guest, Ron Milligan '81
& guest, Mark Moran ' 77 & guest,
Dan Ponder '86, Rhett Rine hart '96 ,
Diane Schwalje '93 & guest Jim
Thompson '73 & guest, Nick Valenti
'81 , Richard Valenti '81, !-Iarry West
'59 & guest, and Dan '89 & Linda
'88 Wright . (Submitted by Diane
Schwalje '93)
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Kansas City Section
"Happy Hour" - Third
Wednesday of the month
at Fuzzy's South, Watts
Mills Center
Section president
Joseph F. Reichert '59
City of Kansas City, Missouri
474 E. 72 St. PWD 79th FI
Kansas City, MO 64706
(876) 274-2069
In the summer of 1995, the
Kansas City section officers were
brainstorming on ideas that
would provide a n opportunity for
loca l alumni to gather and
network o n a scheduled basis
with minimal arrangements to be
made. The concept of a monthly
Ho ur "
at
an
"Happy
establishment that offered food
and liquid refreshments big
enough to accommoda te our

group was suggested by Charles
Fugate '90. The first Kansas City
Section "Happy Hour" was
scheduled for September 1995
and has contin ued monthly since
that time. Two changes have
been made to the original
concept to further interest
alumni. Beginning in September
1996 a prominent local alumni is
featured as a guest each month
and in January 1997 the section
settled on one location instead of
rotating around th e metropolitan
area.
The results have been
interesting. Attendance has been
as high as 30 and as low as
10, but each month the
"Happy Hour" has provided
opportunities for networking.
Employment leads, identifying
contacts within th e community,
sharing information on fellow
alumni, and the general topics of
discussion over a course o f an
evening make each occasion a
stand-alone event.
Attendees in the last three months
have included Nancey Drissel Spaith
'72, Doug Schieszer '94, Henry
Panzer '60, Willy Schuman '55,
Roger McClous '75, Harry Beyer '69,
Bill Zaner '74, John Frerking '87,
Kim Hoffineister '90, Bruce Johnson
'90, Ron Pfeiffer '77, Rebecca Fiechtl
'95 , Jim Fiechtl '96, Michael May
'85 , Sean Baird '95, Frank Bader
'66, Wayne Sm ith '71 , Kent Erickson
'86, Gary Fouts '67, and Lisa
Erickson '89. (Submitted by Joe
Reichert '59)

Kansas City Section
St. Patrick's Observance
Section president
Joseph F. Reichert '59
City of Kansas City, Missouri
474 E. 72 SI. PWD 79th FI
Kansas City, MO 64706
(876) 274-2069
The Kansas City section met
on March 8 , 1997 , at th e Saint
Ann 's Church hall in Prairie
Village, Kan. to commemorate its
third
ann ual
St.
Patrick 's
observan ce.
Nineteen alumni
and 14 guests and spouses were
present to partake in a corn beef

and cabbage dinner. Don and
Nancy Brackhahn joined in the
evening's festivities and shared
with us the current campus
events including the most recent
changes in the St. Pat's
ceremonies.
Attendance and door prize
drawings were conducted. Bill
Herndon '50 and Mike Towle '96
were recognized as the oldest and
youngest classes represented.
Mary Donnegan O 'Neil Reichert
(Joe 's wife) was recognized for
the wearing of the most green. It
was the green socks that made
the difference.
Alumni in attendance were M.
Drew Rimmer '92, Jack Stewart '56,
John Frerking '87, Cliff Tanquary
'57, Bill Park '53, Bill Herndon '50,
Dick Herndon '56, Cathy Irvin '95 ,
Travis Irvin '95, Larry Gilmartin '64,
Sam Otto '82, Willy Schuman '55 ,
Joe Reichert '59, Craig Borgmeyer
'88, Lucien Bolon '59, Greg Hicks
'76 , '80, Doug Schieszer '94, and
Mike Towle '96. Thank you to Cathy
and Travis Irvin for taking care of all
the
arrangements
including
decorations .
(Submitted by Joe
Reichert '59)

MarylandNirginia/DC
Section St. Pat's Party
Section president
Robert J. Scanlon 73
2408 Honeystone Way
Brookeville, MD 20833
(307) 570-8070
On Saturday, March 15,
1997, the spirit of St. Pa t's was
kindled among a faithful band of
MSM/UMR
graduates
who
gathered at th e home of section
president Bob Scanlon in
Brookeville, Md.
This was the first sectio n St.
Pat's party for quite some time in
the D. C. area (at least as far as
we ca n tell) and the second event
for the section which was newly
reorganized and rejuvenated in
th e past year.
Earl Biermann '43 easily won
the prize for the oldest 51. Pat's
paraphernalia when he produced
an authentic St. Pat's certificate
from 1941 (wow!).
Charlie
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Oklahoma Section Event
McGrady
'67
and
J ohn
Cummings '74 gave th e party an
additional authentic air by
wearin g their St. Pat's Board
jackets.
The group , which consisted of
an interesti ng cross-section of
D.C. area veterans and relative
newcomers, enjoyed swapping
St. Pat's stories and getting
acquainted with each other.
Midway through the event,
Bob
Scanlon
welcomed
everyone and briefly outlined the
section
activities
a nd
organizational efforts over th e last
year. Th e section has set out
three objectives for the year:
1. Win the Phoenix Award
as the most improved alumni
section.
2. Hold three section events
over the August ' 96 - July '97
time frame.
3. Award a section scholarship.
Bob thanked Tom Fennessey
'78, altho ugh he wasn 't in
attendance,
who has just
accepted a position in Jefferson
City, Mo. , for his service as
secretary of the section.
All in all, it was a very
enjoyable a nd successful event l
Th ose in atten dance seemed to
not only enjoy the day bu t look
forward to the next section event
in th e spring. We look forward to
meeting more of the 700 +
MSM/UMR graduates in the
MarylandN irginia/DC area at our
next event.
The
alumni
and
spouses
attending the euent included Ea rl '43
& Olga Biermann, Wilbur '60 &
Sharon McBay, Douglas '63 &
Sandra Hughes, C harles '67 & Sal
McGrady, J. Edwin '71 & Catherine
72 Henson , Bob '73 & Jan et
Sca nlon, John '74 & Jan Cummings,
Steue '84 & Miriam Smith , Brian '90
& Kathy '91 Flaspohler, and Brian
'93 & Liana '96 Shanor. (Submitted
by Bob Scanlon 73)
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Group photo, top,from left: Glascockfamily, Shoemaker family, Hankinsonfamily,
Crocker family, Hachmuth family, Pahl family, Yochum family, Riley family, Bodenhamer
family and the Bridges family.
Above, left: Vernon McGhee '42 and LaVerne Yochum (wife of Kenneth Yochum '50)
discuss what to order at Dink's.
Above, right: Alumna Sandra (Hagni) Ostergren '78 and family.

Miner Music Section
Spring Meeting
Section president
Thomas H. Rogge '93
8358 Westbrooke Village Drive
Manchester, MO 63021-8917
(314) 230-9788
Some of th e Miner Music
section members in St. Louis
gathered at Randy '89 and
Debbie '90 Skaggs ' for a get together.
After th e holidays,
th ere was so much to do that th e
section did not get together again
until
the
sprin g meeting.
Unfortunately only a few were
able to attend, but those th at did,
wen t to th e musical afterwards.
South Pacific was very good, and
they all had a great tim e. Pla ns

for th e summer include a picnic
in Ju ne and a possible baseball
game in August or September.
Th e next meeting will be held
after the Homecoming football
game in th e choir room at
Castleman Hall. Hope to see
you then. (S ubmitted by Tom
Rogge '93)

Oklahoma Section
Bartlesville Alumni
Family Dinner
Section president
Lori Stapp Crocker '88
9318 South 94th East Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74133
(918) 254-5406
A great turn -o ut was the
high li ght of th e Bartlesv ill e area
MSM/UMR alumni fa mily dinn er
held in Bartlesville on Jan . 18 ,
1997. A little snow (enough to
cancel school J an. 16 a nd 17 )
didn 't stop the Bartlesville alum ni
from bringi ng th eir families out
for the best barbeque in the state l
Not even the celebration of
Bartlesville 's centennial stopped
our alumni from attendi ng,
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ALUMNI~SECTIONS -----------------though some ha d to leave early
to make th e concert scheduled
for tha t night.
Th e alumni
e njoyed a wonderful evenin g of
barbecue a nd good compan y I
The eve nt was pla nn ed by
O klahoma section president Lori
Stapp Croc ker '88, a Bartlesville
na ti ve who now lives in Tulsa.
The outstan ding tu rnout and the
success of the whole eve ning was
due to Risdo n (Hank) Hankinso n
'60 a nd his rem in ders a nd
perso na l invitations to th e
Bartlesville alumni.
Th e success of th e eve nin g is
a good indica to r o f th e support
Ba rtl esville alumni p rovide to
UMR. Several o f th e al umni
present have children who a tte nd
UMR.
Everyone
prese nt
ind icated th e ir interest in having
two or three regular events a year
for area a lumni.
Alum ni who attended with the ir
fam ilies or guests included Risd on
H an kin son '60, H en ry K. Ha ckm uth
'6 7, De nnis Glascock '79, Larry
Sh oemake r '76, S teve Bridges '74,
B o b Pahl '68, Ste ve n Bodenha m e r
'75 , Ke n ne th Yochu m '50, Ve rn o n
McGh ee '42, Richard Riley '70,
Sandra (H agni) Oste rgre n '78, and
L ori Sta pp C rocker '88. Thirty-one
people atte nded including spouses,
childre n, and guests. (Sub m itted by
L ori S tap p C ro cke r '88)

Oklahoma Section
Tulsa Oilers vs Oklahoma
City Blazers Hockey
Game
Section president
Lori Stapp Crocker '88
9318 South 94th East Ave.
Tu/sa, OK 74133
(918) 254-5406
Members of the Tulsa and
O klahoma City areas of the
sectio n
of
the
O kla homa
MS M/UMR Alumni Associa tion
got togeth er on Friday, Feb. 7, in
Tulsa, Okla. to cheer fo r th eir
Ce ntral Hoc key League teams,
th e Tulsa Oilers and the
O kla homa City Blazers . The
hockey eve nt began with a prega me wa rmup at the downtown
Do ubletree Hote l a nd then
at
the
Tulsa
continu ed
Co nvention Center, where the
hometown a lumni e njoyed a n
un expected 6- 1 Ice Oilers upset
o f the then -first place Blazers. A
total of 22 atte nded the eve nt
including, 12 alumni.
Th e
Okla hom a sectio n welco med
new me mbers Ed '43 a nd Lois
Bumps, who rece ntly moved to
the Guthri e, Okla. , area from
Wash ington state. The section
exte nds its a ppreciatio n a nd
th anks to Paul Tob ben '90 for his
assista nce with design a nd

Oklahoma Section
Hockey Event
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Oklahomc
Bill Engel
Phone-a-\
Above, back row,
left to right:
Barry Warren '85,
Amber Warren,
Courtney Warren,
Gary Warren '77,
Tony Crocker, Deb and
Ron '85 LaManque,
Front row, left to right: John '59 and Sylvia Bronson,
Ed '43 and Lois Bumps, Bob '76 and Wilma '78 Hillon
and Doli Jones '8 ],
Inset: Deb and Ron '85 LaManque enjoy th e hockey
game.

.....r~
. .·;·"·· ·,.;o-.
_

Bill Englehardt Phone-a-thon
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ATTENTION
SHUTTERBUGS!

Left: Jim Bertelsmeyer '66, the host of the Oklahoma
Section Phone-a-thon; and above, Bill Engelhardt '60the namesake of the phone-a-thon-hard at work talking
to alumni in the Tulsa area.
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Alumni present included Gary
'77 & Courtney (daughter) Warren ,
Bary '85 & Amber (daughter)
Warren , Tony & Lori '88 Stapp
Crocker, Ed '43 & Lois Bumps, Joe
& Doli '81 Jones, Bob '76 & Wilma
'78 Hilton, Ron '85 & Deb
LaManque, John '59 & Sylvia
Bronson , Bryan Schulze '93 &
Donna Low, Elizabeth Rutledge '94,
and Tom Sullivan '93. (Submitted
by and event coordinated by Bary
Warren '85)

Oklahoma Section St. Pat's Celebration

Oklahoma Section
Bill Engelhardt
Phone-a-thon

BroIiSOIl,

'78 Hiltoll

. hockey

-

Section president
Lori Stapp Crocker '88
9378 South 94th East Ave.
Tu/sa. OK 74733
(978) 254-5406
The annual Bill Engelhardt
Phone -a-th o n
with
the
MSM/UMR Oklahoma section
alumni board was held March 4 ,
1997.
Jim Bertelsmeyer '66
opened his offices at Heritage
Propane up to the board again
this year , and provided drinks
and snacks. His great hospitality
is always conducive to making
lots of phone calls!
Board members called all
Tulsa area alumni to remind
them of SI. Pat's, as well as
answer questions about the local
alumni section. Alumni were
also reminded that they could
designate gifts to the alumni
association for the Oklahoma
Section Scholarship.
Board
members noted which alumni
were coming and kept track of
wrong numbers to pass on to the
alumni office.
Alumni who attended included
Bill
Engelhardt
'60,
Jim
Bertelsmeyer '66, Lori Stapp
Crocker '88, Gary Hines '95, Keith
Strassner '79, and Bob Pennington
(Submitted by Lori Stapp
'88.
Crocker '88)
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Above, left to right: Jane and
Paul Tobben '90, Jeff '96
and Stephanie SeageJ; and
Bob Pennington '88.
Left: Cindy Bailey '90,
Ron LaManque '85 and
host Tom William '73.

Right, from left:
Karen Oscar,
Mary Vitali,
Joe Vitali' 59
and Steve
OSCat:
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Oklahoma Section
St. Pat's Celebration
Section president
Lori Stapp Crocker '88
9318 South 94th East Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74133
(918) 254-5406
The an nu al Tu lsa area SI.
Pat 's Party, hosted by Tom
Williams '73 , was held SI.
Paddy 's Day, March 17. Th e
celebra tion took place at the Full
Moon Cafe" in Tulsa fro m 5:30 7:30 p.m.
Lots of MSM/UMR graduates
sto pped by to talk and dri nk
green beer with their fe llow
alumn i.
They had alumni
ranging from 1941 to 1996! The
great
var iety
of
classes
represented is always a lot of
fun .
Many
thanks
to
loyal
alumnus Tom Willia ms '73 for
hosting the celebration again this
year , 1997 SI. Pat 's, th e best
ever!
Alumni who attended and filled
out a registration ca rd are Tom
Williams '73. Bill '60 & Celia
Engelhardt , Jim Bertelsmeyer '66,
Lori Sta pp Crocker '88, Gary '95 &
Nicole Hines . Bob Pennington '88.
Doug '91 & Leigh '92 Cordier,
Steve Thies '72, /I1r. and /I1rs. Gary
'73 Christopher, Joe '59 & /I101y
Vitali, Drake Clarke '94, Paul '90 &
Jane Tobben. Aaron & Elizabeth '94
Rutledge, Ron La/l1anque '85 ,
Chuck '88 & Amy Grbcich , Richard
Kosman '74. Sean Scott '90, Don
Falkingham '4 1, Roy '66 &
/110 rga ret Rice, Tom '93 & /I1aria
Sullivan , Brad Crutcher '82. Craig
'90 & Cind y '90 Bailey, Colin
Burstall '80, Charlie '64 & Laurie
Campb ell, Rick '86 & Gwynn
Caruth ers, Kevin Kriewall '82, Ke nin
Hann e man
'87, Jeff
'96 &
Stephanie Seager, Jeff '88 & Tina
/I1orton . Paul '92 & Sandi '94
Kust erer, R ich Brown '83. and Doug
'93 & Je nnifer Bonne r. (Submitted
by LOli Stapp Crocker '88)
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MSM-UMR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LOCAL SECTIONS
Alaska
Ark·la-Tex
Central Ozarks
Chicago
Colorado
Dallas/Fort Worth
Georgia
Heartland
Houston
Kansas City
Lincolnland
McDonnell Douglas
Miami
Miner Music
New Orleans
Northeast Ohio
Northem Alabama
Oklahoma
Pacific Northwest
SI. loUiS
Southern California
Springfield, Missouri
Tucson
MaryiandNirginia/D.C.
West Flonda
West Texas

John W. Hentges
Gene Rand
DenniS McGee
Kathy Andersen
Hank Sandhaus.
Stephen & Stephanie Puljak
David R. Ziegler
Frank B. Conci
Wayne A. Kotter
Joseph F. Reichert
David M. Tepen
Todd Rush
Rene J. leonard
Tom Rogge
Darryl Moore
Hugh C. Kind
John P. Dunbar
lon Stapp Crocker
Peter Maisch
Randy Dreliling
Ken Riley
Earl Burk
William M. Hallett
Robert J. Scanlon
John Van Nort
J. Michael Party

13501 Ebbtide Circle, Anchorage, AK 99516
1100 lovers lane. longview, TX 75604
HCR 82, Box 445. Bixby, MO 65439
8002 Winter Circle, Downer's Grove. IL 60516-4507
10435 W. Fremont Pl., Littleton, CO 80127
418 Castlewood Dnve, Garland, TX 75040
1531 Hunungton Dnve, Manetta, GA 30066-5907
308 Bailey lane, Benton, Il 62812
11935 Broken Bough, Houston, TX 77024
7312 Charlotte, Kansas City, MO 64131
400 South MacArthur Blvd .. Spnngfield, Il 62704
11611 Frontier Dr.. SI. louis, MO 63146
9030 Old Cutler Road, Miami. Fl 33156
835B Westbrooke Village Drive, Manchester, MO 63021-8917
2425 Oxford Place Unit 107, Terrytown, LA 70056
1021 Morewood Parkway Rocky River. OH 44116
622 Patterson Lane. Meridianville, Al 35759
9318 Soutn 94th Ave.,Tulsa, OK 74133
41011 303rd Ave. SE, Enumclaw, WA 98022
8210 Villaton Dr.. Affton. MO 63123
3390 Monterey Rd. San Marino. CA 91108
4740 S. Glenn, Springfield, MO 65810
P.O. Box 64216, Tucson. AZ 85728
2408 Honeystone Way. Brookeville, MD 20833
4908 W Country Club Dnve, Sarasota, FL 34243
6209 Driftwood. Midland. TX 79707
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Rocky Mountain Section
St. Pat's Celebration

Barb
I Marshall '76
ckelford
Iring their
litional
Pat's green.

!:

Section president
Clancy Ellebracht '64, '72
7336 S. Glencoe CI.
Littleton, CO 80722
(303) 694-0683
On March 15 the Rocky
Mountain Section had its annual
SI. Pat's celebration at Zang
Brewing Co. Hank Sandhaus
'71 , Randy Kerns '74, and David
Manka '91 were recognized for
excellent past year's programs.
Marshall Shackelford '76
shared
the
Scholarship
Committee 's work in selecting
Jamie Schroetlin for the Alumni
Section Scholarship (which was
approved and awarded by the
university).
The
committee
includes Marshall Shackelford
'76, Hank Sandhaus '71 , Karen
Knight '83 , Clancy Ellebracht
'64, '72 , and Eugene Lindsey

'51)

Julie
Turley
from
the
MSMlUMR alumni office shared
the latest news of what was going
on at the campus.
Randy Kerns '74 announced
that the next activity will be on
May 26. It will be the baseball
game (Colorado Rockies vs. SI.
Louis Cardinals) in a private
stadium booth. Only 53 seats
are available, so get your
reservations in early.
Randy
Kerns '74 was honored for his
outstanding contribution to the
section.
The section is also
considering later this summer a
bus trip and tour to the new
Busch Brewery in Fort Collins.
Alumni in attendance included
Dave Bufalo '66, George M.
Carlstrom '75, Fred Clauss '87, Teny
Donze '71 , Clancy Ellebracht '64,
Alan James '87, Randy Kerns '74,
Eugene H. Lindsey '51 , David
Manka '91 , David Rommelmann
'70, Hank Sandhaus '71 , and
Marshall
Shackelford
'76.
(Submitted by Clancy Ellebracht '64)

Springfield Section
St. Pat's Parade

The (brand new & never
worn) '97 SI. Pat's sweatshirt,
contributed by the section
preSident, went to the participant
wearing the oldest, official SI.
Pat's sweatshirt (which was the
section president). For next year,
a promise is made to lower the
tail gate and provide a ladder to
encourage th e participation of
those who might be wearing
even older sweatshirts. (Miners
from other sections are welcome,
as well). (Submitted by Earl
Burk '70.)

Section president
Earl 0. Burk '70
4740 S Glenn
Springfield, MO 65870-7277
(477)882-7424
It was a sunny March 15
afternoon which was topped off
by a cool breeze when the
Springfield section readied its
touring car (moderately heavy
version)
for
the
annual
Springfield SI. Pat's Parade. Due
to the weather, the dump bed of
the '41 Chevy COE truck had
room for more Miners than came
to brave the day , but for those
who showed up, the parade was
an enjoyable event with lots of
opportunities to greet onlookers.
Also, good TV coverage was
given the section by local
stations. Thanks to fellow Miner
Dave Frazier '68 for taking the
pictures that accompany this
article.

St. Louis Section
St. Louis Ambush
Soccer Night

I

,

I

r

GTIONS

Alumni in attendance included
Sean Antle '94, Randy Dreiling '81 ,
Dan Florian '85, Mark Hicks '76 ,
Philip Jozwiak '66, Ted Medler '86,
Melissa Moore '93, Christina Sfreddo
'94, Jim Solari '80, Kelley (Jozwiak)
Thomas '91 , John Vaninger '63, and
John Yoder '82. (Submitted by Sean
Antle '94)

Tucson Section
Dinner with
Chancellor Park

K99516
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Section president
Randall G. Dreiling '87
Booker Associates, Inc
7739 Olive SI.
St. Louis, MO 63707
(374) 427-7476
Thirty-seven alumni and
guests cheered the SI. Louis
Ambush soccer team on to
victory over the Wichita Wings
on Saturday, Jan. 25.

Above: Springfield, Mo., alumni get ready for the St. Pat's parade.

MD 20S33

Ita,fL34 243

Section president
William M Hallett '55
P.O. Box 64276
Tucson, AZ 85728-4276
(520) 529-2857
Forty Miner alumni , wives ,
fa mily and friends turned out to
welcome Chancellor and Mrs.
John Park to Tucson, Ariz. , on
Saturday, March 1, 1997 , at
Keaton 's Restaurant in Tucson 's
Foothills Mall. The atmosphere
was Pre-SI. Pat's festive and a
good time was had by all. Th e
weather cooperated beautifully
(continued on page 94)
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Tucson Section: Dinner with Chancellor Park
~

Left: Al '60 and
Margaret Fowler.
Below: Joyce and
Mike '70 Finkelstein.

Above:
John '37
and
Katherine
Frame.

Right:
Marilyn
Astroth,
Louis Astroth
'57 and Jean
Johnson,
wife of Stan
Johnson '48,
not pictured.
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Above: H.E. "Gene" '51, and
Ann Kennedy.
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after two days of unu sually
heavy rain and snow throughout
the state.
Ch ancellor Park 's re marks
about th e state of the campus
and th e current outstanding
students attending there were
very enthusiastically received.
Everyo ne was excited over the
excellence they heard about and
many of them expressed the
feeling th at they were happy to
have attended in less competitive
times or th ey might not have
survived.
Chancellor Park credited
alumni, faculty and staff with a
combined effort to attract the
high level of students at UMR
today.
Tucson section president Bill
Hallett '55 thanked everyone for
being there and alerted th em to
th e fact that there are currently
four Arizona students at UMR
under the alumni section
sc holarsh ip, two men and two
women. Al Ploesser '44, college
fair chairman , observed that
they've actually talked to as
many, if not more, potential
coeds at local high school college
fairs than male students, a far cry
from the "olden days. " A fifth
awardee is 95 percent sure it will
be UMR , but wasn't able to
attend the dinn er. Bob Winkle
'42 (former scholarship chairman), Al Ploesser '44, Jim
Lambe '49 , Lloyd Pollish '49,
Gene Kennedy '51 , a nd Bill
Horst '5 1 were tha nked for their
participation in this scholarship
program. The section plans to
con tinue sending outstanding
Arizona students to UMR.
Russell
Miller '29 was
recognized as the sen ior Min er
present. He claims 29 is really
his age and, amazingly, he
alm ost looks that young. He
carries his ID at all times to verify
that he 's legal. An apology to
Belding McCurdy '38 for failure
to remember that March 1,
1997 , was his 8 1st birthday.
Happy Birthday, Belding l

SlIlIIlIl er
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WE WANT YOUR NEWS!
Deadlines for upcoming issues of the MSM-UMR Alumnus are

R. Van Nort '50, Bob Walsh '55, and
J. Wheeler '53.
(Submitted by
William H. Gammon '49)

Fall '97 issue: July 1,1997
Winter '97 issue Oct. 1, 1997

Lou '57 & Marilyn Astroth
drove to Tucso n from Ph oe nix,
Ariz. , Sam '51 & Joyce Napp
from Miami , Ariz., and Stan '48
& Jean Johnson from Kearney,
Ariz. Others drove from Green
Valley, Ar iz. , which isn 't as far ,
just seems like it. Th anks to
everyone for bein g there.
Everyone had a great time and
we are looking forward to man y
more.
Attendees included Chancellor
John & Dorcas Park, Russell Mille r
'29, John '37 & Katherine Fram e,
Belding '38 & Ruby McCurdy,
Armin '41 & Marian Fick, Bob
Winkle '42, Alan '44 & Betty
Ploesser, Harold Webers '45, Stan
'48 & Jean Johnson , Jim '49 &
Dottie Lambe, Lloyd '49 & Emma
Pollish, Joe '49, Charlotte & Melissa
Quinn, Frank "Pat" '50 & Lorene
White, H.E. "Gene " '51 & A nn
Kennedy, Bill '51 & Ann Horst,
Gordon "Sam " '51 & Joyce Napp ,
Bill '55 & Jane Hallett, Louis '57 &
Marilyn Astroth , Albert '60 &
Margaret Fowler, Mike '70 & Joyce
Finkelstein, Mark Miller '74 & Evie
Braun , Mark Marikos '76, '84, and
Bahman-Ghmib '79. (Submitted by
Bill Hallett '55)

Following the
lun cheon,
Preside nt John Van Nort '50
welcomed the a lumni and th eir
guests and suggested that
everyone mark Sept. 27, on their
calendars as the date for the next
luncheon meeting of the section.
Dr.
Keith
was
then
introduced.
He
gave
an
interesting and detailed description of the present "climate "
on campus. He gave emphasis
to th e fact that only 40 percent of
the funding necessary for
operation of the ME department
comes from state sources. The
remainder is primarily from
alumn i and corporate support.
The following alumni were
present: A ndreas A. Andreae '41 ,
Bill Bach '50, Charles Benner '37,
Tom Finley '39, William H. Gammon
'49, Jim Gera rd '54, William S.
Harper '51, H. Dean Keith '65, John
Olsen '42, Joe Salvo '48, Walter
Sappington '49, Joe Sevick '49,
Gerald L. Stevenson '59, '63, John

West Texas Section
Dinner with
Chancellor Park
Section president
J Michael Party 78
6209 Driftwood
Midland, TX 79707
(975) 694-9787
The West Texas section of the
MSM-UMR Alumni Association
held a dinn er in honor of
, Chancell or Park and his wife,
Dorcas, who spent the day
visitin g Midland. Most of th e
afternoon was spen t showi ng
Chancellor and Mrs. Park the
Petroleum Museum. A large
segment of our alumni in this
area have at one time or still do
work in the petroleum industry in
some capaci ty.
This gave
C ha ncellor and Mrs. Park a first hand view o f the industry.
T he dinner was held that
evening at th e Ranch la nd Hills
Country Club in Midland, Texas.
A total of 43 alumni and spouses
includ ing the. Parks were in

West Florida Section
Spring Meeting
Section president
John R. Van Nort '50
4908 W Country Club Drive
Sarasota, FL 34243
(873)357-7676
A luncheon meeti ng of the
West Florida section was held a t
noon Saturday, March 1, 1997 ,
at The Castaway Restaurant &
Lounge in Tampa , Fla . A social
hour preceded the lu ncheon ,
which was enjoyed by all. A total
of 3 1 attended includin g 15
a lumn i a long with Dr. Dean
Keith,
chairman
of
th e
Mechanical
and
aerospace
Engin eering &
Engineer in g
Mechanics Department.

West Florida
Spring Meeting
Dean Keith '65 visits with John Olsen '42 (right) after
!unch with the West Flo rida Section.
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ALUMNI~SECTIONS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -attendance. After dinner all the
alumni gave a short introduction
of themselves and their spouses,
which was followed by a talk
about the campus and projects
under way at the university. The
even ing concluded with Dr. Park
being presented a pen mounted
on a piece of cored rock from a
well in Midland County from a
depth of around 10,000 feet.
The alumni enjoyed the visit by
Chancellor and Mrs. Park very
much and hope they will plan on
visiting us again soon, maybe
some time in October to watch
the largest World War II flying air
show,
presented
by
the
Confederate Air Force, which
features the only flying B-17.
Those in attendance were Mike
'78 & Cathie Party, Charley '69 &
Barbara Myles, Richard '94 &
Tammy Heyman, Scott '80 & Tracie
Wehner, Gary '68 & Leah Gerhard,
John Roam '69, A rchie ' 77 &
Nancy '77 Taylor, Jim '56 & Gwen
Ware , Bernie '75 & Kathy Lucas,

West Texas Section meeting with
Chancellor John Park

Dave '69 & Joe Boes, Clay '92 &
Samantha Wene , Merle '69 & Barb
Steckel, Don '52 & Lou Maston ,
Mike '83, '85 & Jennifer Moylett,

Alan '80 & Renee Means , Robert
Lee '79, Brenda '82 & Rene Diaz,
Sal '73 & Lesley Pagano , Bill '49 &
Teresa Deso, Frank '66 & Aurelia

Kieffer, Dennis Moore '80, and And
'83 & Odel Rickard. (Submitted br
Mike Party '78)

Career Fair Reception
Feb. 26, marked the day for the most recent Career Fair
held at UMR. A reception was held the evening of Feb. 25,
with the following alumni returning to campus:

General Motors alumni recruiters here for UMR's Spring
Career Fair in February posed with the 1997 Motor Trend
Car of the Year, a Chevrolet Malibu (provided by Bill Peach
'75 and his company, Fairgrounds Chevrolet). The recruiters
pictured are, from left to right, Lyle Rosenbeny '69, Bob Van
Duyne '54, Bob Benezette '72 and Gene WistehufJ '61.
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Alfred Cureau Jr. '93
Mark Eck '80
Christopher Reiter '95
Kim Tracy '85
Robert Benezette '71
Anna Light-Coats '92
William E. "Gene " Wistehuff '61
Lowell D. Stevenson '70
Maria Moore '94
Jeanne Pearson '92
Marvin Woods '82
Sam Bross '88
Robert VanDuyne '54
Scott Gegesky '68
John Hoffman '80
Ken Moeckli '96
Tim Bumpus '86
Martha Hilton '91
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